
The BEACON 

home town in northern 
Pennsylvania where he 
attended church. Greg 
clearly connected his cur-
rent ministry with his 
“wonderful memories of 
the Christian Community”. 
In fact, these “wonderful 
memories” created in his 
childhood are at the core 
of his  ministry. That Chris-
tian Community, he 
shared, was not perfect 
but it was the community 
that taught him about 

Christ, about joy and cele-
bration, and about family.  
   Parents and Grandpar-
ents of young children 
need to pay close attention 
to what Greg shared about 
the values learned in the 
Christian Community. This 
is particularly true in our 
current culture where the 
pursuit of pleasure and 
wealth seem to be the only 
values worth attaining. We 
live in a time where on 
Sunday more people are 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Your Prayers are Requested. . . 

If you were not in church 
to hear Greg Bump speak 
about his ”Santa Claus” 
ministry on the last Sunday 
of July, you missed a great 
testimony that encom-
passed the importance, 
power, and potential of 
the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Additionally, Greg clearly 
articulated how Christ 
moves the passive Chris-
tian to one who actively 
lives Christ in the world.  
   Greg shared that his jour-
ney began as a child in his 

Creating Christian Memories Pastor 

Doug Smith 

Please remember the  

following people with 

prayer, cards and visits.  

Always call before  

visiting  to confirm that 

the individual would like  

to be visited.      

Please contact the church 

office with requests for 

prayer. 
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September 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

2 

LABOR DAY 

Church Offices 
Closed 

3 4 5 

 

6 

 

7 
 

 

8 
10:30am Chime Choir, 

301 

9 

 

10 

6:30 Bell Choir, 301 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

BEACON Articles 
Due for Next Month 
10:30am Chime Choir, 

301 

 

 

16 

 
 

17 
9:15am Ladies Bible 

Study, Room 201 

6:30 Bell Choir, 301 

18 

Be In The Light 
Begins!  
5:30-6:30pm Meal 
in Fellowship Hall 
6pm FPU, 201 
6:30pm 33, Balco-
ny 

19 

 

20 

 

21 
Charity Motorcycle 
Ride 

22 
10:30am Chime Choir, 

301 

 

2-4pm Member Run 

Function, Pavilion 

23 

 

24 

6:30 Bell Choir, 301 

25 

Be In The Light 
Begins!  
5:30-6:30pm Meal 
in Fellowship Hall 
6pm FPU, 201 
6:30pm 33, Balco-
ny 

26 

 

27 

 

28 
Palmyra’s Commu-
nity Day (Great 
Give) @ Memorial 
Park, all day long 

29 
10:30am Chime Choir, 

301 

10:30am Special 

Worship led by Praise 

Team at Memorial 

Park.  

30      
SPECIAL NOTE: Please call the church 

office to check on scheduling for a specific 

date. Everyone must call prior to using any 

church space. This calendar is printed a 

month in advance of its publication. Reser-

vations change often. 

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING:  
8AM Traditional 

9:15AM  C.L.I.C.K. 
10:30AM WALK 



the blue; it rarely comes 
to us without a deep de-
sire to serve; and it rarely 
seems clear at first. Greg 
began the process and the 
Lord directed and refined 
the search.  
   The Lord opened doors 
that led to Greg under-
standing the memories he 
would make would be 
through the medium of 
“Santa Claus.” Once again, 
however, while Greg 
came to see the medium 
with which the Lord 
would use him, he had no 
idea exactly where that 
service would take him. 
Greg shared that he did at 
least know he specifically 
wanted to use his “Santa” 
in a way that pointed to 
Christ.  
   How do we make our 
life a life of serving the 
Lord? It has something to 
do with a deep desire to 
give back to the larger 
world what was given to 
us by faithful Christians 
from our own past. Make 
sure the little ones learn 
more than the harsh 
greed of the world. It has 
something to do with a 
willingness to push 
through our inhibitions 
and provide God a canvas 
upon which he can paint a 
vibrant life. And it has 
something to do with a 
willingness to equip one-
self for ministry. Greg 
spent many years going to 
events to learn how to be 

