
The BEACON 

Church Plan Conference in 
spirit.” The declaration 
counters new church laws 
enforcing restrictions that 
forbid LGBT members 
from being married or 
serving in ordained minis-
try in United Methodist 
churches. 

Those laws were passed 
by the Special General 
Conference in February 
2019, where the conserva-
tive Traditional Plan nar-
rowly defeated the cen-

trist One Church Plan. The 
resolution, presented by 
the Rev. James McIntire, 
calls for ongoing efforts to 
embrace LGBTQ people 
and to support “ministry 
to, for and with all per-
sons, regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender iden-
tity.”  

"We are broken. We are in 
disagreement. We are 
hurting. We are afraid,” 
read McIntire, pastor of 

(Continued on page 3) 

Gerald Brown, Harold Lebo, 

Shaun Sandiford, Jane Wet-

zel, Lauren Forte, Geoff 

Good, Karen Ayers, Tonya 

Nagle, Denny Alquist, Marian 

Grubb,David Lingle (Dale’s 

Dad), Dale Maxwell (Karen 

Smith’s sister), Barb Blauch, 

Adam Gensamer and family, 

Randy Garrison, Lorie Haney, 

Sue Walters, Gail Adams, 

Devin & Megan Deyorio and 

Crist families, Shari Powers 

(Dave Louthan’s mom), Reitz 

& Heffelfinger families, The 

Eia Family. 
  

 

Long-term Requests: Rob-
ert Huffman, Jean Myers 
(Joyce Lochinger’s mom), 
Pat Dovey (Shawn Loching-
er’s Mom), Karen Ayers, 
Peg Holdren (Margie Yohn’s 
Mom), Ken Kline (Cindy 

Blauch’s father), Vicki 
(Cassel) Groft, Maria Knauth 
(Dalinda Bohr’s mom), Craig 
Englebach, Dolly Gordon, 
Earl & Jean Deimler, Pat 
Cavanaugh, Tom Pankake, 
Barbara Cherry, Greg Cas-
sel, Naomi Stewart, Donna 
Wolfer, Scott Miller, Paula 
Coleman. 
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Your Prayers are Requested. . . 

The 2019 Eastern PA Annu-
al Conference, meeting 
June 13-15 in Oaks, Pa., 
elected eight delegates to 
represent it at the 2020 
General Conference 
(GC2020), May 5-15, in 
Minneapolis, and elected 
eight more delegates to 
join them at the next 
Northeastern Jurisdictional 
(NEJ) Conference in July 
2020.  

Meanwhile, the annual 
conference declared itself, 
by a narrow vote, “a One 

Conference elects diverse delegates;  
OKs centrist resolution 

John W.  

Coleman 

Please remember the  

following people with 

prayer, cards and visits.  

Always call before  

visiting  to confirm that 

the individual would like  

to be visited.      

Please contact the church 

office with requests for 

prayer. 
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July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 
 

4 

 

5 

 

6 
 

 

7 
 

10:30am Chime Choir, 

301 

 

8 

 

9 

6:30pm, Heritage Rm 

SPRC 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

10:30am Chime Choir, 

Ringing for Worship 

 

Youth Messy Game 

Day in the Pavilion 

 

15 

 
BEACON Articles 
Due for Next Month 

16 
 

17 

 

18 

 

 

19 

7am Men’s Morning 

Out, meet in Pkg Lot 

 

20 
 
5:00pm Youth 
Group from  Out of 
Town staying the 
night!  

21 
 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 
 

28 
10:30am Chime Choir, 

301 

 

4:00pm Kennedy’s 

House Pool Party 

29 30 31    

SPECIAL NOTE: Please call the church office to 
check on scheduling for a specific date. Everyone 
must call prior to using any church space. This 
calendar is printed a month in advance of its publi-
cation. Reservations change often. 

EVERY SUNDAY 
MORNING:  

8AM Traditional 
9:15AM  C.L.I.C.K. 

