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As we enter the month of February, we are also preparing to enter the holy sea-

son of Lent beginning with Ash Wednesday on the 17th. Lent is a season of reflec-

tion where we look inside ourselves to see what we need to get rid of and bring us 

closer to God. An important practice that I would offer during this season is to 

spend some time being quiet. Especially at a time where we are surrounded by 

voices of disagreement, anger, and confusion, it is important that we spend time 

listening to what God is doing in us away from those voices. Author Henri 

Nouwen explains it this way: 

“To be calm and quiet all by yourself is hardly the same as sleeping, but means 

being fully awake and following with close attention every move going on inside 

you. Silence requires the discipline to recognize the urge to get up and go again as 

a temptation to look elsewhere for what is close at hand. If offers the freedom to 

stroll in your own inner yard, and to rake up the leaves there and clear the paths 

so you can easily find the way to your heart. Perhaps there will be much fear and 

uncertainty when you first come upon this “unfamiliar terrain,” but slowly and 

surely you will discover an order and a familiarity which deepens your longing to 

stay home.” 

I hope you find time to reflect on your faith this month and we look forward to 

worshiping with you in person and online!  

In Christ, Pastor Dan 

Gravel Hill UMC 
Dan Lebo, Senior Pastor 

Special Announcements: 

1. A Charge Conference has been scheduled for February 9 at 6:30pm. This 

meeting has been called specifically to discuss and address the application 

for a second round of the PPP loan funds. Contact the office if you would 

like to participate in the zoom meeting.  

2. For those interested in summer camping at Gretna Glen, summer registra-

tion for overnight and day camps is now open! Please view more infor-

mation by accessing the following,  

https://www.gretnaglen.org/summer-camp 
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Gravel Hill Christian Child Care currently has part-time and full-time openings for teachers and kitchen help. If you have 

questions, please call 717-838-3620.  If you would like to submit your  resume, you may email it to ghcccdirec-

tor@yahoo.com, attention Lori Cheatham. 

Teachers Needed: 

You can access online giving from the GH website. There are two new accounts noted 

online to which you may provide your financial support. The first is shown to the left as 

Worship Resources and Outreach. This will support the update of our dated audio/visual 

equipment in order to improve our recorded online presence by look and sound, as well as 

in person worship experience. The second new fund is for the Christmas Market. The 2020 

Christmas Market will be all online due to COVID.  If you have any questions, please email Dawn Schaffer at 

dawn@gravelhillumc.org.  

Online Giving Options: 

Worship Notes: 
Worship is available at 8:00am (Traditional) and 10:30am (Praise). Please RSVP your attendance by calling the church 
office or by accessing the link from our website.  

Thank you Special Thank You Notes: 

The Christmas Market team would like to say a big thank you to those who contributed to our Virtual Christ-

mas Market.  With your kind generosity, we received nearly $3000 to share with the Lebanon Rescue Mission, 

Agape Family Shelter and the Caring Cupboard.  We recognize that these organizations continue to serve those 

in need in our communities during the difficult times created by the Covid pandemic.  We look forward to re-

turning to an in person event in 2021.   

Thank you from Agape Family Shelter: 

Please share our heartfelt thanks for the $1,000 gift.  The proceeds from this year’s Virtual Christmas Market will help 
us continue to provide a refuge for homeless women and children in our community when they need it most.  We are 
sincerely grateful for Gravel Hill’s continued generosity to make Agape Family Shelter more than a shelter, but a 
home.  This has never been more crucial to our ministry.  Please share our thanks to everyone who participated in the 
Virtual Christmas Market.  Cynthia Smith, Director, Agape Family Shelter.   

