
The BEACON 

article was about the reli-
gious celebration of Advent.  
The second  article dealt with 
the secular celebration of 
Christmas.  
 Advent Calendars 
have been used by the faith-
ful for hundreds of years as a 
way of tracing history’s inex-
orable  march toward the 
birth of Christ. A door or 
compartment is opened eve-
ry day from the first day of 
December until Christmas 
Day. Traditionally these com-

partments contained appro-
priate devotional scripture 
and perhaps a small piece of 
candy for each day of Advent. 
The historical purpose of the 
calendar is devotional. It is 
meant to help build the sense 
of anticipation of the celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ.  
 Just last week, it was 
reported that Tiffany’s is 
offering a “high end” Advent 
Calendar for a mere 
$112,000.00 dollars. Yes, I 
put the correct number of 
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Inside this issue: 

Prayers please. . . 

I love December! Because of 
both the religious and secular 
celebration of Christmas the 
month is filled with sense of 
excitement. The music of 
both realms herald hope, 
peace and love. It is as if 
there is something in the air 
that mellows hard hearts and 
knocks  hard edges off of cur-
mudgeons (even the Grinch 
came around, according to 
Dr. Seuss). This year I read 
two articles concerning the 
impending season that were 
highly disturbing. The first 

The Pastor’s Pen Pastor 

Doug Smith 

Please remember the  

following people with 

prayer, cards and visits.  

Always call before  

visiting  to confirm that 

the individual would like  

to be visited.      

Please contact the church 

office with requests for 

prayer. 

Christmas Eve Worship: 
5:00pm  Candlelight worship for Families with young children. 

7:00pm  Contemporary Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship 

9:00pm  Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship 

Christmas Advent: 
December 4: “How Fragrant Green Your Branches” 

December 11: “You Lift Our Eyes To Heaven” 

December 18: “How Richly We’ve Adorned You” 
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December 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:30am Chime Choir, 

301 

2 

 

3 

6:30pm Bell Choir, 

301 

4 

5:30-6:30pm BITL 

Meal  FH 

6:45pm ADVENT 

6:30 Youth, Li-

brary 

6:30pm PC, FH 

5 

6:00pm GHCCC 

Christmas Play 

6 

 

7 
1:00-5:30pm Mem-

ber Run Function 

8 
10:30am Chime Choir, 

301 

Chimers Ring in Wor-

ship 

 

11:30am Member Run 

Function, FH 

9 

 

10 

6:30pm Bell Choir, 

301 

11 

5:30-6:30pm BITL 

Meal  FH 

6:45pm ADVENT 

6:30 Youth, Herit-

age Room 

6:30pm PC, FH 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

10:30am Chime Choir, 

Rings in Worship 

Noon Member Run 

Function, FH 

 

16 

 
 

17 

6:30pm Bell Choir, 

301 

7:30pm Partners 
In Mission Meet-
ing, Library 

18 

5:30-6:30pm BITL 

Meal  FH 

6:45pm ADVENT 

6:30 Youth, Li-

brary 

6:30pm PC, FH 

19 

 

20 

BEACON Articles 
Due for Next Month 
 
Men’s Morning Out 

21 
 

22 
Bell Ringers ring in 

worship 

11:00am Caring Tree 

Gift Delivery Day 

23 

 

24 
Noon Office Closes 

5pm Family Candle-

light Worship 

7pm Contemporary 

Candlelight Worship  

9pm Traditional Can-

dlelight Worship with 

Bell Ringers 

25 

Office Closed 

26 

Office Closed 

27 

 

28 
2:00-4:00pm Holy 

Grounds Reserved 

 

29 
 

30 31 
Noon Office Closed 

JAN 1 

Office Closed 

   

SPECIAL NOTE: Please call the church office to check 

on scheduling for a specific date. Everyone must call 

prior to using any church space. This calendar is print-

ed a month in advance of its publication. Reservations 

change often. 

EVERY SUNDAY 
MORNING:  

8AM Traditional 
9:15AM  C.L.I.C.K. 