10:30AM WALK 



tion a modified, more Bi-
ble-centered advertising 
slogan. That resolution, 
#2019-10, which did re-

ceive some support, 
asked that “Open Bi-
bles” be added to the 
popular but unofficial 
UMC slogan “Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors.”  

The GC2020 primary dele-
gates elected are: 

Clergy: The Revs. Dawn 
Taylor-Storm; Andrea 
Brown; Lydia Muñoz; and 
Johnson Dodla. 

Laity: Judy Ehninger; 
Krystl Johnson; Ann Jacob; 
and Lenora Thompson 

Taylor-Storm and 
Ehninger were each elect-
ed first. They were also 
elected first to the 2016 
General Conference and 
co-led that delegation in 
2016 and 2019. 

Six more Eastern PA Con-
ference members were 
elected as alternates for 
2020. (See full list below.) 
The full delegation is half-
clergy and half-laity, as 
required. Four of the eight 
GC2020 delegates also 
represented the confer-
ence at General Confer-
ences in 2016 and 2019. 

While only one of the 
eight primary General 
Conference delegates is 
male, the entire delega-
tion is diverse in gender, 
generation—five are un-

Royersford UMC, in begin-
ning his presentation state-
ment. “We are apol-
ogetic to the commu-
nities in which we 
minister. We need 
healing.” 

McIntire cowrote the 
resolution with the 
Rev. Lydia Muñoz, his 
wife who was reelected to 
General Conference during 
the session. “We as an An-
nual Conference say, ‘Do 
no harm. Do good. And 
stay in love with God.’,” he 
concluded, quoting John 
Wesley.  

The hotly debated resolu-
tion passed by just 66 
votes, after one attempt to 
alter it with new wording 
and another to table it in-
definitely both failed. 
When challenged for letting 
the resolution proceed to a 
vote despite its disagree-
ment with church law, pre-
siding Bishop Peggy John-
son called the measure 
“aspirational” and thus ad-
missible, according to a 
recent UMC Judicial Council 
ruling. Nonetheless, confer-
ence members voted to 
appeal her decision to the 
Judicial Council.  

The controversial resolu-
tion was one of 18 the 
body approved, while only 
one was voted down: an 
attempt to adopt and rec-
ommend to the denomina-

(Continued from page 1) 
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Conference elects diverse delegates;  
OKs centrist resolution (Continued) 

der 40—and race and eth-
nicity—including Cauca-
sian, African American, 
Latino and Indian-
American members. 

The elections took all 
three days and many bal-
lots to complete, as nomi-
nees attracting fewer 
votes began withdrawing 
from the balloting to facil-
itate completion. Five of 
the 22 delegates were 
nominated on the floor of 
the conference or as write
-in candidates. 

Other resolutions that 
passed included: 

New temporary rules 
allowing churches 
that wish to disaffil-
iate from the con-
ference and de-
nomination by De-
cember 31, 2023, 
to retain their 
properties under 
certain conditions 
and in compliance 
with annual confer-
ence policies and 
protocols. Those 
protocols include 
paying all appor-
tioned obligations 
and remittances 
due, and satisfying 
prescribed clergy 
pension obliga-
tions. Resolution 
2019–19L tempo-
rarily supersedes 
rules adopted by 
the 2015 Annual 
Conference when 

Wesley UMC Quar-
ryville left the de-
nomination and 
was able to take its 
heavily mortgaged 
church building at 
a cost. 

Resolution #2019-
18L, also requires 
compliance with 
the Book of Disci-
pline’s new ¶2553 
mandate that al-
lows a church to 
disaffiliate from 
the UMC after pay-
ing its “withdrawal 
liability in an 
amount equal to 
its pro rata share 
of any aggregate 
unfunded pension 
obligations to the 
annual confer-
ence.” 

