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Under the direction of the Bishop of the Eastern PA Conference of the United Methodist Church and in conjunction with the CDC and state governmental guidelines, the Gravel Hill Community is not gathering in person for worship. Instead, we hope you’ll join us for online worship until directed otherwise. While this situation
is a fluid one, we reserve the right to reconsider this timeline based only on the directive of the above agencies and our Bishop.
Church leadership has a yellow phase action plan posted and is to be followed under clearance by the state
government. Please review the image on page 11, that explains what a move to the Yellow Phase of reopening Lebanon County means for us. This image is also available on our website.
We look forward to “seeing” you online each week while you do devotions and worship with us on Facebook
(search for Gravel Hill Church and LIKE us) and Twitter (@GravelHill) and also as you tune into our website
(gravelhillumc.org).
Please remember that even though we are not meeting face to face, the work of the church continues. We
encourage you to use our easy online giving options by CLICKING HERE or you can mail in your offering to
ensure that the work of God’s church continues even in this unprecedented time of change.
If you questions, you’re welcome to email a staff member (click here for our email addresses & pictures). We
would love to hear from you.
Please be safe, stay healthy and by all means, pray for each other and our world.
Thank you – Pastor Douglas Smith and The Gravel Hill Lead Team

Prayers please. . .
Current Prayer List:

Please remember the
following people with
prayer, cards and visits.

Always call before
visiting to confirm that
the individual would like
to be visited.

Please contact the church
office with requests for
prayer.

Dolly Gordon, Robert & Joan
Adams, Roy Boltz, The family of
Donald Zulick, Mary Dougherty,
Jenn & Troy Shally, Ashley Hoffman, Wayne Hawley, Chris Good
(Jill Good’s son), Rick & Colleen
Heffner (son & daughter-in-law of
Dick & Joan Heffner), Meaghan
Hoffman (Heffners’ granddaughter), Sarah Sis, Peg Holdren,
Stephanie Bashore, Caden Krout
(ICU nurse), RJ Roth (essential
worker), Tim Wilson (Lisa Bardsley’s dad), Wayne Tanner (Sandy
Fausey’s cousin), Ryan James
(Linda Weatherby’s son), Betty
Seitz, Greg Cassel, Pastor Smith

and Family, Melanie Morris’ father, Kim Brugger, Irma Cassel,
Roy Boltz, Bob Hoffman, Gary
and Patty Mase (Judy Kennedy’s
brother & sister in law), Timmy
Shine (Friend of Jeff Kennedy),
Sandy Johns (Cousin of Jeff
Kennedy), Bob Matthews, Curtis
& Sandy O’Brien, Bob Shearer,
Betty Miller (Brenda Klinger’s
mother), Sharon Williamson
(Phyllis Beahm’s daughter), Lauren Forte, Toni Ann Neiland,
Gaby Santiago-Grubic, Becky
Zellner, Betsy, Karen, and Rick
Smeltz, Bob Bretherick, Adam
Gensamer, Jackie Englebach
and Family, Dianna Frey and

Family, Ruth & Bill Wise and
great, great niece Morgan.
Long-term Requests:
Pat Dovey (Shawn Lochinger’s
Mom), Jean Myers (Joyce
Lochinger’s Mom), Karen
Ayers, Denny Alquist, Wayne
Wagner, Martha Kleinfelter,
Earl & Jean Deimler, Marian
Grubb, Peg Holdren (Margie
Yohn’s Mom), Ken Kline (Cindy
Blauch’s father), Maria Knauth
(Dalinda Bohr’s mom), Dolly
Gordon, Tom Pankake, Donna
Wolfer, Paula Coleman, Paula
Groves, Gerald Brown, Pat
Cavanaugh, Scott Miller.
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Reverend
Doug Smith