10:30AM WALK 



 Mary and Joseph 
(who were among the poor-
est in the land)  traveled to 
Bethlehem because the pow-
erful wanted to make sure 
they were getting all the 
taxes they could. But God 
used that greed to orches-
trate the birth of Christ in 
the right place at the right 
time. The gift of Christ was 
given to all of us through the 
agency of the poor and pow-
erless; not the wealthy and  
powerful. The nativity is 
fraught with humility and 
concern for the disenfran-
chised as opposed to the self
-centered entitled of our 
day. 
 This year, Advent 
begins on Sunday, December 
1st. I invite you to get an Ad-
vent calendar, a good one 
that includes scripture read-
ings to help you prepare for 
the celebration of the gift of 
Christ. I invite you to added 
Wednesday evening worship 
services to your busy Decem-
ber schedule to help keep 
you centered on Christ. If the 
season is too busy, remove 
something else from your 
schedule, not Christ.  
 In our secular cele-
bration of Christmas let us 

zeros in that figure. The calen-
dar is not concerned with the 
birth of Christ, rather it is an 
example of excessive largess. 
The little compartments mark-
ing each day toward Christ-
mas contain no scripture.  
They are filled with expensive 
jewelry, perfume and the like.  
 The second article 
was about the higher end de-
partment store Harrods. This 
year, in order to earn the right 
to pay for a picture of your 
child with Santa, you must 
have charged just under 
$3000.00 at Harrods on your 
Harrods’ credit card. For me, 
on both of these issues the 
Rubicon has been crossed! 
 Let me take a mo-
ment to remind us what Ad-
vent and Christmas are about. 
The celebration of Christmas 
is about the birth of Christ, it 
is not about a disgraceful dis-
play of largess. Even our secu-
lar celebration of Christmas is 
based on St. Nicholas who 
gave gifts of food and money 
to the poor as a response to 
the gift of salvation he re-
ceived through Christ.  
 At this juncture we 
should remember that, ac-
cording to the Bible, Christ 
was sent to the poorest of the 
poor. The heart of the mes-
sage of Christmas is that those 
who had been deemed as 
being beneath God’s concern 
(by the powerful and wealthy) 
were in fact accepted by God. 
Christ was not sent to those 
with a sufficient credit rating 
and St. Nicholas did not visit 
only those who could spend 
enough money to be respect-
able.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Pastor’s Pen (Continued) 

remember  St. Nicholas gave 
gifts as a response to the gift 
of salvation given at Christ-
mas. This year, remind your-
self that you are giving to 
others as a response to 
God’s gift of eternal life to 
you. Perhaps we can actual-
ly reclaim the original pur-
pose of St. Nicholas by mak-
ing our most gracious gift to 
the work of Jesus Christ 
through his church. 

GRAVEL HILL INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

Sunday Worship Information: TV Channels 21 or 27; Radio WLBR 1270 AM or 

WJTL 90.3 FM; call Church for recorded message. 

Wednesday Be In The Light Information: If Palmyra Schools have a 2-hour 

delay/early dismissal or close, there will be NO: BITL meal, Childcare, Youth 

Group, Pioneer Clubs, Kidz Choir or Adult Choir. Bible Studies are held at the 

discretion of the Class Leader(s). Key fobs will be needed to enter church. 



Worship Leader 
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Joyce  

Lochinger 

Any questions?   Please contact Joyce Lochinger at joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

SPECIAL WORSHIP AN-
NOUNCEMENTS: 

1. Spoken announcements from 

any groups within the church 

must be provided in writing to the 

Worship Leader by the Wednes-

day prior to the Sunday during 

which they are to be announced. 

Making announcements during 

worship will be done by the Pas-

tor and the Worship Leader only. 

Due to the desire to have Worship 

consistent and on time it is neces-

sary for this change to take place, 

effective immediately.   

Thank you, Pastor Smith  
Originally printed Nov 2018 
2. If you are in need of any type of 

projection or music in the sanc-

tuary for funerals, weddings, spe-

cial church announcements etc., 

please follow proper protocol and 

give them to our worship leader 

with as much advanced notice as 

possible. This will provide time to 

determine if your presentation can 

be created and/or if it is compati-

ble with the intricate computer 

software which is used in the 

sanctuary. Thank you for your 

understanding!  SEND ALL INFO 

TO: joyce@gravelhillumc.org  

Originally printed June 2018 

Bell Ringers practice in room 301 on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm.  
December – the 4th Sunday, 12/22 and Christmas Eve 12/24 at 9:00 pm 

Chimers practice on Sundays from 10:30-11:15 in Room 301.  
December – the 2nd Sunday, 12/8 

Home:  717-820-4909 Cell:  717-265-4637 Bnelligan165@comcast.net 

GH Bell Ringers & Chimers Barb 

Miller-Nelligan 

 Thank you to Bret Brandt, Jim Foutz, Jeff Friedel, Bobby Gernert, Deron Julien, Tiff 
Rettew, Mark, Dawn & Graham Schaffer, Joel Wood, and Josh Zimmerman for 
helping at the doors in September and October. Your careful watch was greatly 
appreciated. 