The recently reconsti-
tuted Healing the 
Wounds of Racism 
(HWR) Core Ac-
countability Team 
will again super-
vise all required 
mandated training 
to help clergy, lay 
ministers and con-
ference staff un-
derstand and help 
to dismantle rac-
ism through their 
ministries. That 
training will now 
include basic and 
advanced courses, 

(Continued on page 5) 



Worship Leader 
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Joyce  

Lochinger 

Any questions?   Please contact Joyce Lochinger at joyce@gravelhillumc.org 
SPECIAL WORSHIP AN-

NOUNCEMENTS: 
1. Spoken announcements from 

any groups within the church 

must be provided in writing to the 

Worship Leader by the Wednes-

day prior to the Sunday during 

which they are to be announced. 

Making announcements during 

worship will be done by the Pas-

tor and the Worship Leader only. 

Due to the desire to have Worship 

consistent and on time it is neces-

sary for this change to take place, 

effective immediately.   

Thank you, Pastor Smith  
Printed since November 2018 
2. If you are in need of any type of 

projection or music in the sanc-

tuary for funerals, weddings, spe-

cial church announcements etc., 

please follow proper protocol and 

give them to our worship leader 

with as much advanced notice as 

possible. This will provide time to 

determine if your presentation can 

be created and/or if it is compati-

ble with the intricate computer 

software which is used in the 

sanctuary. Thank you for your 

understanding!  SEND ALL INFO 

TO: joyce@gravelhillumc.org  

Printed since June 2018 

Anyone interested in providing summer special music please contact 
joyce@gravelhillumc.org to be placed on the schedule – thank you! 

 

Thank you to all who helped make this year’s VBS – Roar! A huge success.  And 
more importantly for helping the children of Gravel Hill and the community celebrate 
God’s love for them.  You are all the best! 

A very special thank you to Judy Kennedy for the fabulous decorations! Thank you for 
sharing your time and talent! 

mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
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Conference elects diverse delegates;  
OKs centrist resolution  (Continued) 

still provided by 
the current training 
firm Visions, Inc. 
(Resolutions #2019
-9, #2019-11 and 
#2019-15.) 

Approving Resolution 
#2019-14, the con-
ference agreed to 
advocate for pro-
tection of and re-
spect for Native 
American land 
rights based on 
treaties between 
Native tribes and 
the U.S. govern-
ment. 

Other approved resolu-
tions addressed econom-
ic, pension and health 
care concerns of clergy 
retirees, plus updated 
housing allowance and 
equitable compensation 
amounts for active pas-
tors. 

Two recently closed 
churches (Diamond UMC 
in Hazleton and CC Han-
cock UMC in Springfield, 
Pa.) were discontin-
ued. And 10 Advance Spe-
cial mission projects were 
approved for local church 
funding. 

Thanks to passage of Res-
olution 2019-02, orga-
nized clusters of neigh-
boring churches working 

(Continued from page 3) together in mission, 
known as “Mission 
ConneXions” since 
2013, are now “EPA 
Mission Links.” The 
name change is in re-
sponse to a copyright 
challenge by a national 
mission training and 
support agency based 
in Oregon. 

The final vote taken, on 
Resolution #2019-17, 
came quickly, with lim-
ited debate, in the 
waning moments be-
fore a time-mandated 
adjournment at 5 PM 
on Saturday. Members 
affirmed asking the de-
nomination to allow all 
local pastors and provi-
sional clergy—including 
those who have not 
completed seminary or 
the course of study—as 
well as student pastors 
to be eligible for elec-
tion as delegates to 
General and Jurisdic-
tional conferences and 
allowed to vote on con-
stitutional amend-
ments. 

The changes would be 
made to the UM Con-
stitution and Discipline 
if first approved by the 
2020 General Confer-
ence and then by an 
aggregate of two-thirds 
of annual conferences. 

 

Delegates elected to 
GC2020 and the NE Juris-
dictional Conference 
2020: 

Clergy: The Revs. Dawn 
Taylor-Storm; Andrea 
Brown; Lydia Muñoz; and 
Johnson Dodla. 

