
The BEACON 

historic spiritual disci-

plines, the spirituality of 

generosity is a discipline 

into which one grows 

through intentional ef-

fort. 

 

Mark Batterson in The 
Circle Maker, reminded 

us that all spiritual devel-

opment, including a more 

effective prayer life, must 

be bathed in prayer. Pray-

er, by the way, that is 

bigger than the individu-

al; prayer that seeks 

God’s blessings upon us 

so that we can be God’s 

blessings to the world. 

Once again, however, 

none of this is possible 

without, first a desire for 

a closer walk with the 

Lord, and second without 

establishing an intentional 

discipline for spiritual 

growth. The church of 

antiquity clearly under-

stood the need for inten-

tional spiritual develop-

ment and created Lent for 

(Continued on page 3) 

Joan & Richard Heffner, June 

Blouch, Robert Huffman, 

Devin & Megan Deyorio and 

Crist families, Shaun Sandi-

ford, Wesley Sis (Michael’s 

brother), Shari Powers (Dave 

Louthan’s mom), Orville 

Hetrick, Geoff Good, Linda 

Bare, Helen Jean Wagner 

(Polly Matthews’ sister),  Lau-

ren Forte, Jen Arntz, Reitz & 

Heffelfinger families, Peg 

Holden (Margie Yohn’s Mom) 

Long-term Requests: Ken 

Kline (Cindy Blauch’s fa-

ther), Jean Myers (Joyce 

Lochinger’s mom), Pat 

Dovey (Shawn Lochinger’s 

Mom), Vicki (Cassel) Groft, 

Maria Knauth (Dalinda 

Bohr’s mom), Craig Eng-

lebach, Susan Dieter, Karen 

Ayers, Dolly Gordon, Earl & 

Jean Deimler, Thea Rogers, 

Pat Cavanaugh,  

Tom Pankake, Barbara 

Cherry, Greg Cassel, Johna-

than Stewart, Donna Wolfer, 

Scott Miller, Paula Coleman, 

The Eia Family. 
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Your Prayers are Requested. . . 

In January of this year, I 

preached a series on the 

“Spirituality of Generosi-

ty” using Adam Hamil-

ton’s book Enough as a 

reference. In this series we 

explored the Biblical truth 

that generosity is a deeply 

spiritual practice. Gener-

osity as a spiritual prac-

tice, we learned, is not 

about giving money to 

something, it is the hum-

ble act of returning 

thanks to God for the 

unmerited gift of salva-

tion. But, as with all of the 

Reverend 

 Douglas Smith 

Please remember the  

following people with 

prayer, cards and visits.  

Always call before  

visiting  to confirm that 

the individual would like  

to be visited.      

Please contact the 

church office with re-

quests for prayer. 

Pastor’s Pen 
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April 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

2 

NO Ladies Bible 

Study 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

3 

5:30pm BITL Meal, 

FH 

6:45pm LENTEN 

Worship 

4 

6:00-7:00pm GYM 

Reserved 

5 

 

6 

9:00-am-3:00pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved 

7 

9:10am “Unexpected” 

Bible Study, Rm 201  

10:30am Chime 

Choir, 301 

 

8 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

9 

NO Ladies Bible 

Study 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

6:30pm Bell Choir, 

301 

10 

5:30pm BITL Meal, 

FH 

6:45pm LENTEN 

Worship 

 

 

 

11 

6:00-7:00pm GYM 

Reserved 

12 

 

13 

9:00-11:00am Bun-

ny Brunch 

 

14 

9:10am “Unexpected” 

Bible Study, Rm 201  

10:30am Chime 

Choir, Ringing for 

Worship 

1:00-6:00pm  

Hospitality Center 

Reserved 

 

15 

BEACON Articles 

Due for Next Month 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

6:30pm Craft 

Group, 201 

16 

NO Ladies Bible 

Study 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

6:30pm Bell Choir, 

301 

 

 

 

17 

5:30pm BITL Meal, 

FH  

NO Kidz Choir 

Practice 

18 

 

7:00pm Maundy 

Thursday Worship 

19 

7am Men’s Morning 

Out, meet in Pkg Lot 

 

20 

 

 

21 

6am Sunrise Worship 

in Cemetery 

Easter Celebration in 

all three worship 

services.  