 Kidz choir will be starting practice soon for Christmas eve 5:00 pm worship. If your 
child wants to be a part, please show up for practice on Wednesday nights at 
6:00pm in the choir room. 

 Choir practice for kidz choir and adult choir will be off for the Christmas holiday on 
December 25 and January 1.  Choirs will begin practice again on  
January 8. 

 Thank you to the GH church family for the amazing donations for the first respond-
ers dinner. We received enough to purchase the food pictured below for North 
Londonderry police department plus also giving a small gift of thanks to all of our 
volunteers who manned the doors for the months of September and October. Spe-
cial thanks to Linda Geiger for her wonderful cupcakes for the North Londonderry 
Township police meal.  

In an effort to keep the church as safe as possible, we are asking that you please re-
member to bring your key fobs to all church activities and functions. Thank you. 

mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:Bnelligan165@comcast.net
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Christian Education Shauna 

Dowdrick 

Keep checking on social media for updates on any other youth activities. Ques-
tions can be directed to Judy Kennedy (717-202-5449) or  
kennedyx5@comcast.net. 

 

Youth News! Judy  

Kennedy 

Unit 3 Lessons  

Trailblazers, Pathfinders and PeeWees – Learning About Friendship     

Dec 4  Meeting 1   Forgiving Friends 

Dec 11  Meeting 2   Reaching Out 

Dec 18  Christmas Party and Award Night 

Dec 25       No Club-Christmas Blessings! 

 

Scooters- Jesus Loves Me  

Dec 4 Meeting 1   Jesus is God’s Son 

Dec 11 Meeting 2   Jesus is Always With Us 

Dec 18  Christmas Party and Award Night 

Dec 25       No Club-Christmas Blessings! 

The Activity for this Unit is  

On Sunday, Dec 15th, Sunday school grades PreK-5th will be having their annual 

Celebration of Christ’s birth in Fellowship Hall 9:10-10:10.  Please Note: the chil-

dren should report to their regular room. The classes will come down as a group.  

Pick up will be in Fellowship Hall.   

On Sunday, Dec 22rd, the MS and HS classes will be having their annual Christ-

mas celebration.  This will be held in Fellowship Hall during the Sunday school 

hour (9:10-10:10).    

URGENT NEED:  

We have an urgent need for Sunday school teachers. 
We are looking for folks to volunteer in our Preschool room and our 2nd/3rd grade room. 
We follow a great curriculum which makes lesson planning a breeze. If you love the Lord 
and think it's important for our children to know Him too, please consider donating 
some time.  See Shauna or email at shauna@gravelhillumc.com  
At least a six month relationship with our church and clearances required  

mailto:kennedyx5@comcast.net
mailto:shauna@gravelhillumc.com%C2%A0


Deep Thoughts 
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Tony 

Rose 

For December I’d like to repeat the majority of my November article.  As the calendar year ends, 

I’d like to reassess where my area of ministry focuses its time, energy, volunteer resources, and 

money.  Please consider filling out the form below.  This is an anonymous survey; however, if 

you wish to add your name, please feel free.  Thank you. 

Charity Motorcycle Ride:  Benefits Katye’s Helping Hands 

_____  I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue 

_____  I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued 

_____  I have volunteered for this event at least once 

_____  I have participated in this event at least once 

Comment:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Community Day/Palmyra’s Great Give:  Benefits a variety of local missions/organizations 
_____  I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue 

_____  I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued 

_____  I have volunteered for this event at least once 

_____  I have participated in this event at least once 

Comment:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Fall Feeding Frenzy 5K + Spring Run + (potentially 2 other runs):  Benefits the Caring Cupboard 
_____  I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue 

_____  I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued 

_____  I have volunteered for this event at least once 

_____  I have participated in this event at least once 

Comment:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

The Palmyra Area ChiliFEST and Chili Cook-Off:  Gravel Hill’s proceeds benefits our Missions Team 

_____  I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue 

_____  I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued 

_____  I have volunteered for this event at least once 

_____  I have participated in this event at least once 

Comment:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Veteran’s Luncheon:  Benefits all active and retired military personnel and their families 
_____  I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue 

_____  I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued 

_____  I have volunteered for this event at least once 

_____  I have participated in this event at least once 

Comment:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

Head’s up!  