We currently stand between two of the truly great holidays of the year: Memorial Day and
July 4th. In very different ways, they both speak to what made this country great. Memorial Day
draws our attention to those who paid the ultimate price to secure and maintain our freedom;
the 4th of July is a constant reminder of the high ideals of our Democratic Republic.
Stories behind both of these holidays remind us that great occasions actually do bring out
both the worst and best of people. As I reflect on Memorial Day, I am reminded of stories of the
arrogance and/or utter lack of concern of some leaders for the average soldier that led to the
needless loss of life (Vietnam especially comes to mind).
Far more importantly, however, I am absolutely humbled by the stories of unassuming sacrifice (and bravery) offered on the beaches of Normandy and Guadalcanal, of places like Korea and
Vietnam, of Fallujah and Bagdad, and of a hundred lesser known conflicts. These heroes—
everyone—show us what the highest order of selflessness looks like. They really are examples of
the very best in humankind.
While we tend not to think about it, our great Revolution also rests on stories from both sides
of the human spectrum. When the framers of our country wrote that all people are created free
and equal, they quite frankly meant white men, only of a certain level of wealth; women and people of color were left out of the notion of freedom.
But once again and far more importantly these mere men postulated, conceived, discussed,
and codified, a political system that laid the groundwork for the personal and national liberties we
enjoy today; a system based on ideals that lead to these freedoms and liberties to be extended to
women and people of color. Interestingly, our political system is not a pure Democracy but rather
a Democratic Republic precisely so that no group of people could use their freedom to harm, harass, or otherwise limit the freedoms and liberties of smaller groups of people. It is here that we
see the very best of what humankind can at least envision.
It has been said that crisis’s such as the current Covid-19 bring out the best and the worst in
people and we have seen examples of both. I saw a picture of a person protesting the “stay at
home” order holding the American Flag in one hand and a sign reading “Selfish and Proud,” in the
other hand.
Let me be clear here, I am a child of the sixties. I fully support everyone’s right to protest, even if I
disagree with the position. Remember, our revolution was, in essence, a protest against the English Throne. What I found so disturbing is that protestor was suggesting that selfishness is Patriotic which flies in the face of the high ideals of our nation and denigrates the memory of those
who selflessly died for our freedom. It stakes out a position that one freedom is to be had at the
expense of those who disagree.
Far more importantly, however, I am amazed and humbled by our medical professionals
(particularly, but not exhaustively) those who daily walked into the Covid-devil’s den, not for their
good but for the good of you and I. Medical professionals who died in an attempt to save the life
of a person and by extension to save our lives. This took no less bravery than a soldier who
charged a machinegun nest to save the lives of others and to win a war; the best humanity can
offer.
As a Christian, I believe I am called to give to the world the best side humans can offer for an
even higher purpose than Country…to honor God. For me, then, the selflessness of those remembered on Memorial Day, and the high ideals of those who dreamed of equality under God celebrated on July 4th, stand as shinning examples of how one honors a higher calling.
My calling may not be to charge a machinegun nest, or even to treat patients with Covid-19,
but it is to live a life that honors God. According to the Bible that means I exhibit the same kind of
selflessness as those who gave their lives for our freedom; and that I live into the highest ideals
that all are created equal postulated by the framers of our Constitution. Between these two great
holidays, we are called to deny (or limit) our desires in order to seek the good of the other, and
we are to strive for the human dignity of all people…for the high calling of honoring God.
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June 2020 Sermon Schedule
Series: “Treasures from Timothy”
June 7, 2020
Title: “Fan the Flames”
Text: 2 Timothy 1:6-18

June 14,2020
Title: “Faith And Gardening”
Text: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
June 21, 2020
Title: Paul’s Charge to Christian Fathers”
Text: 2 Timothy 3:10-17

Social Media

Katie
Landis

Are you on social media?
Like our page on Facebook: Gravel Hill Church.
Follow us on Twitter: @GravelHill.
Follow us on Instagram: @131gravelhill
Check for updates on our website: gravelhillumc.org