9:10am Christian 

Education runs as 

normal 

22 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

 

23 

9:15am Ladies Bible 

Study 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

6:30pm Bell Choir, 

301 

24 

5:30pm BITL Meal, 

FH  

 

25 

6:00-7:00pm GYM 

Reserved 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

8:00am Bells Ring 

9:10am “Unexpected” 

Bible Study, Rm 201  

9:00am NEW MEM-

BER Class, Library 

10:30am Chime 

Choir, 301 
 

29 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

30 

9:15am Ladies Bible 

Study 

6-10pm Church 

Volleyball League 

 6:30pm Bell Choir, 

301 

    
SPECIAL NOTE: Please call the church  

office to check on scheduling for a specific 

date.  Everyone must call prior to using any 

church space. This calendar is printed a 

month in advance of its publication.  

Reservations change often. 

EVERY SUNDAY 

MORNING:  

8AM Traditional 
9:15AM  C.L.I.C.K. 

10:30AM WALK 



pray boldly for Gravel 

Hill, particularly that our 

church might continue to 

minister to literally 

1000’s of people per 

year;  and to practice 

tithing and or gifting 

above the tithe to ad-

dress the immediate 

needs of your church. 

 

Those immediate needs 

include the State mandat-

ed new well to guarantee 

clean, safe water for eve-

ryone who comes into 

the church: children and 

adults, members and visi-

tors alike. This unfore-

seen and immediate ex-

pense will be somewhere 

between $25,000--

$30,000 dollars.  In addi-

tion to the well, we simp-

ly must replace the roof 

over the Education wing 

of the church. This roof 

has been cared for and 

patched many times and 

now must be replaced at 

an expense of $47,000.  

 

The Education wing of 

the church is the primary 

place where we live into 

the command of Jesus to 

bring the little children 

to him. It is also the pri-

mary place where we 

“Learn about Christ.” 

Further, the church is the 

primary place from which 

we launch out into the 

world to make disciples 

for Jesus Christ.  

 

that purpose.  

 

I invite you to join me in 

a three-fold spiritual prac-

tice during the season of 

Lent. First, choose a 

health appropriate fast for 

the forty days of Lent. 

Fasting is the practice of 

self-denial as a humble act 

of remembering all things 

are God’s blessings. Sec-

ond, fasting should always 

be bathed in “BHAG” (Big 

Hairy Audacious Prayer). 

Pray for the massive effec-

tiveness of the ministry of 

your church and your 

part in that ministry. Last-

ly, add the discipline of 

tithing and gifting to your 

spiritual walk.  

 

Many people readily en-

gage the first two disci-

plines because; while they 

require intentional effort 

to practice they actually 

do not require anything 

valuable from us. The 

spiritual discipline of tith-

ing, however, requires the 

supplicant to actually of-

fer something of value to 

God as a humble thank 

offering. The first two 

disciplines are private 

practices; the third is an 

outward sign of an inward 

condition of the heart.  

 

This Lent I am inviting 

you to engage in a fast of 

your choosing seeking a 

closer walk with Christ; to 

(Continued from page 1) 
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The Pastor’s Pen, cont. 

In addition to the spiritu-

al disciplines mentioned 

above we will receive also 

special collections to 

meet these immediate 

needs of the church. 

Starting in April you will 

notice a special envelope 

“Special Projects: Well/

Roof,” in your church 

envelope packet dedicated 

to these two capital needs 

of Gravel Hill. 

 

I believe God expects 

great things from His 

people called Gravel Hill, 

and we should seek to do 

everything possible to 

position this facility to 

continue to be a Beacon 

to Christ here on the hill.  

Wednesday Evening Lenten Worship Series 
Services at 6:45-7:30 P.M.  

Maundy Thursday worship, 7:00pm 
 

Series: “Cross Purposes” 
Title: “Cross Word” 

April 3, 2019 
 

Series: “Cross Purposes” 
Title: “Cross Reference” 

April 10, 2019 
 

Series: “Cross Purposes” 
Title: “Crosshairs” 

April 18, Maundy Thursday – 7:00 P.M. 