Volleyball League is coming!! 

If you’d like to play on the 

Gravel Hill team, a sign up 

sheet will be available in 

December from the Wel-

come Center! Be on the 

lookout! 
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Name (optional): ____________________________________________ 

Additional comments or Concerns: 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please place completed surveys in my mailbox by elevators!  Thanks!  ~Tony 

And now a Deep Thought:  “Instead of having answers on a math test, they should just call 

them ‘Impressions,’ and if you got a different ‘Impression,’ so what, can’t we all just get 

along?”  

 ~ Jack Handey 

(Continued from page 6) 

Deep Thoughts, continued Tony 

Rose 

December Birthdays 

12/1 John Butler 

 Renee Moro 

 Madeline Wadel 

12/2 Stephen Powell 

12/3 Rodney Stringer 

 Derek Hess 

 Tracy Dorta 

12/4 Lana Kline 

 Kendra Dion 

12/6 Donald Myers 

 Tamara Pankake 

 Sadie Hodos 

12/7 Aleta Simpson 

  Michele Eisenhour 

 Gregory Cassel Jr. 

12/8 Karen Gontz 

12/9 Elizabeth Bell 

 Brandon Hughes 

 Trevor Schlotzhauer 

12/10 Stacey Manda 

 McKennen Getz 

12/11 Rebecca Potts 

 Sharon Schappell 

 Holly Dietz 

 Brady Ward 

 Laura Graham 

 Joelynn Curtis 

12/13 Jeff Arntz 

 Madison Van Brunt 

 Garrett Funck 

12/14 Gerald Brown 

 Tynley Cole 

 Rachel Swank 

 Dalinda Bohr 

 Angela Tiffany 

12/15 Michael Grumbein 

 John Gontz 

 Daniel Bonawitz 

12/16 Kirstin West 

12/17 Randy Schriver 

 John Sponeybarger 

 Nicholas Grumbine 

 Anna Bogdan 

 Jacob Hodos 

12/18 Nick Devitz 

 Jonah Hoy 

12/19 Rebecca Bixler 

  Anthony Rose 

 Barrett Graham 

 Amanda Gill 

12/20 Kathy Lingler 

 Diana deMackiewicz 

 Jane Hemp 

 Christine Hepler 

 Bob Hoffman 

12/21 Cynthia Coakley 

 Jordan Stringer 

 Amber Dinunzio 

12/22 Mitchell Bell 

12/23 Irene VanScyoc 

 Karen Ayers 

 Sara Kline 

 Cheyenne Dorn 

12/24 Richard Umberger 

12/26 Debra Bennetch 

 James Nodge 

 Jacob Roe 

12/27 Steve Bell 

 Pryce Seltzer 

12/28 Ross Henderson 

 Chad Lutz 

 Mark Swank 

 Rebecca Wallace 

12/29 Stuart Hamilton 

12/30 David deMackiewicz 

 Skyler Schell 

 Reise Zimmerman 

 Ruth Albright 

 Collin Eisenhour 

 Megan Dowdrick 

 Noah Smith 

12/31 Joanne Sells 

 Anna Troxell 

 Jeff Umberger 
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Sandy 

Fausey 

Christmas Market – Thank you to everyone who donated crafts, candy, baked 
goods, silent auction items, household items, clothing and all your time and tal-
ents to make the Christmas Market such a success. The preliminary total is in 
excess of $10,000! We will be sharing the proceeds with the Ronald McDonald 
House, Phoenix Youth Center, the Agape Family Shelter and the Lebanon Rescue 
Mission. This year, some of the funds will also support the Agape Christmas pro-
ject at the Rescue Mission. This project provides Christmas Gift Bags filled with 
gifts and food for senior citizens who may have been forgotten over the holidays 
in our communities. Special thanks to the crafters who attended the craft ses-
sions throughout the year (watch for a schedule for next year after the holi-
days), staff members for assisting with advertising in the bulletin, the news-
letter, the overhead announcements, social media, website, community bulletin 
boards, and the electronic sign and the members of the Christmas Market plan-
ning team – Barb Reed, Beth Hoffman, Judy and Jeff Kennedy, Trudy Kern, Tiffa-
ny Rettew, Tony Rose, and Jim Fausey. Your help is very appreciated. May God 
Bless everyone who contributed in any way.  