willing to roust their chil-
dren from bed for an early 
sports event or to cart 
them halfway around the 
world to play…anything is 
of value, but making sure 
they find themselves in an 
arena where the values of  
“Christ, joy and celebra-
tion, and family” are taught 
just doesn’t make the 
grade.  
   Those early memories 
remained with Greg and 
they were what cause him 
to inquire of the Lord - how 
could he “make memo-
ries?” It is easy to pass right 
by this subtle internal con-
versation, but to do so is to 
miss the genesis of “call 
and ministry.” Greg’s minis-
try began with his desire to 
“recreate” in some fashion 
what he learned as a child. 
It did not begin with God 
showing up in a burning 
bush and dropping a minis-
try in his lap. Greg was not 
waiting around, he was 
actively searching! 
   I really love how he relat-
ed the crux of the personal 
barrier he had to over-
come. He wanted to make 
memories that shared 
Christ, joy and celebration, 
and family but his question 
to the Lord was, “What can 
a fat, bearded, bald guy do 
(his words not mine)?” 
Greg’s testimony is a re-
minder that serving the 
Lord rarely comes out of 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Pastor’s Pen (Continued) 

the best Santa he could 
be.  
   Finally, Greg shared an 
intense story of the first 
time he was called to visit 
a young child who was 
dying of cancer. He talked 
about the horrible inter-
nal struggle he faced as 
the appointed time 
neared. How would he 
handle it? What would he 
say? How would the child 
respond? Was he up to 
the task? That struggle 
continued  right up to the 
moment he entered the 
child’s room. It was at 
that point the Lord spoke 
to Greg reminding him, “It 
is not about you, it’s 
about the little girl.” That 
voice filled Greg with the 
peace and the resolution 
to serve the Lord no 
matter what.   
   The current (guiding) 
belief that serving the 
Lord will suddenly appear 
and will be easy is little 
more than a justification 
to not step out in faith. 
Greg went where the diffi-
cult call of the Lord di-
rected and it has filled him 
with a profound joy and 
sense of accomplishment. 
He is creating memories 
that are helping people 
face terrible things. Greg’s 
question to us is a clarion 
call, “What Christian 
memories are you cre-
ating?” 



Worship Leader 
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Joyce  

Lochinger 

Any questions?   Please contact Joyce Lochinger at joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

SPECIAL WORSHIP AN-
NOUNCEMENTS: 

1. Spoken announcements from 

any groups within the church 

must be provided in writing to the 

Worship Leader by the Wednes-

day prior to the Sunday during 

which they are to be announced. 

Making announcements during 

worship will be done by the Pas-

tor and the Worship Leader only. 

Due to the desire to have Worship 

consistent and on time it is neces-

sary for this change to take place, 

effective immediately.   

Thank you, Pastor Smith  
Originally printed Nov 2018 
2. If you are in need of any type of 

projection or music in the sanc-

tuary for funerals, weddings, spe-

cial church announcements etc., 

please follow proper protocol and 

give them to our worship leader 

with as much advanced notice as 

possible. This will provide time to 

determine if your presentation can 

be created and/or if it is compati-

ble with the intricate computer 

software which is used in the 

sanctuary. Thank you for your 

understanding!  SEND ALL INFO 

TO: joyce@gravelhillumc.org  

Originally printed June 2018 

Hello everyone.  I hope you are all having a great summer!  In just one more month our 2019-
2020 season will begin.  Our first practice will be on Tuesday, September 10th, 6:30 to 7:30 pm in 

the Music Room. 

Our regular schedule is to ring in church on the fourth Sunday of the month at the 8:00 am ser-
vice.  Any change to that schedule will be announced in advance.  The first change will be in 

November. 

Here is the schedule through December – please mark your calendars: 
October – the 4th Sunday, 10/27 
November – the 2nd Sunday, 11/10 (switching with Chimes) 

December – the 4th Sunday, 12/22 and Christmas Eve 12/24 at 9:00 pm 

I am looking forward to another great year with each of you.  See you on September 10th! 

In Christ’s fellowship, Barb 

 

Home:  717-820-4909 Cell:  717-265-4637 Bnelligan165@comcast.net 

Gravel Hill Bell Ringers Barb 

Miller-Nelligan 

~Wednesday, Sept. 18 at 6:00pm~ 

Kids choir registration and start up in the choir room.  