Would you like the Sunday Bulletin sent to your email?
It is easy to sign up to receive it!
1. Click Newsletter Sign Up Form to sign up.
2. Select Hill Highlights (Weekly Sermon & Bulletin links)
3. Click Submit.
Your Sunday Bulletin will appear in your email Sunday morning . *You may also
select Monthly Beacon Newsletter on this link (and newsletters appear once a
month in your inbox).
Please email questions to: katie@gravelhillumc.org
Facebook: Gravel Hill Church

Instagram: @131gravelhill

Twitter: @GravelHill

Visit our Sermons: GravelHillUMC Video Gallery
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Worship Leader

Joyce
Lochinger

Any questions? Please contact Joyce Lochinger at joyce@gravelhillumc.org

Worship online with us!
SPECIAL WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1. Spoken announcements from any groups within the church must be provided in writing to the Worship
Leader by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday during which they are to be announced. Making announcements during worship will be done by the Pastor and the Worship Leader only. Due to the desire to have
Worship consistent and on time it is necessary for this change to take place, effective immediately. Thank

you, Pastor Smith

Originally printed Nov 2018
2. If you are in need of any type of projection or music in the sanctuary for funerals, weddings, special
church announcements etc., please follow proper protocol and give them to our worship leader with as
much advanced notice as possible. This will provide time to determine if your presentation can be created
and/or if it is compatible with the intricate computer software which is used in the sanctuary. Thank you for
your understanding! SEND ALL INFO TO: joyce@gravelhillumc.org
Originally printed June 2018

Offering Envelopes & Tithing Online

Dawn
Schaffer

If you need assistance, please contact me at dawn@gravelhillumc.com.
Your next set of envelopes will be delivered to you late June/early July. The packet will
once again feature the Highlighting Ministry: Children & Youth envelope. Thank you for
your support of this vital ministry for our youngest Gravel Hill disciples.
Please be sure to make the church office aware of any changes you make to your
name/address/phone/email information as early as you can. We really appreciate it!
It’s important for us to be able to keep in contact with you for many reasons.
Thank you for using the Online Tithing! As the most efficient way to continue your
church giving, online giving is simple and available by clicking here. You are able to set
up a one-time tithe or a recurring tithe and change as you wish.
Thank you for sending in your envelopes! You may also
mail your tithes and offering to GHUMC, 131 Gravel Hill
Road, Palmyra PA 17078. Currently, Gravel Hill is highlighting our Children & Youth Ministry. Your support is
greatly appreciated for the Gravel Hill kids.
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Book Reviews

Happy Reading from the Church Librarians,
Kristen Capion and Janell Ault!

Our librarians will be resting up until Fall. They’ll be busy reading and writing new reviews for you to enjoy!

Youth Group News

Judy
Kennedy

Keep checking on social media:
Gravel Hill Youth Group (Facebook group)
@GravelHillYouth (Twitter)
for updates on any other youth activities. Questions can be directed to Judy
Kennedy (717-202-5449) or youth.ghumc@gmail.com.

Christian Education
Our Virtual Sunday School will continue throughout the
time we are homebound. See our new Facebook group
“Gravel Hill UMC Sunday School” for details. This is a
group for all of our youth age groups. Stay connected
with your teachers and your friends, while we all stay
safe!

Shauna
Dowdrick
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Deep Thoughts from the Lay Mobilizer
Postal Workers and GH Daycare Workers: Ongoing. To
donate, go to https://
www.gofundme.com/f/daycareand-postal-employees?
utm_medium=copy_link&utm_
source=customer&utm_campai
gn=p_lico+share-sheet

with the Charity Motorcycle
Ride and the Palmyra Area
ChiliFEST happening on September 19th
The Fall Feeding Frenzy 5K
happening on October 31st
Veteran’s Luncheon happening
on November 1st

Quarters for a Cause Donation
Drive ends on June 1 with deliv- Quarters for a Cause Donation
ery on June 5th (Let’s see what Drive on November 16th
happens with this!?)
The Christmas Market happen10-Mile Summer Sizzler: Some- ing on Friday, November 20th
thing to Wine About Run hap- and Saturday, November 21st