SPECIAL 

OPPORTUNITY!! 

 

One of our Church family 

members has offered to 

match everyone’s gifts for 

the well/roof project up to 

a total of $20,000! 

Please prayerfully consider 

financially supporting this 

effort for Gravel Hill.  Your 

gift will automatically be 

doubled!  

Please make sure your gift is 

marked for the Well/Roof 

project.  

Thank you! 



News from the Worship Leader 
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Joyce  

Lochinger 

Ladies Bible Study   

Begins again on April 23, and will run through May 2019. 

Any questions?   Please contact Joyce Lochinger at joyce@gravelhillumc.org 
SPECIAL WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
1. Spoken announce-

ments from any groups 

within the church must be 

provided in writing to the 

Worship Leader by the 

Wednesday prior to the 

Sunday during which they 

are to be announced. Mak-

ing announcements during 

worship will be done by the 

Pastor and the Worship 

Leader only. Due to the 

desire to have Worship 

consistent and on time it is 

necessary for this change 

to take place, effective im-

mediately.   

Thank you, Pastor Smith 

Printed since November 2018 

 

2. If you are in need of any 

type of projection or mu-

sic in the sanctuary for 

funerals, weddings, special 

church announcements 

etc., please follow proper 

protocol and give them to 

our worship leader with as 

much advanced notice as 

possible. This will provide 

time to determine if your 

presentation can be creat-

ed and/or if it is compatible 

with the intricate computer 

software which is used in 

the sanctuary. Thank you 

for your understanding!   

SEND ALL INFO TO: 

joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

Printed since June 2018 

Gravel Hill UMC Bell and Chime Choirs  

Chime Choir Celebration (Family & Friends) Sunday, May 19, 
11:30-12:30 We've outgrown the music room for this event, so we will 
be in Fellowship Hall this year. Our Chime Choir is a tremendous asset to GHUMC.  Each 
of the chimers is very talented and when they work together the result is truly amazing 

and a blessing to us all.  

Thank you to the parents and families for being supportive of their children's involvement 
in this important music ministry. Thank you, also, to the children for their dedication to the 
Chime Choir. Several of our chimers will once again share their other talents at the Cele-
bration by playing their individual instruments. This is always a wonderful experience for 
both the kids and their families. Please mark your calendars for May 19th to celebrate our 

young chimers with music, food and fellowship! 

Barb Miller-Nelligan, Chime Choir Director     Home:  717-820-4909,  

Cell:  717-265-4637      Bnelligan165@comcast.net 

Can you play the guitar? 

Interested in playing with The Gravel Hill Praise Team? 

Anyone wishing  to audition should contact 

joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

ATTENTION KIDZ AND ADULT CHOIR 

Kidz sing on the following dates: 3/17, 4/21 (TBD)  Arrive at 7:40am.  Sing 

during 8 & 10:30 Worship.  NO Practice on this date: 4/17  

Thank you for your understanding. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING!!! 

ROAR! Life is Wild, God is Good! 

Monday, June 24 through Thursday June 27  

Registrations are on pages 13 and 15.  

Please consider volunteering for this wonderful event!  

mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:Bnelligan165@comcast.net
mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
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April Birthdays 

