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The BEACON

In an effort to keep the church as safe as possible, we are asking that you please
remember to bring your key fobs to all church activities and functions. Thank you.

The Blue-Gray of a November Day

Pastor
Doug Smith
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Once again, November
has arrived. While I am
not a fan of cold weather,
I have always had a special affinity with this
month. Largely due to
the fact that the celebration of Thanksgiving was
a massive affair in my
family. It was normal to
have forty to fifty people
at our house. Grandparents, Aunts and Uncles,
cousins (once and twice
removed) nieces and
nephews, grandnieces and
grandnephews (many of

whom I never got the
right names attached to
the right bodies).
Every year we
had enough cousins to
field two full football
teams. And the games
were legendary, at least
to us. The NFL’s
”Immaculate Reception”
is nothing compared to
the diving-over-theshoulder snag my brother made one year to win
the great Thanksgiving
day game. Further, if
injuries are what really

defines a professional
game, I am proud to report that not a year went
by where someone had to
be carted off the field
and several years that
carting didn’t stop until
the emergency room!
What a blast!
All of that, of
course, paled to the feast
that usually ended our
football game. Mom
would cook the largest
turkey you ever saw, usu(Continued on page 3)

Prayers please. . .
Please remember the
following people with
prayer, cards and visits.
Always call before
visiting to confirm that
the individual would like
to be visited.
Please contact the
church office with requests for prayer.

Lauren Forte, Earl & Jean
Deimler, Jim Ault, Pastor
Smith and Family, Bobby
Breen (Connie Bernatos’ son),
Bob Shearer, Jack Swartz,
Gaby Santiago-Grubic, Gerald
Brown, Martha Kleinfelter,
Becky Zellner, Betsy, Karen,
and Rick Smeltz, Sherry Bell
(Chad Bell’s mother), Arlene
Whitman, Bob Bretherick,

Adam Gensamer, Paula
Groves, Patrick Walmer, Rod
Stringer, Denny Alquist, Barb
Blauch, Randy Garrison, Gail
Adams, Amber Dishong &
Son, Bentley Cruz
Long-term Requests: Jean
Myers (Joyce Lochinger’s
mom), Pat Dovey (Shawn
Lochinger’s Mom), Karen
Ayers, Marian Grubb, Peg

Holdren (Margie Yohn’s
Mom), Ken Kline (Cindy
Blauch’s father), Vicki
(Cassel) Groft, Maria Knauth
(Dalinda Bohr’s mom), Dolly
Gordon, Pat Cavanaugh,
Tom Pankake,
Greg Cassel, Naomi Stewart, Donna Wolfer, Scott
Miller, Paula Coleman
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November 2019
Sun

Mon

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING:
8AM Traditional
9:15AM C.L.I.C.K.
10:30AM WALK

3

4

10:30am Chime Choir,
6:30—9:00pm Craft
301
Making, Rm 201
VETERANS LUNCH
Noon-3:00pm, FH
1-3:00pm, Member
Run Function, Gym

10

11

10:30am Chime Choir, 6:30—9:00pm Craft
Making, Rm 201
Rings in Worship

18

10:30am Chime Choir,
301
1-3:00pm, Member
Run Function, Gym

24

5
9:15am Ladies Bible
Study, Room 201
6:30pm Bell Choir,
301

12
9:15am Ladies Bible
Study, Room 201

25

6

13

7:30pm Partners In
Mission Meeting,
Library

19

20

9:15am Ladies Bible
Study, Room 201

5:30-6:30pm BITL
Meal FH
6pm FPU, 201
6:30pm 33, Bal
6:30 Youth, Heritage Room
6:30pm PC, FH

26

8am Bells Ring in
Worship

9:15am Ladies Bible
Study, Room 201

10:30am Chime Choir,
301

6:30pm Bell Choir,
301

1-3:00pm, Member
Run Function, Gym

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
1:00-5:30pm Member Run Function

7

8

5:30-6:30pm BITL
Meal FH
6pm FPU, 201
6:30pm 33, Bal
6:30 Youth, Heritage Room
6:30pm PC, FH

5:30-6:30pm BITL
Meal FH
6pm FPU, 201
6:30pm 33, Bal
6:30 Youth, Heritage Room
6:30pm PC, FH

6:30pm Bell Choir,
301

11:00am-4:00pm
Texas Roadhouse
Fundraiser

Wed

SPECIAL NOTE: Please call the church
office to check on scheduling for a specific date. Everyone must call prior to
using any church space. This calendar is
printed a month in advance of its publication. Reservations change often.

