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New Beginnings Pastor 

Dan Lebo 

**Special News: 

The community of Grav-
el Hill will begin in per-
son worship on Sept. 6. 
If you would like to at-
tend, please call the 
church office to RSVP as 
there is a limited num-
ber of  attendees al-
lowed. 717-838-4721 

If the capacity is 
reached or if you do not 
want to wear a mask, we 
will ask that you contin-
ue to worship with us 
online.  

Thank you! 

I have to be honest with you. 

Looking at September brings 

me great joy but also a lot of 

anxiety. There are many rea-

sons for this. One, by the end 

of the month, my wife, Becca, 

and I will be welcoming our 

third child into our family. We 

chose to be surprised about if 

we were having a boy or a girl 

this time around, something 

that is a little out of character 

for us. We both typically like it 

better when we know what to 

expect. This is equal parts ex-

citing and anxiety-provoking. I 

am beyond thrilled to wel-

come another gift from God 

into our family, but any child is 

a significant change, and the 

unknowns of that change can 

be challenging to prepare for.  

Second, we are also planning 

to begin in-person worship on 

September 6th with two ser-

vices, a traditional service at 8 

am and a contemporary wor-

ship service at 10:30 am. This 

fills me with lots of joy and 

excitement. We have been 

worshiping online for nearly 

six months, and as a pastor, I 

am looking forward to seeing 

people in the pews when I am 

preaching again. I am also 

looking forward to meeting 

many of you for the first time 

since beginning here in July. 

However, I would be lying if I 

said that there weren’t some 

feelings of hesitation as well. 

Our goal has always been to 

be a part of the solution and 

not put those who worship 

with us at unnecessary risk by 

meeting in larger groups. This 

is still our goal. However, after 

much discussion, we feel con-

fident that if we commit to the 

guidelines that we are putting 

in place, we feel comfortable 

giving all of you the option of 

joining us in person for wor-

ship. Online worship will still 

be a necessity, and we are 

planning on live streaming all 

services even after we begin-

ning meeting in person. We 

are in the process of purchas-

ing and installing new video 

equipment to make our online 

worship better in quality. I 

know that not everyone will 

be ready to rejoin us in-person 

in September, and I under-

stand and support that. Many 

still feel hesitant to be in in-

person gatherings indoors. 

Others would prefer to wait 

until we can meet without 

restriction. It is a difficult situ-

ation, and everyone will have 

to make decisions that work 

best for them. This is why this 

is another source of great joy 

and anxiety.  

Third, like many other parents, 

there is joy and anxiety in wel-

coming a new school year that 

will be very different than oth-

ers have been. While I am ex-

cited for Claire, our oldest, to 

continue her education, there 

is anxiety relating to how the 

changes this year will make for 

a challenging year. I am sure 

that other parents and grand-

parents understand what I am 

saying. Whether you are send-

ing your kids off to college, 

sending them to school in-

person, or are choosing an 

online education option, there 

are a lot of mixed emotions.  

I think many times when we 

are anticipating something 

new, we feel a lot of mixed 

emotions. We get excited 

about new things, but there is 

also usually some accompany-

ing anxiety or hesitation that 

goes along with it. Sometimes 

the stress becomes too much, 

and we avoid new things. This 

is why the change makes us so 

uncomfortable. Even though 

we may be looking forward to 

new things, the transition 

makes us afraid to lose what 

we have known, and some-

times that keeps us from mak-

(Continued on page 2) 
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Continued 

ing changes that are healthy 

and help us grow.  

From my experience, this is 

true in a lot of areas of life, 

including our faith. Sometimes 

we hold onto the past a little 

too forcefully and don’t see 

how God is bringing new things 

into our lives for our good. Tra-

dition is valuable and we have 

such a rich history that is vital 

for our understanding of faith, 

but that history and tradition 

are full of examples of how 

God pushes us to learn, grow, 

and think about our faith in a 

new way. Even over the last 

couple of months as we have 

adapted to our current situa-

tion of what the church looks 

like amid a pandemic.  

I am reminded of a passage 

from Isaiah 43:19, where God 

says, “I am about to do a new 

thing; now it springs forth, do 

you not perceive it? I will make 

a way in the wilderness and 

rivers in the desert.”  In its con-

text, God is speaking to people 

who were hungry for some-

thing to change. They wanted 

out of exile. They wanted to be 

able to worship freely and re-

build their community. God 

speaks to them at that moment 

about how much they are 

loved and promises them 

something new. When God 

brings new things our way, 

they are meant for our good, 

like rivers in the desert. We 

might fight against it, but the 

reality of our faith is that God is 

always calling us into a new 

thing and implores us not to be 

complacent in our faith. 