Can’t wait to see all kids ages pre-K- fifth grade there to sing and celebrate! 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Adult choir begins practice in the choir room.  

All persons interested in singing are invited to join.  

 

~Tuesday, Sept. 17 at 9:15am~ 

Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible study begins.  

Any woman interested in studying Gods Word is invited to join.  

We meet in room 201.  

mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:Bnelligan165@comcast.net
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Gravel Hill Pioneer Club will begin on Wednesday Sept. 18th . Pioneer Club is a 
mid-week Bible Club for children grades Pre-k (ages 3-5 and potty-trained) 
through 5th grade. Every Wednesday 6:30-8:00 the children participate in les-
sons, activities and missions to build their understanding of Christ, friendship, 
love and the importance of taking care of one another.  

Cost for the 2018-2019 Club year is $30 for the first child and $20.00 for each 
additional child in the same family.  If these fees are a hardship for your family, 
please indicate that by checking the box on the registration form.  We have 
scholarships to help families in need and want every child to be able to attend 
Pioneer Club!   

The registration link will be available on the gravelhillumc.org website Aug 25-
Sept 8.   All registration fees are due the first night of Club.  Any questions 
please see Shauna Dowdrick or email pioneerclubpalmyra@gmail.com 

Christian Education Shauna 

Dowdrick 

Gravel Hill Chime Choir Barb 

Miller-Nelligan 

Hello everyone.  I hope you are all having a great summer!  In just one more month our 2019-
2020 season will begin.  Our first practice will be on September 8th, 10:30 to 11:15 in the Music 

Room. 

Our regular schedule is to ring in church on the second Sunday of the month at the 10:30 service.  

Any change to that schedule will be announced in advance.  The first change will be in November. 

Here is the schedule through December – please mark your calendars: 
October – the 2nd Sunday, 10/8   correction 10/13 
November – the 4th Sunday, 11/24 (switching with Bells) 

December – the 2nd Sunday, 12/8 

I am looking forward to another wonderful year with each of you.  See you on September 8th! 

In Christ’s fellowship, Barb 
 

Home:  717-820-4909 Cell:  717-265-4637 Bnelligan165@comcast.net 

mailto:pioneerclubpalmyra@gmail.com
mailto:Bnelligan165@comcast.net
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Tony 

Rose 

September 23 can’t come soon 

enough!  Tired of the heat and 

humidity!!!  I sit and write this 

on August 6 and its 89 degrees 

out with 5,000,000% humidity 

and we have National Night Out 

tonight!!!!!   Ugh!  Who plans 

these things???  

Let’s keep this somewhat brief 

and to the point, kids….here ya 

go:   

September 8: Texas Road-
house Fundraiser 11 am—4 pm 

September 21: Charity Motor-
cycle Ride, 8 am – 3 pm 

September 28: Palmyra’s 
Great Give (AKA Community 
Day): All Day Saturday at Me-
morial Park 

October 12: Fall Feeding Fren-
zy 5K: Begins and ends at the 
Londonderry Village 

October 19:  Palmyra Area 
ChiliFEST & Chili Cook-Off:  11 
am – 2 pm at Holy Spirit Catho-
lic Church 
October 20: Texas Roadhouse 
Fundraiser 11 am– 4 pm 

November 3: Veteran’s Lunch-
eon, noon-3:30 
November 22-23: Christmas 
Market 

Let me know if you are interest-
ed in helping with any of these 
events.  HELP is ALWAYS 
appreciated.   Our Volunteer 
Portal on our website is up and 
running for ALL of our Fall 
events, including the massively 
huge PGG), and it’s  easy to 
sign-up for 1, 2, 3, or all of the 
opportunities.   Follow this link 
to access the Portal:  https://
gravelhillumc.org/share/time-
talent/volunteering/  and sign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 up for the Veteran’s Luncheon 
on November 3 and the follow-
ing: 
As a reminder, we are also 
signed up with Hershey to help 
with their Usher needs during 
the summer concert season and 
throughout the year at the Giant 
Center.  If you are interested in 
helping with this volunteer op-
portunity, please visit https://
gravelhillumc.org/share/time-
talent/hersheypark-volunteers/ 
or contact me ASAP.    All volun-
teer guidelines, benefits, etc…
will be listed on the above link.   
They are posting summer con-
cert help right now!!!!   