6:30pm Bell Choir,
301

1-3:00pm, Member
Run Function, Gym

17

Tue

27

9:00am-5:00pm
Basket Guild, FH

14

15

16

BEACON Articles
Due for Next Month

21

28
5:30-6:30pm BITL
Happy
Meal FH
Thanksgiving!
BITL Programs
run as normal
6:45pm ADVENT
Worship in
Sanctuary

9

22
4:00-8:00pm
Christmas Market
5:00-6:00pm
Fashion Show

29
Church
Office
Closed

23
7:00-am-1:00pm
Christmas Market
with Indoor Yard
Sale
9:00-11:00am
Cookies With Santa

30
9am
Holiday Decorating
The more, the
merrier!
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Pastor’s Pen (Continued)
(Continued from page 1)

ally in the 30-40 lb
range. She would put that
huge turkey in the oven
around 2 am and the aroma of turkey would greet
us at 5am when we went
to do the farm work. All
the adults brought their
specialty which made the
meal a true community
experience.
The very gathering around table was an
act of thanksgiving for the
blessing of family and
friends. Our thanks for
family and God’s blessings
was not an abstract
thought, but a close encounter that helped a
large and diverse family
stay together. I am glad
there were no cellphones
so that we could fool ourselves that we were a close
family by texting
thoughts from a 1000
miles away. We talked, we
discussed and we argued,
always face to face where
decorum kept you from
being hurtful.
But if all of this
were not enough, I have
always loved the stark
beauty of a cool November day. For many years I
have carried in my mind
the title of a poem I
would like to pen: “The
blue-gray of a November
day.” The problem is, I
am not a poet. But if I
were I would try to express the beauty of leaf-

less tree branches reaching toward heaven highlighted by the particular
blue-gray sky of November.
To me the branches appear to be offering God
praise for the blessings
past in the midst of the
fall of life.
Not only do the
craggy fingers of age
thank God for the past,
they seem to petition
God for the future for
they have seen enough
know that while things
might look lifeless, God’s
potential is always present. I was reminded of
this recently when Karen
and I visited Fort Monroe in the Virginia
Hamptons. Inside the
massive walls of that fort
is an Oak tree that is
estimated to have been
present when the Colonists first set foot in
Jamestown in 1607. To
touch that tree was to
touch 400 years of life
and the wisdom of one
of God’s precious creatures. It reminded me
that hope is intrinsic in
all of creation.
If I were a poet, I
would also speak of the
mature leaves that have
left their place of nurturing and flown upon the
wind to other places to
dance, to play and to
converse with other
leaves. They remind me