The Caring Tree

The Christmas Caring tree is located in 

the Church near the sanctuary.  The or-

naments represent a Palmyra commu-

nity member who we will celebrate and 

honor by purchasing them a gift this 

Christmas.  We are supporting several 

families who reside in the Palmyra Area 

School District. Please follow carefully: 

1. Select an ornament. 

2. Purchase the gift. 

3. Wrap the gift and be sure to affix a 

new name tag (not the one you 

pulled from the Christmas tree at 

church). Write the name and family 

number on the new nametag. 

4. Bring the wrapped gift to church 

and place it under the tree by Sun-

day Dec. 22 at 10:30a.m. 

5. Gifts will be delivered on Sunday, 

Dec. 22. 

6. All are welcome to deliver gifts to a 

family in the Palmyra community.  

Contact the church office with 

questions. 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center 

to help deliver gifts on Sunday Dec. 22.  

AGAPE  

PHEONIX  

Beth 

Hoy 



P a g e  9  T h e  B E A C O N  V o l u m e  1 9 ,  I s s u e  1 1  

Celebration of Life Garden – New pavers have been installed in the garden. 
Many thanks to Steve Kern and the crew of Kern Landscaping for installing the 
pavers. Thank you to those who purchased the pavers to celebrate the lives of 
their friends and family. Pavers were placed by Karen Ayers, Mike, Nick and 
Preston Bare, the Bell Choir, the Dowdrick Family, the Hetrick Family, Donna 
Rhine, Bernie Smith, Dale and Stephanie Wagner, Patrick Walmer and the Book 
Family.  

Celebration of  Life Garden News Sandy 

Fausey 

A Page Filled With Gratitude. . .  

With heartfelt Thanks to my church family. Thank you to eve-
ryone for all the support you gave to my  
family and myself. Thank you for cards, flowers and especially 
your continuous prayers offered to us through Carl’s illness and 
his passing away. Again thanks for everyone’s help.  

In Christian Love, Irma and Family 

We both would like to thank everyone for all the cards and prayers that we  
received during my hospital stay. Visitations with Rev. Smith and Frank 
Hetrick were heart-felt and uplifting.  

Sandy & Curt O’Brien 

Thank you.. . . It was just great! 

Thank you so much for the wonderful lunch the GHUMC provided for us! Everything 

was delicious and greatly appreciated by the Police Department, Township office 

and our Highway Department 

Chief Snyder and Tammy 



P a g e  1 0  T h e  B E A C O N  V o l u m e  1 9 ,  I s s u e  1 1  

Confirmation Classes To Be Offered Winter 2020! 

We have received a few inquiries about Confirmation Classes. We have decided to offer the classes in the winter some-
time after the New Year. Classes are generally open for students in 7th-12th grades who are interested in joining the 
church. The sessions are designed to help students explore their faith journey and information about the United Meth-
odist Church. They usually take place on Sunday mornings from 9:00-10:30. The classes will be scheduled for 8 weeks 
and an additional retreat session to do some special activities. Our hope is that winter may not be as busy and it will be 
easier for students to commit to the sessions. If your youth is interested in attending confirmation classes, please let 
Sandy Fausey know so she can be in touch with students and families to see what timeframe will work best. Email ad-
dress – jfsf75@outlook.com. 

Community Information 

Men’s Morning Out 

Food & Fellowship to Shady Maple Restaurant. Every 3rd Friday morning of the month. 

The van leaves at 7:00am from the Gravel Hill UMC parking lot.   

Limited seating = 13 people Sign up at the Welcome Center!  

Partners In Missions Meetings Scheduled! 

January 14      March 10      May 12 

7:30-8:30pm, Heritage Room (Library) 

 
Please call the Church Office (717.838.4721) to be added to the list for: 

Prayer Chain Calls 

If you are interested in being on the call list for prayers requested, please call 

the church office so that we may add you to the list.  