Laity: Judy Ehninger; 
Krystl Johnson; Ann Ja-
cob; and Lenora Thomp-
son 

Additional delegates 
elected to the NE Juris-
dictional Conference 
2020: 

Clergy: The Revs. Robin 
Hynicka; Daniel Lebo; Ed-
ward Locke Cameron; 
Hanna Bonner 

Laity: David Koch; Samuel 
Longmire; Clarita Ander-
man Krall; Elizabeth Fish-
er 

Alternate delegates 
elected: 

Clergy:  The Revs. Christo-
pher J. Kurien; Mandy 
Miller; Monica Guepet 

Laity:  Matthew Calde-
rone; Kristine Adams; Su-
san Grimm Maddox 



Deep Thoughts: Happy Spring! 
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Tony 

Rose 

Holy Moses, summer is already a 

third over!!!!  Mercy!   Hope your 

days are well and any vacations 

you’ve taken so far have created 

lasting and amazing memories.  

A bit of a repeat of June’s article, 

but hey, anything worth its salt 

bears repeating!  So here’s an-

other look at what’s coming up 

this fall and ways you can get 

involved!   

Aug 6: National Night Out, 5-8 
pm   Held at the Palmyra Middle 
School this year 
Sept 8: Texas Roadhouse Fund-

raiser 11 am—4 pm 

Sept 21: Charity Motorcycle 

Ride, 8 am – 3 pm 

Sept 28: Community Day: All 

Day Saturday at Memorial Park 

Oct 12: Fall Feeding Frenzy 5K: 
Begins and ends at Londonderry 

Village 

Oct 19:  Palmyra Area ChiliFEST 
& Chili Cook-Off:  11 am – 2 pm 
at Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
Oct 20: Texas Roadhouse Fund-

raiser 11 am–4 pm 

Nov 3: Veteran’s Luncheon, 
Noon-3:30 

Nov 22-23: Christmas Market 

Let me know if you are interested 
in helping with any of these 
events.  HELP is ALWAYS ap-
preciated.   As of this writing, our 
Volunteer Portal on our website 
is up and running for several fall 
event easy sign-ups.  Most major 
outreach events (those requiring 
the most volunteer help) will be 
posted by July.    Follow this link 
to access the Portal:  https://
gravelhillumc.org/share/time-

talent/volunteering/ 

We are also signed up with Her-
shey to help with their Usher 
needs during the summer con-

cert season and throughout the 
year at the Giant Center.  If you 
are interested in helping with this 
volunteer opportunity, please visit 
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/
time-talent/hersheypark-
volunteers/ or contact me ASAP.    
All volunteer guidelines, benefits, 
etc…will be listed on the above 
link.   They are posting summer 

concert help right now!!!!   

 I am also in the planning stages 
of partnering with Age Wave to 
bring a series of seminars to any-
one interested in developing an 
Advance Care Planning Strategy.  
Information in these seminars will 
be vital to any and all who desire 
to take a proactive approach to 
future and potential health care 
decisions.  Keep an eye open for 

more info.   

A Reminder about SCRIP:  Start-
ing June 9th, orders can once 
again be made by using the forms 
and envelopes found beneath the 
large bulletin board in the Wel-
come Center.  I am asking that all 
orders be placed in my mailbox.  I 
will collect them each Sunday and 
lock them in my office til ordered.  
They will be available for pick-up 
the following Sunday.  I’m also 
encouraging everyone who uses 
Scrip to sign up for a Family Ac-
count.  It’s no different than having 
an Amazon or eBay account.  Do 
your shopping on the Great Lakes 
Scrip Site and your % back still 
gets credited to our account.  
Instructions on how to complete 
that registration can be found on 
our church’s site under the “About 

Us” tab.     