The next few weeks are a time 

of a lot of new beginnings. 

Some are more excited than 

others, some that cause a lot of 

anxiety, all of which have a 

mixture of emotions. My en-

couragement to you would be 

to embrace the possibilities in 

the new beginnings. Is it diffi-

cult? Yes. Can it be scary? Ab-

solutely. But God brings new 

things into our lives to help up 

grow and learn. Look for what 

God can teach us even in diffi-

cult times and with difficult 

transitions. I look forward to 

many new beginnings over the 

next couple of months.  

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Dan 

(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor  

Dan Lebo 

Special Note: Prayer requests 

appear in the bulletin only.  
Current Prayer List:  The fami-

ly of Dale Maxwell, Edwin Smith 

(Pastor Smith’s Father) Kaitlyn 

Lawrence, Adam Gensamer, 

Greg Cassel, Jim Yohn, Linda 

Smith (Mindy Nguyen’s mom), 

Judy Brown, Jared Beare 

(Grunden’s grandson), Jeff 

Wampler, Natalie Kennedy 

(COVID nurse), Bob & Kendra 

Hoffman, Ashley Hoffman,  Mari-

na Decker (friend of Bonnie 

Clark’s family), Gary Funck 

(Janice Oreck’s cousin), Curt & 

Sandy O’Brien, Stephanie  Ba-

shore, Caden Krout (ICU nurse), 

RJ Roth (essential worker), 

Sandy Johns (Cousin of Jeff 

Kennedy).    Long-term Re-
quests:  Pat Dovey (Shawn 
Lochinger’s Mom), Jean Myers 
(Joyce Lochinger’s Mom), Ka-
ren Ayers, Denny Alquist, 
Wayne Wagner, Earl & Jean 

Deimler, Marian Grubb, Peg 
Holdren (Margie Yohn’s Mom), 
Ken Kline (Cindy Blauch’s 
father), Maria Knauth (Dalinda 
Bohr’s mom), Dolly Gordon, 
Tom Pankake, Donna Wolfer, 
Paula Coleman, Paula Groves, 
Gerald Brown, Pat Cavanaugh, 
Scott Miller. 

Prayers please. . . 

Please remember the  

following people with 

prayer, cards and visits.  

Always call before  

visiting  to confirm that 

the individual would like  

to be visited.      

Please contact the church 

office with requests for 

prayer. 
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Book Reviews Happy Reading from the Church Librarians, 
Kristen Capion and Janell Ault! 

Our librarians will be resting up until Fall. They’ll be busy reading and writing new re-
views for you to enjoy!  

Let’s Talk About Heaven by Debby Anderson 

What does heaven look like? Will we live in houses? What will we eat? Will my dog be there? Most of 
us have heard questions like these from the mouths of trusting children trying to grasp the wonders of 
God’s promise of a heavenly home for believers. This book brings together the sweet innocence of a 
child’s questions and simplified version of biblical information about heaven. The result is a charming 
book that parents and teachers can use again and again to help young children understand more 

clearly the wonderful forever home he has planned for His own. 

What I Wish I Had Known About Becoming a Teenager by Maura Thompson Hagarty 

Whether you are excited or apprehensive about the teen years, there is something in this book for 
you. High schoolers from across the country tell stories about their experiences, share insights about 
what they have learned, and offer great advice for young teens and preteens. They give you a window 
into what they wish they had known about becoming teenagers and touch on lots of topics relevant to 
teenage life. Find out more about these issues:  discovering who you are, making and keeping 
friends, living your faith, staying out of harm’s way, relating to parents and siblings, being smart about 
using technology, putting media messages in perspective, dealing with peer pressure, being success-

ful at school plus many other topics. 

Own Your Life by Sally Clarkson 

God has made you with the capacity to live courageously, to have great faith, and to become a person 

of influence. Will you follow hard after Him and live into your potential? Will you choose today to own 

your life? Sally Clarkson has raised her family, ministered around the world, and mentored countless 

women with soul-resounding message. And in Own Your Life, she brings it straight to your heart. If 

your days seem filled with stresses, challenges, and difficulties…if you long to feel God’s blessing but 

instead fear you’re drifting away from Him…this book is the breath of spiritual oxygen you need. It’s 

time to own your life. Learn to live each day with spiritual intension – and see how your moment-to-

moment decisions add up to a breathtaking life story that shines with God’s love. You’ll come alive 

with confidence, energy, and purpose as you discover His fingerprints in your most ordinary days. 