of the joy of children as
they swirl and take
flight in the November
wind. I love to see a sudden group of leaves running down the street as
if they are laughing and
hopscotching to the
neighbors house to play
a game of Thanksgiving
football!
Most of all, I
think the want-to-be
poet in me would want
to express that these arthritic-like hands reaching toward heaven are in
a posture that is part of
our very existence. In
the midst of what looks
like death, they are ever
in a posture of utter
submission and humility
before God. They are
not afraid of the time of
year because they know
the goodness of the Creator. They know that
despite the look of death
all around them, in God
there is ever present life!
So as I move into
the fall of life I pray
that my hands will always be lifted to God in
an attitude of thanksgiving and humility; that I
will always retain the
laughter and playfulness
of children, and that I
will always see and recognize the hope and potential of new life that is
ever present in God’s
creation.
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SPECIAL WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1. Spoken announcements from
any groups within the church
must be provided in writing to the
Worship Leader by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday during
which they are to be announced.
Making announcements during
worship will be done by the Pastor and the Worship Leader only.
Due to the desire to have Worship
consistent and on time it is necessary for this change to take place,
effective immediately.
Thank you, Pastor Smith
Originally printed Nov 2018
2. If you are in need of any type of
projection or music in the sanctuary for funerals, weddings, special church announcements etc.,
please follow proper protocol and
give them to our worship leader
with as much advanced notice as
possible. This will provide time to
determine if your presentation can
be created and/or if it is compatible with the intricate computer
software which is used in the
sanctuary. Thank you for your
understanding! SEND ALL INFO
TO: joyce@gravelhillumc.org
Originally printed June 2018
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Worship Leader

Joyce
Lochinger

Any questions? Please contact Joyce Lochinger at joyce@gravelhillumc.org
In an effort to keep the church as safe as possible, we are asking that you please
remember to bring your key fobs to all church activities and functions. Thank you.
Kidz Choir is low on numbers - we’re asking that if you have a child that enjoys
singing and also if your child enjoys going to camp in the summer that you would
consider having them join kidz choir. Practice is Wednesday evenings from 6:00pm
– 6:30pm in the choir room. Please contact joyce@gravelhillumc.org with any questions.
The Adult Choir is always willing to have more singers added to their ranks. If you
like to sing and can commit to 2 Sundays a month and Wednesday evening practices
(45minutes long) then we would love to have you join our group. We have fun and
sing praises together! Singing is good for the soul! Email Joyce with questions.
Special music for the 8am worship service is always appreciated. Please let Joyce
know if you have a talent that you wish to share in the 8am worship service –
thanks.

GH Bell Ringers & Chimers

Barb
Miller-Nelligan

Hello everyone. Bell Ringers practice in room 301 on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm.
Our regular schedule is to ring in church on the fourth Sunday of the month at the 8:00 am service. Any change to that schedule will be announced in advance. The first change will be in
November.
Here is the schedule through December – please mark your calendars:
November – the 2nd Sunday, 11/10 (switching with Chimes)
December – the 4th Sunday, 12/22 and Christmas Eve 12/24 at 9:00 pm
Chimers practice on Sundays from 10:30-11:15 in Room 301.
Our group rings in church on the second Sunday of the month at the 10:30 service. Any change
to that schedule will be announced in advance. The first change will be in November.
Here is the schedule through December – please mark your calendars:
November – the 4th Sunday, 11/24 (switching with Bells)
December – the 2nd Sunday, 12/8
Home: 717-820-4909

Cell: 717-265-4637

Bnelligan165@comcast.net
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Christian Education
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Shauna
Dowdrick

Unit 2 Lessons cont.
Trailblazers, Pathfinders and PeeWees – I can be God’s Child
Nov 6 Meeting 3
Helping Others Join God’s Family
Nov 13 Meeting 4
Jesus Helps Me
Scooters- My Bible Book
Nov 6 Meeting 3 The Bible Tells of God’s Love
Nov 13 Meeting 4 The Bible Tells About Jesus
Nov 20-NO CLUB Christmas Market Set Up
Nov 27- NO CLUB Happy Thanksgiving!!!
The Activity for this Unit is

Youth News!

Judy
Kennedy

Keep checking on social media for updates on any other youth activities.
Questions can be directed to Judy Kennedy (717-202-5449) or
kennedyx5@comcast.net.
HOLIDAY DECORATING!!
Saturday, Nov. 30, begin at 9am.
The more the merrier!!