Email Messages 

For an electronic version of the newsletter, the bulletin or special announce-

Our church, one of about 20 churches, supports Londonderry Village Auxiliary 
(formerly the Lebanon Valley Brethren Home, located at 1200 Grubb Road, Palmy-
ra, PA). Your annual membership in the Auxiliary provides funds to purchase 
Health Care and Therapeutic equipment for LV Skilled Care, Dementia and Alz-
heimer residents. An ANNUAL membership is a DONATION of any amount. 
Membership is open to anyone interested in the welfare of residents at Londonderry 
Village. All donations and memberships are greatly appreciated. Thank you for your 
kind considerations.   Contact Nancy Bordner - (717) 838-4888. 

Londonderry 

Village 

News 

mailto:jfsf75@outlook.com
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Monthly Book Reviews 

Listed below are three book reviews from the church library which is located in the 
Heritage Room. One review is from the children’s section, one is from the teen’s sec-
tion and there is one from the adult section of the library. Enjoy! 

 

My Christmas List by Amy Parker 

“Dear God, on this Christmas, instead of toys and lots of stuff, I want Christmas for 
the whole wide world, especially those without enough.” My Christmas List is a 
thoughtful children’s book written as a rhyming prayer that will remind kids of the 
true needs people have during the holiday season and all year long around the globe, 
from starving children in Third World countries to adults in need of work and all who 
don’t yet know Jesus as Savior. 

 

Stories for the Extreme Teen’s Heart by Alice Gray 

Compiled with the help of teenagers, Stories for the Extreme Teen’s Heart features 
true stories of teens living committed lives for Christ. These inspiring selections show 
teens making a difference in their families, schools, and world. Captivating stories 
with themes specific to teen interests instruct by example, not preaching, while en-
couraging wise choices and a deeper walk with the Lord. This wonderful resource will 
intrigue nonbelievers and move believers closer to God as they receive affirmation of 
His presence. 

 

In God We Trust – Stories of Faith in American History by Timothy Crater and  
Ranelda Hunsicker 

Down through our nation’s history, men and women have taken a stand for right. 
They came seeking religious freedom and found that their faith in God played a role 
in many life-changing decisions – in discovering new territories, in setting up new gov-
ernments, in establishing what was fair and just for all. These are their stories …In 
God We Trust presents factual information in a fun and lively way. Each narrative sto-
ry highlights a person in history, focusing on how that person’s faith in God played an 
important part in the development of America. Christopher Columbus, Father Mar-
quette, Abigail Adams, Daniel Webster, Abraham Lincoln, Hiram Revels, and many 
more, come alive through the colorful illustrations, delighting young and old alike. 
These men and women of differing backgrounds and nationalities, brought to our na-
tion a collective heritage of faith in God that stands the test of time and allows us the 
freedom of religion today. Their stories will build your faith and strengthen your trust 
in God for the future of our nation. 

 

Happy Reading from the Church Librarians, Kristen Capion and Janell Ault! 

T h e  B E A C O N  
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Gravel Hill UMC needs your help with all the events and missions that happen here and 

through our church community!  

We operate under a Safe Sanctuary Policy to ensure the safety of everyone 

in attendance at any given event. PA law states that your background 

check, criminal clearance and fingerprints are good for 5 years from the 

date you obtain them. You DO NOT need to obtain a fingerprint clear-

ance if you have been a PA resident for 10 or more years. If your clear-

ances are within 5 years of an event’s date, please provide a copy of them 

to the office. We need to keep them here on file. If you need them, you can obtain them 

online fairly easily. Call 838-4721 for more Information.  

To obtain your Criminal Background Check: http://epatch.state.pa.us 

To obtain your Child Abuse History Clearance: www.compass.state.pa.us 

TO VOLUNTEER: 

You must fill out one of 

these Volunteer  

Applications per year! 

Would You Like To Volunteer? 

UMCOR Advance Specials 

100% of any monetary gift you provide to UMCOR is given directly to the  

specific area in which it was intended. If you are able to help please use: 

#982450: Use this number in reference to disaster response and helping people 

worldwide, including the residents of the Bahamas. 

#901670: Use this number  in reference to helping the U.S. Disaster Response 

Check us out at: www.gravelhillumc.org    Are you on social media?  Join us by 

searching:  Gravel Hill Church (Facebook)& like our page @GravelHill (Twitter) 

Would you like an electronic version of the Sunday Bulletin? 