4/2 Anthony Allwein 

 Jacklyn Mettley 

 Nicholas Gibney 

4/3 Jay Jurell 

 Corry Reitz 

 Johnathon Cottingham 

4/4 Marian Grubb 

 Corey Knoll 

 Ajay Horowitz 

 Roxann Stevens 

 Andrew Palmer 

4/5 Jerry Farabaugh 

 Doris Williams 

4/6 Trudy Kern 

4/7 Kerri Wolverton 

4/8 Dorothy Hetrick 

 Chad Roe 

 Bonnie Landis 

 Lisa Allwein 

 Jessica Tulli 

 Harrison Miller 

4/9 Hunter Dowdrick 

 Pat Dosh 

 Gavin Tulli 

4/10 Pam Henderson 

 Carly Grumbine 

 McKenna Zohn 

 Alexander Eleutice 

4/11 Dorothy Linebaugh 

 Cody Devitz 

4/12 Madison Boltz 

 Andrew Proschold 

 Sherry Adams 

 Cody Barnett 

4/13 Eleana Schaffer 

 Betty Lou Hamm 

 Bret Moreland 

4/15 Linda Bare 

 Dawn Sternberger 

 David Wenger 

 Nathan Swank 

 Laura Nye 

4/16 Gracelynn Blauch 

 Dakota Westenberger 

 Luke Walters 

4/17 Sherry Mettley 

 Tyler Rettew 

 Alicia Hottenstein 

 Ashley Hoffman 

 Bryce Sternberger 

4/18 Julia Smith 

 Scott Richardson 

 Nev Puryear 

 Brad Reed 

 Carter Nagle 

 Maggie Schlotzhauer 

4/19 Nancy Bordner 

 Olivia Coakley 

 Emmanuel Rose 

 John Kupstas 

4/20 Julia Zewe 

 Oliver Schaffer 

4/21 Vicki Clements 

 Joyce Lochinger 

4/22 Karl Bordner 

 Jacob Nguyen 

 Vicki Lingle 

 Alyssa Geist 

 Jessica Kulp 

 Erika Sheibley 

4/23 Karl Smith 

 William Zimmerman 

4/24 Phyllis Beahm 

 Isabella Blauch 

 Alexandria Herniak 

4/25 Irma Cassel 

 Kelsey Lingle 

 Erika Reed 

4/26 Ferne Bowman 

 Michael Ward 

4/27 Jennifer Roe 

 Victoria Hepler 

 Heather Serba 

 Tim Morris 

4/28 Slade Hall 

 Norma Swank 

4/29 John Holmes 

 Ryan Gullett 

 Rachel Bardsley 

 Anthony Lucera 

4/30 John Hines 

 Lorin Seaman 

 Robin Young 

 Kevin Wolverton 

 Amy Allen 

 Noah Parker 



Deep Thoughts 

Page The BEACON Volume 19, Issue 4 

Tony 

Rose 

He is Risen!  Risen indeed!   

A quick article high-lighting 

March’s goings-on and the 

things up ahead!... 

Thank you to everyone who 

came out to Texas Road-

house on March 3 to sup-

port our Community 

Day/5K Fundraiser.  You 

helped raise over $430 dol-

lars total just by eating!!!!  

You also donated over 100 

lbs of nonperishables for the 

Caring Cupboard!  High 

Five! 

Thank you to all of you who 

purchased Sticky Buns!  You 

helped raise over $1450 for 

our Community Day and 

Cycle Ride just by eating 

some more!  Double High 

Five!   

By the time you read this, 

the First Annual Spring Trail 

Run will be in the books!  I 

am praying that all goes well.  

It’s a tough course, and hon-

estly I must hand it to all of 

our participants…it was a 

TOUGH course and to 

complete it is something to 

be proud of.  I cannot say 

enough about our volun-

teers!    Wow!  It was chil-

ly…it was a bit muddy…and 

you gave of your time, 

smiles, and encouragement 

to help make the event a 

success!  Thanks especially 

to:  Gene, Doug H, & Lou 

for walking the course and 

mapping it out with me.  

Nearly 3 hours of fun!   

Bobby Gernert & Lou Rossi 

for their time and willingness 

to be the “boots on the 

ground” route scouts…

helping to get our volunteers 

in and out and encourage the 

participants along the way.  

Finally, to the Youth, espe-

cially their leadership:  thank 

you for prepping, hauling, 

and donating the AMAZING 

chicken pot pie for our run-

ners!  Wow!  What a blessing!  

Also, a very big thank you to 

our local sponsors:  Triple 

Strength, Klick Lewis, Milton 

Hershey Schools, Trone Ad-

vertising, Breckert Illustrated 

Shirts, Kauffman Creative 

Services, Blood, Sweat, and 

Tears 5-Miler, Farmers Lawn 

Care, Texas Roadhouse, Para-

mount Sports Complex, 

Babe’s Grill House, Dafnos, 

Fabio’s Restaurant, Fabio & 

Joe’s, Mt. Gretna Brewery, 

3J’s Coffee, Taste of Sicily, 

The Maloy Family, Giant 

Foods, Lisa’s Café, and Duck 

Donuts.  People, visit these 

businesses!  Give them your 

patronage and when you do, 

be sure to thank them for 

supporting these events!  