I met with Sue and Kim regard-

And now, this Deep 

Thought:   

“Love is not something 

that you can put chains on 

and throw into a lake.  

That’s called Houdini.  

Love is liking someone a 

lot.”  

ing an upcoming AgeWave 
Seminar.  Information 
should already be posted in 
the Bulletin regarding it.  
Please let me know if you 
have any questions!   
Sessions 4 & 5 of Men’s 
Fraternity: 33 the Series will 
begin on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 4th.  We will meet 
every Wednesday evening 
from September 4-
November 20.  We will meet 
in the balcony.  There will 
be a $15-per session fee 
($30 total) to cover your 
training materials.  Sign-ups 
are on-going at the Wel-
come Center or by emailing 
me.   

Dalinda and Keith Bohr 
have once again agreed to 
lead a newly-vamped Finan-
cial Peace University.  The 
9-Week class will begin on 
Wednesday, September 
18th and run through No-
vember 13th.  The class will  
meet in room 201 from 6-8 
pm.  Sign-up info should 
already be posted in the 
Bulletin, at the Welcome 
Center, on Social Media, 
and on the Pre-Worship 

slides.     

Thank you to the following 

people who helped man our 

Booths at National Night 

Out:  Tiff Rettew, Bill and 

June Yohn, Carol Kase, and 

Kathy Conlon…and to Bob 

Shearer who despite his 

moaning and groaning 

helped me set-up and tear-

down!!!! 

https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/
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Check us out at: www.gravelhillumc.org 

Are you on social media?  Join us by searching: 

Gravel Hill Church (Facebook)& like our page @GravelHill (Twitter) 

Would you like an electronic version of the Sunday Bulletin? 
You can have the Sunday bulletin sent to your inbox! It is easy to sign up to receive it! 

Open the Gravel Hill homepage (gravelhillumc.org). Click on Media. Select newsletter. 

When the newsletter page opens, scroll to the bottom to fill out the form. Select Hill 

Highlights (Digital Sunday Bulletin), and click Submit. Your Sunday Bulletin will appear 

in your email Sunday morning.   Please contact me with any questions: 

katie@gravelhillumc.org  

Social Media  Katie 

Landis 

Keep checking on social media for updates on 
any other youth activities. Questions can be 
directed to Judy Kennedy (717-202-5449) or  
kennedyx5@comcast.net. 

Youth News! Judy  

Kennedy 

http://www.gravelhillumc.org
mailto:kennedyx5@comcast.net
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Sandy 

Fausey 

It takes many 
willing volun-
teers to have 
a successful 
event to sup-
port local 
charities.  If 
you are not 
available the 
days of event, 
there are 
many opportu-
nities to help 
with pre-

market events.  This 
is also a great time 
to develop friend-
ships with the church 
family.  Watch the 
bulletin and upcoming 
newsletters for more 

details or contact a 
planning team mem-
ber.   

Barb Reed – Crafts 

Judy Kennedy - Silent 
Auction, Vendors, 
Soup  

Beth Hoffman - Bake 
Shoppe 

Trudy Kern - Cookies 
with Santa  

Tony Rose - Indoor 
Yard Sale, Household 
Items  

Tiffany Rettew - 
Clothing Boutique 

Jeff Kennedy -
Kitchen 

Sandy Fausey—
General Information  

We hope that you have been working on Crafts for the Craft Shoppe,  

Searching your cookbooks for new Candy and Cookie recipes or dusting off your  

all-time favorites!   

Thinking of creative ideas for the Silent Auction (new items only, value at least $25.00).   

Have you started your fall cleaning?  The Indoor Yard Sale is a good place to donate gently 

used household items and clothing. 

Have a small business that you would like to feature in our vendor area?  

Please contact Sandy Fausey. 
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September Birthdays 

9/2 Elias Rose 

 Brock Beltz 

 Dustin Bossinger 

 Eileen Smith 

9/3 Merle Eash, Jr. 