A few reminders from last month’s 

article: 

• Did you know GH has 

an Adopt-a-Highway Team?  Well 

we do, and we typically go out 4 

times a year (once per season).  

We will be doing our next clean-

ing in early summer.  If you are 

interested in joining our AAH 

team, please let me know.  We 

can use all the help we can get!   

• We continue to look 

for help with our Community 

Gardens project. Both gardens 

are built and being utilized, now 

the upkeep begins!   Please visit 

impact-palmyra.org to sign up 

for maintenance times.  Any 

help you can give will be greatly 

appreciated!  

• Thank you to every-

one who helped with and/or 

purchased tickets for our annual 

Kauffman’s Chicken BBQ.  We 

raised nearly $2400 for our 

Missions and Outreach Minis-

tries!      

• Thank you to Dalinda 

Bohr for once again being our 

GH Rep at our Father’s Day 

with the Senators trip!    

Coming next month:  Info on our 

Fall Bible Studies including the 

next session of Men’s Fraternity 

and the possibility of a Financial 

Peace Class. 

But until then, chew on this 

Deep Thought:  “If you saw two 

guys named Hambone and 

Flippy, which one would you 

think liked dolphins most?  I’d 

say Flippy, wouldn’t you?  You’d 

be wrong though.  It’s Ham-

bone.”  ~ Jack Handy 

CALLING ALL  

VOLUNTEERS! 

Let Tony know if you are 
interested in helping with any 
of our community and 
church events.  HELP is AL-
WAYS appreciated. NEW!! 
Our Volunteer Portal is on 
our website and is up and 
running for several fall event 
easy sign-ups.  Most major 
outreach events (those requir-
ing the most volunteer help) 
will be posted by July.  Fol-
low this link to access the 
Portal:  https://
gravelhillumc.org/share/time
-talent/volunteering/ 

 

We are also signed up with 
Hershey to help with their 
Usher needs during the sum-
mer concert season and 
throughout the year at the 
Giant Center.  If you are in-
terested in helping with this 
volunteer opportunity, please 
visit https://
gravelhillumc.org/share/time
-talent/hersheypark-
volunteers/ or contact me 
ASAP.  All volunteer guide-
lines, benefits, etc…will be 
listed on the abov link. They 
are posting summer concert 
help right now!!!!   

https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/volunteering/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/
https://gravelhillumc.org/share/time-talent/hersheypark-volunteers/


P a g e  7  T h e  B E A C O N  V o l u m e  1 9 ,  I s s u e  7  

July Birthdays 

7/1 Emily Simanovich 

 Scott Graham 

 Diana Curtis 

7/2 Amber Hughes 

 Joseph Pallone 

 Matthew Cole 

7/4 Sandy Fausey 

 Emily Mickalonis 

7/5 Henry Westenberger 

7/6 James Walker 

 Devina Sherman 

7/7 Tim Cassel 

 Jayme Kollar 

7/8 James Foutz 

 Donna Hetrick 

 Robert Matthews 

 Lucille Zeiders 

 Ella Coakley 

 Nicole Jones 

 Diane Kupstas 

7/9 Jaime Blauch 

 Keith Bohr 

7/10 Mason Blauch 

 John Campbell 

 Kyle McCullough 

 Mike Funck 

 Kaitlin Eisenhour 

7/11 Dajan Light 

7/12 Lindsay Warlow 

 Rachel Hoffman 

7/13 William Higgins 

 Kevin Coakley 

 Felix Perrero 

7/14 Gregory Cassel, Sr. 

 Thomas Cassel 

7/15 Joel Wood 

 Dixie Burke 

 Bernie Smith Jr. 

 Larry Grunden 

7/16 Verna Myers 

 William Hamilton Sr. 