Thank you from the Caring Cupboard: 

Thank you very much for your recent gift of $1000. Your gift is making our mission of alleviating hunger possible—and 
at a time when life is so uncertain for our friends and neighbors. Your gift makes for happy holidays because families 
are able to enjoy a traditional holiday meal together. You are making a difference for so many in our community and 
for that we couldn’t be more grateful!  Thank you for believeing that all in our community should have access to nutri-
tious food!  Shila Ulrich, Executive Director 
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"Although we were saddened not to be at Gravel Hill on 
Christmas Eve, we were able to shine God's light in our own home. Luckily Grandma 
and Grandpa (Karl and Nancy) supplied candles for each of us as we celebrated the 
birth of Jesus together, right in our own living room. A different candlelight service, 
but one we will always remember." 
-The Kern Family 

How We Worship 

Thank you for the lovely music in the Christmas Eve service. It was quite emotional 
and so beautiful! It was so beautiful singing Silent Night as our family was illumi-
nated in the soft candlelight. Thank you for helping to make Christmas Eve so 
memorable.   
The Bermans 

"Without a candlelight experience, there is no Christmas. 
That's the way it's always been, and this Christmas Eve 
was no exception. The setting was different as our three 
generation family (Bordner/Kern) gathered at home in 
front of a tv screen for an intimate service that was ex-
clusive to only us. It was personal and heartfelt, ending 
with hand held candles that each of us lit, anticipating 
the arrival of Christmas Day." 
Karl & Nancy Bordner 

Hi everyone, 

I am starting a new section of worship notes about how we worship. 

It had come to my attention after Christmas that many of you were telling me through email and texts 

and sending me pictures of how lovely Christmas was as you worshiped in your homes. So, with those 

folks' permission I am sharing with the church in general these lovely words and photos.  Just because we 

are not all able to be in the physical church building, we can make church happen anywhere. The bottom 

line is if you want to worship you will! So, without further talking - here is how our congregation wor-

shiped this past Christmas! Enjoy and feel free to send me pictures of you worshiping at home. 

Joyce 

Good Morning, Joyce, I just wanted to pass on a 'Thank You' to all who are responsible 
for the virtual services available to us. Plus I noticed on last week's-didn't view yester-
day's yet-of the back lighting behind the altar/band which is really quite nice/uplifting-
much brighter. The other view I like is the 'distance' shot where we can see the whole 
stage area-don't know if the camera's in the back of downstairs or shot from the balco-
ny.  Whatever for either the back lighting/distance shots-it's really cool...................! 

Richard & Joan Heffner enjoying 

Christmas Eve by candlelight. 



Gravel Hill Staff: 

Senior Pastor, Dan Lebo  pastordan@gravelhillumc.org 

Associate Pastor, Shawn Lochinger  sdlochinger@gmail.com 

Worship Leader, Joyce Lochinger  joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

Admin Assistant, Ashley Zimmerman  office@gravelhillumc.org   

Business Admin, Dawn Schaffer  dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Christian Education Director, Shauna Dowdrick shauna@gravelhillumc.org 

Social Media Manager, Katie Landis  katie@gravelhillumc.org  

Youth Group Leader, Judy Kennedy  kennedyx5@comcast.net 

Chime & Bell Choir Leader, Barb Koons  bak0425@comcast.net  

Pastor Emeritus, Doug Smith  revdsmith@comcast.net 

Congregational Visitation, Joe Royer  jroyer100@gmail.com 

Dear Pastor Dan and Joyce, 
I just wanted to say the Christmas Eve service was so 
beautiful, it felt like I was at the church. 
Thanks to everyone involved in making a Christmas Eve 
service possible!!!We especially enjoyed the rap scene 
and plan to watch it again.  
God Bless you and yours and Merry Christmas, Sara 
Graham 

Thank you  so much for the wonderful 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship!  All 
your thought and care made this a  very 
meaningful time of worship for our family!   

The Cole and Zimmerman 

cousins sharing Christmas Eve 

Candlelight.  

Celebrating Christmas Eve 

from home. 

Jesus is our Joy! 
Harper and Will Zimmerman preparing 

to record Christmas Eve Worship. 

Alice watching Sunday worship while holding 

a picture of her dad, Pastor Dan. 

Kid’s Christmas Rap music with  
special guest rapper, PD4J  

(Pastor Dan for Jesus). 
If you haven’t seen it, you need to. . . 

it’s totally a Mic drop moment! 
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