Tony
Rose

Palmyra’s Great Give:
https://www.facebook.com/pal
myrasgreatgive/
Palmyra Area ChiliFEST &
Chili Cook-Off:
https://www.facebook.com/pal
myrachillifest/
4 Seasons Race Series:
https://www.facebook.com/Gr
avelHill5K/

And now a Deep Thought:
“Contrary to what most people
pening on July 11
Also, please consider signing up say, the most dangerous animal
in the world is not the lion or
Texas Roadhouse Fundraiser to for several of our Volunteer
the tiger or even the elephant.
benefit Palmyra’s Great Give on spots along with liking several
It’s a shark riding on an eleSunday, August 30th 11 am – 4 of our FB pages!
phant’s back just trampling and
pm
Volunteer: https://
eating everything they see!” ~
gravelhillumc.org/share/timeKauffman’s Chicken BBQ:
Jack Handey
talent/volunteering/
Monday, September 14th 3-6
Charity Motorcycle Ride:
pm
https://www.facebook.com/
Cycles-For-LifePalmyra’s Great Give coupled
1422930407813204/

SUBJECT TO CHANGE:
Gravel Hill UMC has organized this event to
benefit the Caring Cupboard. The run will take
place at The Vineyards at Hershey
598 Schoolhouse Road, Middletown, 17057
8:00am-11:00am
Learn about 10 Mile Summer Sizzler & Sign Up
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June Birthdays
6/1

Dorothy Saltzer
Fred Foreman
Cadence Edwards
6/2 Beverly Kulp
June Yohn
Laurie Garman
Marjorie Yohn
Perry Grimes
April Smith
Annabelle Morris
Addalyn Geist
6/3 Braylee Klinger
Deron Julian
6/6 Karen Ostrander
Judy Kennedy
Zachary Geist
Sandy O’Brien
6/7 Rebecca Eisenhour
Jacob Yohn
Carol Hamilton
6/8 Brianne Cole
Christian Kreiser
6/9 Rene Trujillo
Lawrence Funck
6/10 Carolyn Ward
Janel Funck
Alexis Hines
6/11 Donna Rhine
Tonya Nagle
Ciera Cassel
Lisa Milbert
Timothy Morris

6/12 Amy Jo Remp
Eric Stevens
Ricky Hollis
Avery Cassel
6/13 Robin deMackiewicz
6/14 Kenneth Bishop Jr.
Travis Allen
Kelsey Eisenhour
Carole Deutsch
Gordon Peters
6/15 Dorothy Jurell
6/16 Martha Kleinfelter
Ted Craver
Noah Werner
Annissa Lingle
6/17 Jane Baldo
Elizabeth Neiswender
Christopher Brugger
6/18 Mary Ann Sipe
Kimberly Kelley
Tracey Satazahn
6/19 Jackson Grumbein
Tim Cornett
Christopher Good
6/20 Jane Gurt
Susan Bonawitz
6/21 Robert Kulp
Luke Grumbein
Janice Orehek
Tyler White
6/22 Gene Simmers

6/23 Gary Trowbridge
Angela Hamilton
6/24 Beth Hoffman
Carola Wood
6/26 Thomas Zewe
Piper Serba
Rachel Bohr
Jackie Englebach
6/27 Donald Seitz
Peter Gurt
Eric Wolfer
6/28 Charlene Bower
6/29 Jennifer Arntz
Kendra Hoffman
6/30 Paula Groves
Amanda Edwards
Jen Gullett
Ashley Stevens
Marcy Beltz
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In alignment with CDC policies,
USE OF THE CHURCH FACILITIES IS PROHIBITED. (i.e. classrooms, fellowship hall, gym, weight room)
Our primary concern is safety, though following this restriction will also help us avoid unnecessary lighting and heating bills during this difficult time period.
Thank you for complying! Please check our website for updates: gravelhillumc.org God bless!
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Happy
Father’s
Day
28
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Sharing Information
NO Men’s Morning Out in June
Please call the Church Office (717.838.4721) to be added to the list for:
Prayer Chain Calls: If you are interested in being on the call list for prayers requested, please call the church office so that we may add you to the list.
Email Messages : For an electronic version of the newsletter, the bulletin or special announcements, please notify the church office.