7/17 Robert Engelman 

 Heather Richardson 

 Barbara Wise 

 Shawna White 

7/18 Ashley Wieland 

 Katherine Ostrander 

7/19 Betty Huffman 

 Sherri Long 

 Kirsten Good 

7/20 Jean Foutz 

 Judy Stellmach 

 Paige Zewe 

 Terry Orlando 

 John Stewart 

7/22 Becky Firestone 

 Alexa Derr 

 Chad Foreman 

7/23 Cooper Eckenrode 

 Gwyn Deimler 

 Joseph Royer 

7/24 David Janes 

 Carson Edwards 

 Barbara Cherry 

7/25 Landon Blauch 

 George Albright 

 Carly Richardson 

 Allison Miller 

7/27 Wendy Shirk 

 Matthew Mailander 

7/28 Carole Zern 

 Taylor Zewe 

7/30 Shirley Suchy 

 Justin Plummer 

7/30 Marilyn Barbaretta 

 Matthew Rettew 

 Scott Eisenhour 

 Matthew Miller 

7/31 Amy Hines 

 Naomi Stewart 

 Genissa Eleutice 

 

July 14 - cookout at church and messy game day (Pavilion) 
July 28 - pool party - 4 pm at Kennedys  
August 17 - pool party and bonfire (welcoming rising 6th-graders 
and families) - 6 pm at Kennedys  
 
Keep checking on social media for updates on any other youth activities. Questions 
can be directed to Judy Kennedy (717-202-5449) or youth.ghumc@gmail.com. 

Youth News! Judy  

Kennedy 

mailto:kennedyx5@comcast.net
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Community Information 

I would like to send a huge thank you for all who have sent cards, flowers prayers, 
hospital and rehab hospital visits I’ve received after I broke my leg.  
I am home now and receiving ongoing therapy at home. Still having a lot of pain but 
getting a little better each day. I do appreciate your ongoing prayers and miss you all!! 
Hope to see you soon.  

Thank you, Karen Ayers           

Men’s Morning Out 

Food & Fellowship to Shady Maple Restaurant. Every 3rd Friday morning of the 

month. The van leaves at 7:00am from the Gravel Hill UMC parking lot.   

Limited seating = 13 people Sign up at the Welcome Center!  

Head’s Up! 

The 2019 Christmas Market is scheduled for: Nov. 22 & 23 

Garden of Life Update 

We have received in-
quiries about adding 
pavers to the Celebra-
tion of Life Garden.  If 
you would like to order 
a paver, the cost will 
remain $100.00.  In the 
hope of having pavers 
installed by All Saints 
Day, the absolute final 
date to place an order 
will be August 25.  Cele-
bration of Life Paver Or-
der Forms are available 
at the Welcome Center.   

Londonderry Village BBQ/Auction Nancy 

Bordner 

Friday, July 26 

5:00pm Refreshments 

5:00pm Bake Sale 

5:00pm Auction Preview 

7:00pm Concert on the Lawn 

 *Bring a lawn chair or blanket 

Saturday, July 27 

7:00am Breakfast 

9:00am Live Auction 

9:00am Car & Tractor Show 

11:00am-1:00pm  Chicken BBQ 

1:30pm Celebration and Ice Cream  

Social 

Chicken BBQ—$9.00 

Includes: 1/2 Chicken, Baked potato, applesauce, drink & Cookie 

Proceeds benefit our Good Samaritan Fund to support benevolent care. 

Londonderry Village 

1200 Grubb Road 

Palmyra, PA 17078 

717/838-5406, ext. 3052 

Londonderryvillage.org 
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Partners In Missions 

Puerto Rico Mission-Luncheon 

Join Us!! July 28th at 1:00 PM at Gravel Hill UMC,  

Everyone is invited!! 