FLEECE FABRIC IS NEEDED!
We’re making double layered fleece hats to be donated to the homeless missions in Harrisburg and to chemo patients at the
Hershey Medical Center. A piece of fleece 12” x 60” is enough to make one double layered fleece hat. Dark solid colors of
fleece (black or dark gray) will be used for the homeless and brightly colored solid fleece or printed fleece fabrics will be used
for chemo hats. For more information, call June Yohn at 717-838-4927. Thank you!
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Deep Thoughts

Tony
Rose

Plenty to be thankful for, before I get into my monthly spat…
Truly, deeply, madly thankful to you. YOU. The one who volunteered. The one who answered the call to help with one, two, three, four, five, or all six of our fall events. Truly
thankful to YOU. YOU. Who came out on a Friday or a Saturday or a Sunday to help setup, tear-down, participate in, and/or assist with: The Charity Motorcycle Ride, Palmyra’s
Great Give, the Fall Feeding Frenzy 5K, the ChiliFEST, (upcoming: Vets Luncheon & Christmas Market). Life is busy. Weekends are crazy. But YOU---yes you the volunteer—gave of
your time to help. And I thank you. YOU!
So now here’s my article. It’s actually a survey. I’d like to do some event assessment so I can
better plan, budget, and maximize OUR time and resources. Please read these over and answer HONESTLY! Place completed Surveys in my mailbox at your convenience. This is an
anonymous survey; however, if you wish to add your name, please feel free. Here we go…
supercakeyeasypie!...
Charity Motorcycle Ride: Benefits Katye’s Helping Hands
_____ I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue
_____ I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued
_____ I have volunteered for this event at least once
_____ I have participated in this event at least once
Comment: ___________________________________________________________________
Community Day/Palmyra’s Great Give: Benefits a variety of local missions/organizations
_____ I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue
_____ I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued
_____ I have volunteered for this event at least once
_____ I have participated in this event at least once
Comment: ____________________________________________________________________
Fall Feeding Frenzy 5K + Spring Run + (potentially 2 other runs): Benefits the Caring Cupboard
_____ I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue
_____ I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued
_____ I have volunteered for this event at least once
_____ I have participated in this event at least once
Comment: ____________________________________________________________________
The Palmyra Area ChiliFEST and Chili Cook-Off: Gravel Hill’s proceeds benefits our Missions Team
_____ I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue
_____ I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued
_____ I have volunteered for this event at least once
_____ I have participated in this event at least once
Comment: ___________________________________________________________________
(Continued on page 7)
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Deep Thoughts, continued

P ag e 7

Tony
Rose

(Continued from page 6)

Veteran’s Luncheon: Benefits all active and retired military personnel and their families
_____ I believe this is an important mission of the church and should continue
_____ I don’t believe this is an important mission of the church and feel it should be discontinued
_____ I have volunteered for this event at least once
_____ I have participated in this event at least once
Comment: __________________________________________________________________
Name (optional): ____________________________________________
Additional comments or Concerns:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Please place completed surveys in my mailbox by elevators! Thanks! ~Tony
And finally, a Deep Thought: “If you ever drop your keys into a river of molten lava, let
them go, because, man, they’re gone!” ~ Jack Handey

November Birthdays
11/1
11/2

11/3

11/4

11/5

11/6
11/7

Stacey Houser
Bethany Walker
Arthur Witherbee
Zachary Sheffy
Dale Huffman
James T. Simpson
Judy Huntley
Tammy Hogue
Alex Stringer
Madison Bashore
Madison Blauch
Timothy Pankake
Cordelia Potts
Debbie Warlow
Tawn Boltz
Ted Rider
Jesse Schlotzhauer
Richard Hamp
Ashley Bogdan
William Joseph
George Ulrich

11/8

11/9
11/10
11/11

11/12
11/13
11/14

11/15

Gary Suchy
Kyra Lutz
Janessa Zahorchak
Lewis West
Emma Palmer
Bonita Clark
Sylvia Perrero
Jacqueline Neidigh
Austin Smith
Bruce VanBrunt
Roman Byler
Jeffrey Freidel
Pam Foreman
Briana Long
Brennan deMackiewicz
Chad Bell
Anne Marie Long
Johnathan Stewart
Emily Getz
Ryan Talalai