Your life will become a lasting legacy that points others to Him – and He will honor your decisions 

beyond what you ever imagined.   



Worship Leader 
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Joyce  

Lochinger 

Any questions?   Please contact Joyce Lochinger at joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

In-sanctuary worship begins September 6. There will be two services available. 
One at 8:00am and one at 10:30am. Please be sure to RSVP your plans to attend 
by calling the church office, as there are a limited number of spaces available in 
the Sanctuary. Those who are not here at the church are invited to attend 
online as our worship will be streamed live.  

At this time, there are no choirs, bell choirs. We will revisit this issue at a later 
date. 

Thank you for using the Online Tithing!  As the most efficient way to continue your 

church giving, online giving is simple and available by clicking here. You are able to set 

up a one-time tithe or a recurring tithe and change as you wish.  

Thank you for continuing to send in your envelopes! If you haven’t yet received your 

envelopes, they’ll be coming soon! You may also mail your tithes and offering to 

GHUMC, 131 Gravel Hill Road, Palmyra PA 17078.  Your support is greatly appreciated 

for the Gravel Hill kids.  

Offering Envelopes & Tithing Online Dawn 

Schaffer 

If you need assistance, please contact: dawn@gravelhillumc.com.  

Special Note: 

Please be sure to make the 

church office aware of any 

changes you make to your 

name/address/phone/email 

information as early as you 

can. We really appreciate it! 

It’s important for us to be 

able to keep in contact with 

you for many reasons.   

Social Media  

Are you on social media?  
Like our page on Facebook: Gravel Hill Church.  
Follow us on Twitter: @GravelHill.  
Follow us on Instagram: @131gravelhill  
Check for updates on our website: gravelhillumc.org     
Would you like the Sunday Bulletin sent to your email? 

It is easy to sign up to receive it!  
1. Click Newsletter Sign Up Form to sign up.  
2. Select Hill Highlights (Weekly Sermon & Bulletin links)  
3. Click Submit.  
Your Sunday Bulletin will appear in your email Sunday morning . *You 
may also select Monthly Beacon Newsletter on this link (and news-

letters appear once a month in your inbox). 

Katie 

Landis 

Facebook: Gravel Hill Church     Instagram: @131gravelhill    Twitter: @GravelHill     Visit our Sermons: GravelHillUMC Video Gallery  

mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org?subject=Questions
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOb6-SNg17FMeAHA0N9fe3QJskSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0pwyvCEIzeR0MJYngziyk4sc=&ver=3
mailto:dawn@gravelhillumc.com?subject=Online%20tithing%20assistance
https://www.facebook.com/gravelhillumc.org/
https://twitter.com/GravelHill
https://www.instagram.com/131gravelhill/
http://www.gravelhillumc.org
https://gravelhillumc.org/media/newsletters/
https://gravelhillumc.org/media/newsletters/
https://gravelhillumc.org/media/newsletters/
https://gravelhillumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/gravelhillumc.org/
https://www.instagram.com/131gravelhill/
https://twitter.com/GravelHill
https://gravelhillumc.org/media/video-gallery/
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Youth Group News Judy 

Kennedy 

We are meeting Wednesday September 9, 16, 23, and 30, 6:30pm– 8:00pm. 

Keep checking on social media: 

Gravel Hill Youth Group (Facebook group) 

@GravelHillYouth (Twitter) 

for updates on any other youth activities. Questions can be directed to Judy 
Kennedy (717-202-5449) or youth.ghumc@gmail.com.  

Deep Thoughts from the Lay Mobilizer Tony 

Rose 

Hello and happy greetings 
to everyone.  I do hope you 
are surviving the heat, hu-
midity, and overall craziness 
of the summer thus far.  

A few things to make you 
aware of as we inch closer 
to fall: 

Please check out our volun-
teer links for the following 
events:  The Charity Motor-
cycle Ride on September 
19th and our Fall Feeding 
Frenzy 5K on October 
31st.  We need many help-
ing hands and happy faces 
to fill slots.  Here is a link to 
sign-up sheets: 

https://gravelhillumc.org/
share/time-talent/
volunteering/ 

We also need some: 

Texas Roadhouse Fundrais-
er goers.  That event is 11 
am - 4 pm on Sunday, Au-
gust 30th.  The flyers will be 
available each Sunday as 
well as in the Beacon and 
online.  10% of your bill 
goes to help support our 
Fall and Winter Community 
Events. 

BBQ Chicken Buyers.  The 
Chicken BBQ will be held in 
the church parking lot on 
Tuesday, September 14th 
from 3-6 pm.  Advance tick-
et purchased preferred but 
walk-ups available while 
supplies last.   