In February 2019 our church was the lead team, for the first time, of this long stand-
ing mission. This annual event reunites past participants of this trip and is a great way 
to learn about this wonderful endeavor.  If you are thinking about getting involved or 
just a little curious, please join us and listen to the stories how god is working 
through people in the central mountains of Puerto Rico. A lunch will be provided and 
the annual trip report will follow.  Please join us for a couple of hours and who 
knows, you may be going next year to Puerto Rico and have your own stories to tell 
at the next reunion. Please RSVP to John Stewart by July 21st via phone 717-215-5742 
or email jmjp40@comcast.net  

Habitat for Humanity 

Another way to part of the church’s mission outreach is through the local Habitat for 

Humanity. Four individuals from our church, Jerry Farabaugh, Mark Mitchell, Michael 

Sis and Deron Julian recently embarked on a day trip to Lancaster PA,  helping to get 

a house ready for a family in need. It’s not just the labor, it is our Christian family 

putting others first and interacting with people in need. Can you spare a day and 

share God’s love? You do not have to be a skilled carpenter or a master plumber to 

be part of this mission.  Please sign up at the mission table and your journey begins!!! 

Lebanon Rescue Mission 

In June, a group from our church went to the Lebanon Rescue Mission to prepare and 

serve a meal to individuals that find themselves in a very difficult situation of being 

homeless. It is not just about serving a meal, it is an opportunity to share God’s mer-

cy and grace through our Christian love to individuals searching for a direction in life. 

Can you spare a couple of hours? Please sign up at the mission table and your jour-

ney begins!!! 

Upcoming regional mission trip to northern Pennsylvania.  
(tentatively mid Aug or mid Sept) 

Want to help and not go out of state. This is an opportunity to join us for 4-6 days in 
northern Pennsylvania, helping people with easy construction projects and spreading 
God's love through your actions. You do not have to be a skilled construction worker, 
simply a willing heart full of God's grace is all that is needed to be part of this endeav-
or. On July 7th and 14th, individuals from partners-in-mission team will be in holy 
grounds answering any questions or concerns. Want immediate attention!! Please 
contact John Stewart at 717-215-5742 or jmjp40@comcast.net 

mailto:jmjp40@comcast.net
mailto:jmjp40@comcast.net
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TO VOLUNTEER: 

You must fill out one of 

these Volunteer  

Applications per year! 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?  
Gravel Hill UMC needs your help with all the events and missions that happen 

here and through our church community!  

We operate under a Safe Sanctuary Policy to ensure the safety of everyone in 

attendance at any given event. PA law states that your background check, crimi-

nal clearance and fingerprints are good for 5 years from the date you obtain 

them. You DO NOT need to obtain a fingerprint clearance if you have been a 

PA resident for 10 or more years. If your clearances are within 5 years of an 

event’s date, please provide a copy of them to the office. We need to keep them 

here on file. If you need them, you can obtain them online fairly easily. Call 838

-4721 for more Information.  

To obtain your Criminal Background Check: http://epatch.state.pa.us 

To obtain your Child Abuse History Clearance: www.compass.state.pa.us 

Monthly Book Reviews 

We do hope that you keep reading during the summer months. Our newest book re-
views will be coming out in the Fall of 2019!  

Christian Education Shauna 

Dowdrick 

• The Middle School and High School rooms will be combining for the summer and 

they will meet in room 201. 

• July 7-Aug 18  One Room Sunday school will be run for Preschool through 5th grade.  

Check us out at: www.gravelhillumc.org 

Are you on social media?  Join us by searching: 

Gravel Hill Church (Facebook)& like our page @GravelHill (Twitter) 

Would you like an electronic version of the Sunday Bulletin? 
You can have the Sunday bulletin sent to your inbox! It is easy to sign up to receive it! Open the 

Gravel Hill homepage (gravelhillumc.org). Click on Media. Select newsletter. When the newslet-

ter page opens, scroll to the bottom to fill out the form. Select Hill Highlights (Digital Sunday 

Bulletin), and click Submit. Your Sunday Bulletin will appear in your email Sunday morning.   

Please contact me with any questions: katie@gravelhillumc.org  

Social Media  Katie 

Landis 

http://www.gravelhillumc.org
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APPLICATION FORM 
For ADULTS working with children, youth, and vulnerable adults. 