11/17

11/18

11/19

11/20
11/21

Kohen Wallace
Alana Moro
Daniel Altfather
Chelsea Gontz
Elizabeth Holzman
Tyler Julian
Sandra Deschamps
Michael Cloud
Stephanie Butler
Athena Milbert
Cynthia Blauch
Garrett Kohr
Ashley Zimmerman
Rachel Boltz
Diane Zellers
Sienna Lutz
Pauline Koons
Madden Smith
Alex Maloy
Conner Moro
Brynna McDonald
Sean Reedy

11/23

11/25
11/26
11/27
11/28

11/29

Rebecca Grumbine
Jackie Lutz
Dianna Frey
Ian McDonald
Jay Splain
Chris Hromco
Bryan Werner
Samantha Tulli
Kyra Coleman
Eric Hoffman
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Sandy
Fausey

November 22 and November 23
It is Time ….
•

To be finishing up your crafts for the Christmas Market.

To check the calendar to the right to see when you can help with preparations in advance or the days of the Market and for those important dates to
drop off donations.
•

To plan a Silent Auction item – new items only please, minimum value
$25.00.
•

To gather your gently used clothing and household items to donate for
the Yard Sale and Clothing Boutique.
•
•

To stop by the table in the lobby

For candy and cookie recipe suggestions or look for your favorite candy
or cookie recipes for the Bake Shoppe.
•

To sign up to pre-order Chicken Corn Noodle or Ham and Bean Soup.
Orders can also be placed online.
•

To sign up to help with set up for the Yard Sale in the Family Center, to
sort and display yard sale items, to make soup, and to help on Market Days.
•
•

To pick up a tag to help supply items for the kitchen.

•

To register for a vendor table.

All proceeds will be shared with the Ronald McDonald House, the Lebanon
Rescue Mission (for several programs), the Agape Family Shelter and the
Phoenix Youth Center. It takes many willing volunteers to donate and provide
hands on help for us to have a successful event.

We hope that you have been working on Crafts for the Craft Shoppe,
Searching your cookbooks for new Candy and Cookie recipes or dusting off your all-time favorites!
Thinking of creative ideas for the Silent Auction (new items only, value at least $25.00).
Have you started your fall cleaning? The Indoor Yard Sale is a good place to donate gently used household items and clothing.
Have a small business that you would like to feature in our vendor area? Please contact Sandy Fausey.
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Christmas Market Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

4

5

6

7

8

Sign up sheets
at Welcome
Center To Order
Soup and To
Volunteer in all
areas!

Saturday
9
8:30am-??

Friendly Reminder!
Please Bring Your Key Fob when coming to church!

Setup Family
Center
Afternoon Drop
off donations
((BRING YOUR
KEY FOB))

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Sign up sheets
at Welcome
Center To Order
Soup and To
Volunteer in all
areas!

9:00am-Noon &
6:00pm-8:00pm

9:00am-Noon &
6:00pm-8:00pm

9:00am-Noon &
6:00pm-8:00pm

9:00am-Noon &
6:00pm-8:00pm

9:00am-Noon &
6:00pm-8:00pm

Setup Yard Sale
and Clothing

Setup Yard Sale
and Clothing

Setup Yard Sale
and Clothing

Setup Yard Sale
and Clothing

Setup Yard Sale
and Clothing

10:00am —???
Pull meat and
make soup

Drop off donations ((BRING
YOUR KEY
FOB))

Drop off donations ((BRING
YOUR KEY
FOB))

Drop off donations ((BRING
YOUR KEY
FOB))

Drop off donations ((BRING
YOUR KEY
FOB))

Drop off donations ((BRING
YOUR KEY
FOB))