 Sophia Konnick 

 Rebecca Ostrander 

 Beth Hoffer 

9/4 Adrienne Eckenrode 

 Janell Ault 

 Shawn Edwards 

 Jerry Heinaman 

 Monique Donzo 

9/5 Justin Hirons 

9/6 Susan Pankake 

 Brian Seltzer 

 Sean Reedy 

 Nathan Koch 

9/7 James Kelley 

 Taylor Weaver 

9/8 Carter Stansfield 

 Andrew Seaman 

9/9 Mary Ellen Wagner 

 Shirley Keefer 

 Melanie Knoll 

 Kevin Yohn 

 Angela Bomgardner 

 Felecia Williamson 

 Sarah Kennedy 

 Paige Serba 

 Henry Hughes 

9/10 Samuel Kern 

 Eugene Kulp 

 Roy Martz 

 David Witherbee 

 Cynthia Hall 

 Samantha Henderson 

 Hailey Butler 

 Tacey Weaver 

9/11 Philip Parker 

 Madison Light 

 Terri Royer 

 Britny Miller 

 

 

 

9/12 Fay Betz 

 Joann Geiger 

 Karen Longenecker 

 Stephanie Sheffy 

 Zachary McGonigal 

 Kristen Capion 

 Kaitlyn Zimmerman 

9/13 Brian Bogdan 

 Kerry Rohland 

 Matt Getz 

 Weston Altfather 

9/14 Todd Plummer 

 Richard Wallace 

9/16 Camden Van Brunt 

 Adam Kennedy 

 Gregory Mettley 

9/17 Joyce Nodge 

 Douglas Knoll 

 Ian Spearing 

 Nathan Werner 

 Kathleen Conlon 

 Connor Gurt 

9/18 Douglas Boltz 

9/19 Dominic Wadel 

 Lincoln Schaffer 

9/20 Randy Flowers 

 Stephen Klinger 

 Robert Bomgardner 

9/21 Connie Bernatos 

 Dawn Schaffer 

 Mikayla Kupstas 

9/22 Jeff Talalai 

 Barbara Parker 

 Dawson Barrett 

9/24 Benjamin Bell 

 Jeff Fake 

 Alexis McDonald 

9/25 Samuel Tujillo 

 Brooklyn Van Brunt 

 Zoe Sponeybarger 

9/26 Eric Hoy 

 Kayla Bonawitz 

 

 

 

9/27 Mary Engleman 

 Hannah Walker 

 Beth White 

 Jonathan Cornett 

 Ciera Sternberger 

 Lorraine Mitchell 

9/28 Gavin Bardsley 

 Rebecca Zohn 

 Linda Witherbee 

 William Wise 

 Cameron Schaffer 

9/29 Howard Bowman 

 Harry Newcomer 

 Alexander Trujillo 

9/30 Laurel Wagner 

 Brooklynne Beltz 

 David Miller 

 Trish Sitler 
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Community Information 

Men’s Morning Out 

Food & Fellowship to Shady Maple Restaurant. Every 3rd Friday morning of the 

month. The van leaves at 7:00am from the Gravel Hill UMC parking lot.   

Limited seating = 13 people Sign up at the Welcome Center!  

Head’s Up! 

The 2019 Christmas 

Market is scheduled 

for: Nov. 22 & 23 

Begins: Wed. Sept. 4, 6:30-8:00pm 

Meet: In the Balcony 

Leader: Tony Rose 

This is a Bible study from the Authentic Manhood Series.  Sessions 4 & 5 will run 

every Wednesday from September 4, through November 20.  There is a $30 ma-

terials fee total for both sessions.  Sign-up at the Welcome Center or by email-

ing tony@gravelhillumc.org  You need not to have completed the first three Ses-

sions to attend. Hope to see you there! 

Thank you for the opportunity to go to Gretna Glen and 

have an amazing week! 

Love, Samantha, Gavin and Cora Tulli 

Begins: Wed. Sept. 18, 6-8pm 

Meet: In Room 201 

Leaders: Keith & Dalinda Bohr 

The 9-Week class will run through November 13th.  Sign-up info is on the Wel-
come Center, on Social Media, and on the Pre-Worship slides.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Tony Rose at tony@gavelhillumc.com or by calling the 
church office.  