Please check the appropriate boxes: 

□ Volunteer  □ Paid Staff  □copy of PA Criminal Background Check attached? 

      □copy of PA Child Abuse History Clearance attached? 

Today’s date: ________________________   Name:  _____________ ________________________________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________________________________   Email: _______________________ _________________ 

Phone:   Home  _______________________ Mobile  _____)______ Work  _________________ 

Emergency Contact : 1.________________________________________   2.__________________________________________________ 

Member of Gravel Hill?  YES □  OR  NO □  If no, please note home church:  ___________________ ________________________________ 

Have attended Gravel Hill UMC since: ______________________  *Resident of Pennsylvania for ______________________years 

This information is ONLY necessary if you will be offering to assist children or youth groups by driving them to/from functions.  

Driver’s License #: ___________________________   Vehicle Make, Model, Year: ________________________________________________ 

□ I agree to keep this vehicle covered under a current insurance policy during the time I offer to use my personal vehicle to help transport anyone 

to or from Gravel Hill UMC.   Initials: ________ 

Graduated:  □ High School □ College □ Post Graduate □ Other 

Specific areas of expertise/knowledge: 

Experiences working with children/youth: 

 Organization    Describe experience    Date(s) 

1. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

2. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

3. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

4. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

□  Christian Education Teacher  □  Youth Ministry Assistant  □  PAID Staff Position 

□  Vacation Bible School Teacher/Assistant □  Music Ministry Lead/Assistant □  PAID Nursery Staff 

□  Nursery Volunteer   □  Missions Programs  □  Other: ___________________________________ 

Provide two (2) references of individuals (Name/Address or phone/relationship), not related to you. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you ever been convicted of a crime or crimes other than a summary offense (for example, a traffic ticket)?  □ YES  OR  □ NO   If yes, please 

explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Has a determination of abuse of a child of any nature ever been made by a government agency against you? □ YES  OR  □ NO   If yes, please ex-

plain: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there any other reason, including those related to the safety and well-being of children, youth and vulnerable adults, that would render you 

unsuited for the position for which you have applied? Please explain: ___________________________________________________ 

I understand that to be considered for a position having a direct and regular contact with children, youth and/or vulnerable adults, a background 

check shall be performed by the staff of Gravel Hill UMC. I hereby consent to such contacts, including but not limited to the references listed 

above and criminal and agency background clearances related to child abuse. I agree to further provide all such information and permissions nec-

essary for the background clearance process to be completed.   Signature: ________________________________ 

I hereby certify that all information contained in this application is true and complete. I agree to abide by the Safe Sanctuary Policy of Gravel Hill 

UMC.  Signature: _________________________________ 



Gravel Hill UMC 

131 Gravel Hill Road 

Palmyra, PA 17078 

Phone: 717-838-4721 

 

Pastor: Reverend Douglas E. Smith revsmith@gravelhillumc.org 

Associate Pastor: Shawn Lochinger  sdlochinger@gmail.com 

Worship Leader: Joyce Lochinger joyce@gravelhillumc.org              

Lay Mobilizer: Tony Rose tony@gravelhillumc.org  

Education Director: Shauna Dowdrick dowdmom22@comcast.net 

Social Media Manager: Katie Landis katie@gravelhillumc.org      

Youth Leader: Judy Kennedy youth.ghumc@gmail.com 

Business Administrator: Dawn Schaffer dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Congregational Visitation: Joe Royer jroyer100@gmail.com 

General Questions: office@gravelhillumc.org 

gravelhillumc.org 

Submit all Articles for the  

August BEACON by  

July 15. 

PLEASE EMAIL ITEMS TO:  

dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Thank you! 

Email Us! 

Dear Busy Bees: 

Thank you kindly for 
the gifts of your time 

and talent!  
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mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:tony@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:katie@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:dawn@gravelhillumc.org