17

18

19

20

21

22

FINAL SOUP
ORDERS DUE

9:00am-Noon &
6:00pm-8:00pm

Sign up sheets at
Welcome Center
to Volunteer in all
areas

Setup Yard Sale
and Clothing

9:00am-2:00pm & 9:00am-2:00pm & 9:00am-2:00pm & 9:00am-Noon
6:00pm-8:00pm
6:00pm-8:00pm
6:00pm-8:00pm
Craft Pricing,
Setup Yard Sale
Setup Yard Sale
Setup Yard Sale
Candy and Silent
and Clothing
and Clothing
and Clothing
Auction Drop
Off
FINAL Drop off 6:00-8:00pm
1:00-8:00pm

Sunday Morning
Soup Pickup between services
Begin Craft Drop
Off

Drop off donations ((BRING
YOUR KEY
FOB))

donations
Drop Off Crafts
((BRING YOUR 6:30pm-??? Setup
KEY FOB))
Lobby and Holy
5:00pm until ??? Grounds Area
Soup Making
6:30-8:00pm Soup

Craft, Candy and
baked goods drop
off All items
should be
dropped off by
Thursday

Pickup in Fellow6-6:30pm Dress
ship Hall
Rehearsal for
Fashion Show

Drop off donations ((BRING
YOUR KEY
FOB))

23
7:00am-1:00pm
Christmas
Market
ALL OPEN
9:00am-11:00am
Santa

1:00pm Dinner
Prep and Vendor Volunteers:
Setup BY 3:45pm Park across the
4:00-8:00pm
street
Christmas
6-7:00am BreakMarket OPEN fast
5:00-6:00pm
Fashion Show
NO YARD
SALE TODAY

We need you
before, during &
after

P ag e 1 0

Please contact the
Church Office to be
added to the list for:
Prayer Chain Calls
If you are interested in
being on the call list for
prayers requested, please
call the church office so
that we may add you to
the list.
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Community Information
Men’s Morning Out
Food & Fellowship to Shady Maple Restaurant. Every 3rd Friday morning of the
month. The van leaves at 7:00am from the Gravel Hill UMC parking lot.
Limited seating = 13 people Sign up at the Welcome Center!
For more information: contact Bill Yohn 717-679-3592

~Thank you

Gravel Hill:

Email Messages

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your prayers, love and

For an electronic version
of the newsletter, the
bulletin or special announcements, please notify the church office.

support during Bobby’s medical issues. The Christian spirit is always
alive in Gravel Hill United Methodist Church.
God Bless You and Once Again, Thank You!
Connie & Family

Call (717-838-4721)

Help to Decorate the
Sanctuary!
The More, The Merrier!
Saturday, Nov. 30
Begin at 9:00am

Partners In Missions Meetings Scheduled!

November 12  January 14  March 10  May 12
7:30-8:30pm, Heritage Room (Library)
The Caring Tree
This mission effort was lovingly adopted by the Eric and Beth Hoy. They will be
coordinating all efforts with regard to obtaining information on families who may be
in need of this program. Please do not call the schools directly to try to obtain information on families as this requires a great amount of discretion and there is a
team for the caring tree actively working on it. If you want to assist this effort in
any way, you’re welcome to contact Beth Hoy by calling 717-503-6100.
More information will be coming on this wonderful program.

Confirmation Classes To Be Offered Winter 2020!
We have received a few inquiries about Confirmation Classes. We have decided to offer the classes in the winter
sometime after the New Year. Classes are generally open for students in 7th-12th grades who are interested in joining
the church. The sessions are designed to help students explore their faith journey and information about the United Methodist Church. They usually take place on Sunday mornings from 9:00-10:30. The classes will be scheduled
for 8 weeks and an additional retreat session to do some special activities. Our hope is that winter may not be as
busy and it will be easier for students to commit to the sessions. If your youth is interested in attending confirmation classes, please let Sandy Fausey know so she can be in touch with students and families to see what timeframe
will work best. Email address – jfsf75@outlook.com.
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Monthly Book Reviews
Listed below are three book reviews from the church library which is located in the
Heritage Room. One review is from the children’s section, one is from the teen’s section and there is one from the adult section of the library. Enjoy!
Little Angels – Thankful for God’s Blessings by Diane Stortz