Dear Gravel Hill, 

Thank you for sharing your very beautiful church with FUMC Westborough, 

MA. We appreciate your generosity and kindness.  

God Bless You!  FUMC Westborough, MA 

Tuesday Morning  

Ladies’ Bible Study: 

Bible Study will begin on 

September 17, 2019.  

Partners In Missions 

Meetings Scheduled! 

September 10 

November 12 

January 14 

March 10 

May 12 

7:30-8:30pm 

Heritage Room 

(Library) 

Everyone Welcome!! 

mailto:tony@gravelhillumc.org
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Monthly Book Reviews 

Listed below are three book reviews from the church library which is located in the 
Heritage Room. One review is from the children’s section, one is from the teen’s sec-
tion and there is one from the adult section of the library. Enjoy! 

 

Big Topics for Little Kids:  Tell Me About Faith by Joel Anderson 

How do you explain faith to a little child? Tell Me About Faith is the story of a little girl 
whose daddy is a soldier stationed far from home. She knows him only through his 
letters, but trusts his promises and believes in his love. This heartwarming story helps 
children understand what it means to place their hope and trust in a loving God they 
cannot see. The Big Topics for Little Kids series is an excellent resource for anyone 
who wishes to explain hard-to-understand spiritual concepts to young children. With 
concrete examples to which children can relate, Joel Anderson breaks down huge 
concepts into tiny pieces that little minds can understand. He also provides parent/
teacher activities that open the door for deeper discussion and exploration of Scrip-
ture. Parents will appreciate this tool that will help them discuss the abstract topics of 
faith with their children. 

 

Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul on Tough Stuff by Jack Canfield 

This version explores a host of challenges faced by today’s teens. Within its pages, 
teens will find portraits of life’s complexities expressed from the viewpoint of their 
peers. Teen contributors share their thoughts and feelings on difficult issues, ranging 
from poor self-image to thoughts of suicide, from family discord to coping with loss, 
from peer pressure to school violence. 

 

Trusting Enough to Parent by Wayne Hastings 

Being a parent today is not what it used to be. Like it or not, the days of Ward, June, 
and “The Beav” are quaint nostalgia, having given way too far more complex and dan-
gerous times. In this age of safe sex, schoolyard violence, subjective “truth”, and a 
media bent on contradicting our best parenting efforts, we need God more than ever 
to assist with the challenge of rearing healthy, self-confident kids. Do we trust Him 
enough to shepherd us in our efforts? Trusting Enough to Parent provides spiritual 
direction and practical advice to moms and dads laboring at the most important job 
in the world. Armed with biblical truths and a wealth of parenting wisdom gleaned 
from personal experience, author Wayne Hastings, sets forth some invaluable lessons 
on the art of “co-parenting” with God – along with significant doses of hope and en-
couragement to help you through the tough times. 

 

Happy Reading from the Church Librarians, Kristen Capion and Janell Ault! 
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Gravel Hill UMC needs your help with all the events and missions that 

happen here and through our church community!  

We operate under a Safe Sanctuary Policy to ensure the safety of everyone 

in attendance at any given event. PA law states that your background 

check, criminal clearance and fingerprints are good for 5 years from the 

date you obtain them. You DO NOT need to obtain a fingerprint clear-

ance if you have been a PA resident for 10 or more years. If your clearances are within 5 

years of an event’s date, please provide a copy of them to the office. We need to keep 

them here on file. If you need them, you can obtain them online fairly easily. Call 838-

4721 for more Information.  

To obtain your Criminal Background Check: http://epatch.state.pa.us 

To obtain your Child Abuse History Clearance: www.compass.state.pa.us 

TO VOLUNTEER: 

You must fill out one of 

these Volunteer  

Applications per year! 