 

 

Sign-up online:  https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/
kauffmans-bbq-chicken-
fundraiser-tickets-
108577315674?
aff=efbeventtix 

5K Runners.  Sign-up here: 
 https://www.eventbrite.co
m/e/fall-feeding-frenzy-5k-
registration-110328052174 

 
Thanks so much for your 
patience, support, and will-
ingness to weather this 
storm.   

 
This month’s Deep Thought: 
 Please read Psalm 91. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/153099784711004/
https://twitter.com/GravelHillYouth
mailto:kennedyx5@comcast.net
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kauffmans-bbq-chicken-fundraiser-tickets-108577315674?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kauffmans-bbq-chicken-fundraiser-tickets-108577315674?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kauffmans-bbq-chicken-fundraiser-tickets-108577315674?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kauffmans-bbq-chicken-fundraiser-tickets-108577315674?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kauffmans-bbq-chicken-fundraiser-tickets-108577315674?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kauffmans-bbq-chicken-fundraiser-tickets-108577315674?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-feeding-frenzy-5k-registration-110328052174
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-feeding-frenzy-5k-registration-110328052174
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-feeding-frenzy-5k-registration-110328052174
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+91&version=NIV
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We are in the Green Phase 

We are beginning In-Sanctuary Worship on September 6, for 8:00am and 10:30am. There 
are some specific guidelines to follow if you plan to attend: 

 Please RSVP to the church office by calling or signing up online. 
 Everyone is required to wear masks while inside the church building. (Even during wor-

ship.) 
 Please observe a 6 foot social distance from anyone else not in your immediate party. 
 Please take a little time to become familiar with the directional signs around the church 

building.  
 There will be no singing and no shaking hands. Greeting may look a little different, but 

we’re all happy to be here once again!  
 
If you do not agree with any of the guidelines above, please know that online worship will 
remain available and you are welcome to worship with us from the comfort of your own 
home. Please know that the State is not dictating what we do here at Gravel Hill. The Pastor 
and the rest of your Leadership Team have been closely adhering to the guidelines offered 
by our Bishop and her Cabinet.  

We are all hopeful to reach the time when we will not have to follow constraining guide-
lines, but until then please continue to show kindness and grace to all those around you.  
 
Let us all spread the word, the hope and the love of God—instead of any nasty germs!  

 

Please pardon the fact that the image pictured on the right needed to be turned 90 degrees in order for it to fit in this news-

letter’s format. 
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For Pastoral Care: 

Senior Pastor: Dan Lebo, pastordan@gravelhillumc.org 

Associate Pastor: Shawn Lochinger, sdlochinger@gmail.com 

Pastor Emeritus: Doug Smith, revsmith@gravelhillumc.org 

Congregational Visitation: Joe Royer, jroyer100@gmail.com 

For Worship, Bible Study, Choir, or Praise Team Information:  

Joyce Lochinger, Worship Leader  joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

For Events and Mission Opportunities: 

Tony Rose, Lay Mobilizer  tony@gravelhillumc.org  

For Christian Education Information:  

Shauna Dowdrick, Christian Education Director 

shauna@gravelhillumc.org 

For Website, Facebook, Twitter: 

Katie Landis, Social Media Manager katie@gravelhillumc.org      

For Youth Group Questions: 

Judy Kennedy, Youth Group Leader kennedyx5@comcast.net 

For Altar Flower, Scheduling and Office Questions:   

Ashley Zimmerman, Administrative Assistant 

office@gravelhillumc.org   

For Scheduling, Online Giving or Giving Envelopes, Newsletter, 

Building, Membership, Mailings, Employment, Prayer Requests:   

Dawn Schaffer, Business Administrator dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

For Chime Choir and Bell Choir: 

Barb Miller-Nelligan, Leader  bak0425@comcast.net  

www.gravelhillumc.org  

Please check our  

website and weekly bulletin  

for the most current information regard-

ing Gravel Hill UMC.  

Take care! 

Email Us! 

Keep cool Busy Bees!  
Take Care!  

mailto:pastordan@gravelhillumc.org?subject=Hello%20Pastor%20Dan
mailto:sdlochinger@gmail.com
mailto:revsmith@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:jroyer100@gmail.com
mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:tony@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:shauna@gravelhillumc.com?subject=Christian%20Education%20Question
mailto:katie@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:kennedyx5@comcast.net
mailto:office@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:dawn@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:bak0425@comcast.net?subject=Bells/Chimes%20Question