Twins Alex and Zoe are blessed to have eight Little Angels watching over them – literally! The Angels descent from a mural on the bedroom ceiling when the children need
them the most, providing practical lessons, values, and biblical truths, and reminding
them of God’s ever-present love and care. In Thankful for God’s Blessings, Alex is having a bad day! When he grumbles that things always seem to go wrong for him, Michael, the lead Angel, suggests they play a gratitude game. Alex and Zoe learn that
they have a lot to be thankful for – and that all their blessings come from God.
Jesus Is _________________ by Judah Smith
How would you finish that sentence? The subject is there, and so is the verb, but
what comes next? Your answer could shed light on the path to becoming who you
were made to be. In these pages, Judah Smith, fills out that sentence again and again,
each time further revealing the character of Jesus. He writes as if to a friend, illustrating the importance of Christ’s message to modern men and women. This is a book
for new believers, for lifelong followers, and for the merely curious. Judah Smith
shows us the Jesus that somber paintings and hymns fail to capture. Wish passion,
humor, and conviction, he shows that Jesus is life. Jesus is grace. Jesus is your friend.
Jesus is a new and better way to be human.
Rest Assured by Vicki Courtney
Overcommitted? Over-connected? Over-burdened? Then you’re likely also overwhelmed. Our lives today are full, but, oddly, our souls are empty. Pushed, rushed,
and stretched – we ache for a respite, relief, and a way to somehow get rest for our
deep weariness. Rest Assured offers hope for the daring woman who truly wants to
disrupt her current patterns and see lasting change. Divided into two parts, it offers
not just an intervention for our issues:
• The Badge of Busyness
• The Exhausting Pursuit of Happiness
• Tethered Souls
• Worried Sick
But also a plan to help us recover our sanity and lives:
• Prioritize the One Thing Needed: Time for God
• Create Room to Breathe: Time for Solitude
• Give Yourself a Break: Time for Leisure
• Pay It Forward: Time for Others
Happy Reading from the Church Librarians, Kristen Capion and Janell Ault!
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Would You Like To Volunteer?
Gravel Hill UMC needs your help with all the events and missions that happen here and
through our church community!
We operate under a Safe Sanctuary Policy to ensure the safety of everyone
TO VOLUNTEER:
in attendance at any given event. PA law states that your background
You must fill out one of
check, criminal clearance and fingerprints are good for 5 years from the
these Volunteer
date you obtain them. You DO NOT need to obtain a fingerprint clearApplications per year!
ance if you have been a PA resident for 10 or more years. If your clearances are within 5 years of an event’s date, please provide a copy of them
to the office. We need to keep them here on file. If you need them, you can obtain them
online fairly easily. Call 838-4721 for more Information.
To obtain your Criminal Background Check: http://epatch.state.pa.us
To obtain your Child Abuse History Clearance: www.compass.state.pa.us

UMCOR Advance Specials
100% of any monetary gift you provide to UMCOR is given directly to the
specific area in which it was intended. If you are able to help please use:
#982450: Use this number in reference to disaster response and helping people
worldwide, including the residents of the Bahamas.
#901670: Use this number in reference to helping the U.S. Disaster Response efforts through UMCOR.

Social Media

Katie
Landis

Check us out at: www.gravelhillumc.org Are you on social media? Join us by searching: Gravel Hill Church (Facebook)& like our page @GravelHill (Twitter)
Would you like an electronic version of the Sunday Bulletin?
You can have the Sunday bulletin sent to your inbox! It is easy to sign up to receive it!
Open the Gravel Hill homepage (gravelhillumc.org). Click on Media. Select newsletter.
When the newsletter page opens, scroll to the bottom to fill out the form. Select Hill
Highlights (Digital Sunday Bulletin), and click Submit. Your Sunday Bulletin will appear
in your email Sunday morning. Please contact me with any questions:
katie@gravelhillumc.org
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APPLICATION FORM
For ADULTS working with children, youth, and vulnerable adults.
Please check the appropriate boxes:
□ Volunteer

□ Paid Staff

□copy of PA Criminal Background Check attached?
□copy of PA Child Abuse History Clearance attached?