Would You Like To Volunteer? 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 

Let Tony know if you are interested in helping with any of our community and 
church events.  HELP is ALWAYS appreciated. NEW!! Our Volunteer Portal is 
on our website and is up and running for several fall event easy sign-ups.  Most 
major outreach events (those requiring the most volunteer help) will be posted 
by July. Follow this link to access the Portal:  https://gravelhillumc.org/share/
time-talent/volunteering/ 

 

We are also signed up with Hershey to help with their Usher needs during the 
summer concert season and throughout the year at the Giant Center.  If you are 
interested in helping with this volunteer opportunity, please visit https://
gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/ or contact me 
ASAP. All volunteer guidelines, benefits, etc…will be listed on the above link. 
They are posting summer concert help right now!!!!  

https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
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APPLICATION FORM 
For ADULTS working with children, youth, and vulnerable adults. 

Please check the appropriate boxes: 

□ Volunteer  □ Paid Staff  □copy of PA Criminal Background Check attached? 

      □copy of PA Child Abuse History Clearance attached? 

Today’s date: ________________________   Name:  _____________ ________________________________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________________________________   Email: _______________________ _________________ 

Phone:   Home  _______________________ Mobile  _____)______ Work  _________________ 

Emergency Contact : 1.________________________________________   2.__________________________________________________ 

Member of Gravel Hill?  YES □  OR  NO □  If no, please note home church:  ___________________ ________________________________ 

Have attended Gravel Hill UMC since: ______________________  *Resident of Pennsylvania for ______________________years 

This information is ONLY necessary if you will be offering to assist children or youth groups by driving them to/from functions.  

Driver’s License #: ___________________________   Vehicle Make, Model, Year: ________________________________________________ 

□ I agree to keep this vehicle covered under a current insurance policy during the time I offer to use my personal vehicle to help transport anyone 

to or from Gravel Hill UMC.   Initials: ________ 

Graduated:  □ High School □ College □ Post Graduate □ Other 

Specific areas of expertise/knowledge: 

Experiences working with children/youth: 

 Organization    Describe experience    Date(s) 

1. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

2. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

3. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

4. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

□  Christian Education Teacher  □  Youth Ministry Assistant  □  PAID Staff Position 

□  Vacation Bible School Teacher/Assistant □  Music Ministry Lead/Assistant □  PAID Nursery Staff 

□  Nursery Volunteer   □  Missions Programs  □  Other: ___________________________________ 

Provide two (2) references of individuals (Name/Address or phone/relationship), not related to you. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you ever been convicted of a crime or crimes other than a summary offense (for example, a traffic ticket)?  □ YES  OR  □ NO   If yes, please 

explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Has a determination of abuse of a child of any nature ever been made by a government agency against you? □ YES  OR  □ NO   If yes, please ex-

plain: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there any other reason, including those related to the safety and well-being of children, youth and vulnerable adults, that would render you 

unsuited for the position for which you have applied? Please explain: ___________________________________________________ 

I understand that to be considered for a position having a direct and regular contact with children, youth and/or vulnerable adults, a background 

check shall be performed by the staff of Gravel Hill UMC. I hereby consent to such contacts, including but not limited to the references listed 

above and criminal and agency background clearances related to child abuse. I agree to further provide all such information and permissions nec-

essary for the background clearance process to be completed.   Signature: ________________________________ 

I hereby certify that all information contained in this application is true and complete. I agree to abide by the Safe Sanctuary Policy of Gravel Hill 

UMC.  Signature: _________________________________ 



Gravel Hill UMC 

131 Gravel Hill Road 

Palmyra, PA 17078 

Phone: 717-838-4721 

 

Pastor: Reverend Douglas E. Smith revsmith@gravelhillumc.org 

Associate Pastor: Shawn Lochinger  sdlochinger@gmail.com 

Worship Leader: Joyce Lochinger joyce@gravelhillumc.org              

Lay Mobilizer: Tony Rose tony@gravelhillumc.org  

Education Director: Shauna Dowdrick dowdmom22@comcast.net 

Social Media Manager: Katie Landis katie@gravelhillumc.org      

Youth Leader: Judy Kennedy Kennedyx5@comcast.net 

Business Administrator: Dawn Schaffer dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Congregational Visitation: Joe Royer jroyer100@gmail.com 

General Questions: office@gravelhillumc.org 

gravelhillumc.org 

Submit all Articles for the  

October BEACON by  

September 15. 

PLEASE EMAIL ITEMS TO:  

dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Thank you! 

Email Us! 

Thank you kindly for the gifts of 
your time and talent!  
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