You can have the Sunday bulletin sent to your inbox! It is easy to sign up to receive it! 
Open the Gravel Hill homepage (gravelhillumc.org). Click on Media. Select news-
letter. When the newsletter page opens, scroll to the bottom to fill out the form. Se-
lect Hill Highlights (Digital Sunday Bulletin), and click Submit. Your Sunday Bulletin 
will appear in your email Sunday morning.  Please contact me with any questions: 
katie@gravelhillumc.org  

Social Media  Katie 

Landis 

T h e  B E A C O N  
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APPLICATION FORM 
For ADULTS working with children, youth, and vulnerable adults. 

Please check the appropriate boxes: 

□ Volunteer  □ Paid Staff  □copy of PA Criminal Background Check attached? 

      □copy of PA Child Abuse History Clearance attached? 

Today’s date: ________________________   Name:  _____________ ________________________________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________________________________   Email: _______________________ _________________ 

Phone:   Home  _______________________ Mobile  _____)______ Work  _________________ 

Emergency Contact : 1.________________________________________   2.__________________________________________________ 

Member of Gravel Hill?  YES □  OR  NO □  If no, please note home church:  ___________________ ________________________________ 

Have attended Gravel Hill UMC since: ______________________  *Resident of Pennsylvania for ______________________years 

This information is ONLY necessary if you will be offering to assist children or youth groups by driving them to/from functions.  

Driver’s License #: ___________________________   Vehicle Make, Model, Year: ________________________________________________ 

□ I agree to keep this vehicle covered under a current insurance policy during the time I offer to use my personal vehicle to help transport anyone 

to or from Gravel Hill UMC.   Initials: ________ 

Graduated:  □ High School □ College □ Post Graduate □ Other 

Specific areas of expertise/knowledge: 

Experiences working with children/youth: 

 Organization    Describe experience    Date(s) 

1. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

2. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

3. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

4. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

□  Christian Education Teacher  □  Youth Ministry Assistant  □  PAID Staff Position 

□  Vacation Bible School Teacher/Assistant □  Music Ministry Lead/Assistant □  PAID Nursery Staff 

□  Nursery Volunteer   □  Missions Programs  □  Other: ___________________________________ 

Provide two (2) references of individuals (Name/Address or phone/relationship), not related to you. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you ever been convicted of a crime or crimes other than a summary offense (for example, a traffic ticket)?  □ YES  OR  □ NO   If yes, please 

explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Has a determination of abuse of a child of any nature ever been made by a government agency against you? □ YES  OR  □ NO   If yes, please ex-

plain: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there any other reason, including those related to the safety and well-being of children, youth and vulnerable adults, that would render you 

unsuited for the position for which you have applied? Please explain: ___________________________________________________ 

I understand that to be considered for a position having a direct and regular contact with children, youth and/or vulnerable adults, a background 

check shall be performed by the staff of Gravel Hill UMC. I hereby consent to such contacts, including but not limited to the references listed 

above and criminal and agency background clearances related to child abuse. I agree to further provide all such information and permissions nec-

essary for the background clearance process to be completed.   Signature: ________________________________ 

I hereby certify that all information contained in this application is true and complete. I agree to abide by the Safe Sanctuary Policy of Gravel Hill 

UMC.  Signature: _________________________________ 

T h e  B E A C O N  



Gravel Hill UMC 

131 Gravel Hill Road 

Palmyra, PA 17078 

Phone: 717-838-4721 

 

Pastor: Reverend Douglas E. Smith revsmith@gravelhillumc.org 

Associate Pastor: Shawn Lochinger  sdlochinger@gmail.com 

Worship Leader: Joyce Lochinger joyce@gravelhillumc.org              

Lay Mobilizer: Tony Rose tony@gravelhillumc.org  

Education Director: Shauna Dowdrick dowdmom22@comcast.net 

Social Media Manager: Katie Landis katie@gravelhillumc.org      

Youth Leader: Judy Kennedy youth.ghumc@gmail.com 

Business Administrator: Dawn Schaffer dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Congregational Visitation: Joe Royer jroyer100@gmail.com 

General Questions: office@gravelhillumc.org 

www.gravelhillumc.org 

Submit all Articles for the  

January BEACON by  

December 15. 

PLEASE EMAIL ITEMS TO:  

dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Thank you! 

Email Us! 

Thank you kindly for the gifts of 
your time and talent!  
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