Today’s date: ________________________ Name: ____________ ________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________ Email: ____________________ _________________
Phone:

Home _______________________

Mobile

_______________ _____)______ Work _________ _________________

Emergency Contact : 1.________________________________________ 2.__________________________________________________
Member of Gravel Hill? YES □ OR NO □ If no, please note home church: ______________ ________________________________
Have attended Gravel Hill UMC since: ______________________ *Resident of Pennsylvania for ______________________years
This information is ONLY necessary if you will be offering to assist children or youth groups by driving them to/from functions.
Driver’s License #: ___________________________

Vehicle Make, Model, Year: ________________________________________________

□ I agree to keep this vehicle covered under a current insurance policy during the time I offer to use my personal vehicle to help transport
anyone to or from Gravel Hill UMC. Initials: ________
Graduated: □ High School □ College□ Post Graduate

□ Other

Specific areas of expertise/knowledge:
Experiences working with children/youth:
Organization

Describe experience

Date(s)

1.

_____________________________

_____________________________________

________________

2.

_____________________________

_____________________________________

________________

3.

_____________________________

_____________________________________

________________

4.

_____________________________

_____________________________________

________________

□ Christian Education Teacher

□ Youth Ministry Assistant

□ PAID Staff Position

□ Vacation Bible School Teacher/Assistant

□ Music Ministry Lead/Assistant

□ PAID Nursery Staff

□ Nursery Volunteer

□ Missions Programs

□ Other: ___________________________________

Provide two (2) references of individuals (Name/Address or phone/relationship), not related to you.
1.

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever been convicted of a crime or crimes other than a summary offense (for example, a traffic ticket)? □ YES OR □ NO
please explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Has a determination of abuse of a child of any nature ever been made by a government agency against you? □ YES OR □ NO
please explain: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

If yes,

If yes,

Is there any other reason, including those related to the safety and well-being of children, youth and vulnerable adults, that would render you
unsuited for the position for which you have applied? Please explain: ___________________________________________________
I understand that to be considered for a position having a direct and regular contact with children, youth and/or vulnerable adults, a background check shall be performed by the staff of Gravel Hill UMC. I hereby consent to such contacts, including but not limited to the references listed above and criminal and agency background clearances related to child abuse. I agree to further provide all such information and
permissions necessary for the background clearance process to be completed. Signature: ________________________________
I hereby certify that all information contained in this application is true and complete. I agree to abide by the Safe Sanctuary Policy of Gravel
Hill UMC. Signature: _________________________________
*If you have not been a Pennsylvania resident for more than 10 years, an FBI fingerprint clearance is a state requirement and must be
obtained in order to volunteer at GHUMC.

www.gravelhillumc.org

Email Us!

Pastor: Reverend Douglas E. Smith revsmith@gravelhillumc.org
Gravel Hill UMC
131 Gravel Hill Road
Palmyra, PA 17078
Phone: 717-838-4721
Email: office@gravelhillumc.org

Associate Pastor: Shawn Lochinger sdlochinger@gmail.com
Worship Leader: Joyce Lochinger joyce@gravelhillumc.org
Lay Mobilizer: Tony Rose tony@gravelhillumc.org
Education Director: Shauna Dowdrick dowdmom22@comcast.net
Social Media Manager: Katie Landis katie@gravelhillumc.org
Youth Leader: Judy Kennedy youth.ghumc@gmailcom
Business Administrator: Dawn Schaffer dawn@gravelhillumc.org
Congregational Visitation: Joe Royer jroyer100@gmail.com
General Questions: office@gravelhillumc.org

Submit all Articles for the
November BEACON by
November 15.
PLEASE EMAIL ITEMS TO:
dawn@gravelhillumc.org

Thank you!

Thank you kindly for the gifts
of your time and talent!