Caring Cupboard Information
Current Needs:
Fresh Produce, Canned Pasta, Salt and pepper, Spam, Canned Pork, Hamburger
Helpers, Sugar. Non-food needs: Paper towels / Napkins, Shampoo, Bar soap
We want to hear from you!
Have something going on for The Caring Cupboard you'd like to share? Have a
suggestion of something you'd like to see? Let us know! Send them to Shila at
shila@caringcupboard.org Interested in volunteering your time?
There are many opportunities for you to offer help! Please contact Molly Lewis at molly@caringcupboard.org or 717.395.1430 Thanks!
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Reverend
Doug Smith

As your Pastor I wanted to make a few brief comments on the Plan for Reopening Gravel Hill Church in the Yellow Phase of recovery from the virus, which began on May 29,
2020.
First, the Lead Team and Staff of Gravel Hill have invested many hours sifting through
State and Church issued guidelines (first for closure and then for reopening) that were
being updated almost daily. I am extremely pleased with the level of professionalism,
spiritual maturity and deep concern with which they approached this serious and complex problem. The document describing the reopening of Gravel Hill in the Yellow
Phase of recovery is the product of this serious collaboration.
Worship: Since we are still limited to 25 people in our facility, coming together for worship is still not feasible. We will continue to worship via electronic means at least until
we reach the Green Phase. Please be aware that even in the Green Phase we will not
worship through singing which is deemed a serious way of spreading the virus.
The Child Care will reopen on June 1, 2020, under the rules and guidelines of the Office
for Child Development.
Everyone who enters the facility will be required to sign a waiver. This waiver is for the
purpose of making sure our Insurance Company will cover any possible lawsuit.
Last, and very important for me, I want to make it crystal clear that the State is not dictating what we do here at Gravel Hill. I and the rest of your Leadership Team have been
closely adhering to the guidelines offered by our Bishop and her Cabinet. I look forward
to the time when we will not have to follow constraining guidelines, but until then we
will continue to responsible neighbors and Christian witnesses.

Please pardon the fact that the image pictured on the left needed to be turned 90 degrees in order
for it to fit in this newsletter’s format. You can also find this graphic on the main page of our website. (www.gravelhillumc.org)
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www.gravelhillumc.org
For Pastoral Care:
Pastor: Rev. Douglas E. Smith, revsmith@gravelhillumc.org
Associate Pastor: Shawn Lochinger, sdlochinger@gmail.com
Congregational Visitation: Joe Royer, jroyer100@gmail.com
For Worship, Bible Study, Choir, or Praise Team Information:
Joyce Lochinger, Worship Leader joyce@gravelhillumc.org
For GH Events and Mission Opportunities:
Tony Rose, Lay Mobilizer tony@gravelhillumc.org
For Christian Education Information:
Shauna Dowdrick, Christian Education Director
shauna@gravelhillumc.com

Email Us!
For Youth Group Meeting and event Questions:
Judy Kennedy, Youth Group Leader kennedyx5@comcast.net
For General, Scheduling and Office Questions:
Ashley Zimmerman, Administrative Assistant
office@gravelhillumc.org
For Scheduling, Online Giving or Giving Envelopes, Building,
Membership, Mailings, Employment, Prayer Requests:
Business Administrator: Dawn Schaffer dawn@gravelhillumc.org
For Chime Choir and Bell Choir:
Barb Miller-Nelligan, Leader bak0425@comcast.net

For Questions regarding GH Website, Facebook, Twitter:
Katie Landis, Social Media Manager katie@gravelhillumc.org

Submit all Articles for the
July BEACON by
June 15.
PLEASE EMAIL ITEMS TO:
dawn@gravelhillumc.org
Thank you!

The Busy Bees
make our world
a better place!