Double High Fives and some 

down-lows, too!   

So here’s what is next: 

April 13th is Bunny Brunch.  9

-11 am.  As of this writing, I 

still need a bunch of help in 

the kitchen and hiding eggs.  

Please sign up at the Wel-

come Center. 

May 1-4 is our joint venture 

with Encounter Church, the 

Caring Cupboard, Klick 

Lewis, Paramount, and sev-

eral other churches to build 

our Community Gardens!  

If you have some craftiness 

in you and a willing heart, 

please consider helping to 

build the gardens.  Use this 

link to sign up to help to 

build and/or maintain the 

gardens:  impact-

palmyra.org.  You can also 

contact me to get signed 

up.  We need volunteers to 

make this a success.  Gravel 

Hill has a wonderful pres-

ence in our community.  

Let’s keep that going!   

Kauffman’s Chicken BBQ 

tickets will go on sale short-

ly.  Tuesday, June 4th from 

3-6 pm is our fundraiser.  

Tickets will be available 

online or in person Sunday 

mornings!   
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The Legend of the  
Easter Egg  

by Lori Walburg 

One April morning, a boy 
and his sister go outside to 
gather eggs. “Let’s pretend 
we’re hunting Easter eggs!” 
Lucy says. “What are Easter 
eggs?” Thomas wonders. In 
The Legend of the Easter 
Egg, young Thomas learns 
the deepest meaning be-
hind Easter eggs and the 
Easter story itself. When his 
older sister, Lucy, fall sick, 
Thomas goes to stay with 
John and Mary Sonneman 
at their candy store. But all 
the candy he could desire 
does not cure Thomas’ ach-
ing heart, only when Mary 
Sonneman shares with him 
the story of Easter does he 
understand the hope he has 
– and what he can do about 
his sister’s illness. This mov-
ing story takes us deeper 
into the mystery of Christi-
anity. Dramatic illustration 
by James Bernardin under-
score the chilling fear of 
separation and death – and 
the dazzling joy of reunion 
and new life. From the 
darkness of the Crucifixion 
to the light and life of East-
er, this beautiful story will 
remind Christians every-

where that because of 
Christ’s sacrifice and resur-
rection, we too will conquer 
death and receive the glori-
ous gift of eternal life. 

 

Stories for a Teen’s Heart, 
Book 2  

by Alice Gray 

As they go through one of 
life’s most difficult passag-
es, one thing your teens 
always need is reassurance! 
These inspiring, humorous, 
and encouraging stories let 
your kids know they’re not 
alone as they face difficult 
issues and pressures to “do 
the right thing”. This won-
derful resource will intrigue 
nonbelievers and move be-
lievers closer to God as they 
receive affirmation of His 
presence. 

Happy Reading from 
the Church Librarians,  

Kristen Capion and 
Janell Ault! 

Monthly Book Reviews 

Listed below are three book reviews from the church library which is located in the 

Heritage Room. One review is from the children’s section, one is from the teen’s 

section and there is one from the adult section of the library. Enjoy! 

Caring People:  Learning 
to Live with and Help  
One Another  

by Warren Wiersbe 

In a society obsessed with 
individualism, even Chris-
tians struggle with how to 
care for others. Reminding 
believers that we all share 
a loving God’s image, 
Wiersbe cautions that we 
dare not neglect the bibli-
cal mandate to keep others 
in our hearts, to reach out, 
to provide hospitality, and 
to bear one another’s bur-
dens in love.  
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Keep checking on social media for updates on any other youth activities.  Ques-

tions can be directed to Judy Kennedy (717-202-5449) or kennedyx5@comcast.net." 

Youth News! Judy  

Kennedy 

Christian Education 
Shauna 

Dowdrick 

CHRISTIAN  

EDUCATION  

is 9:10-10:10AM 

Please DO NOT drop off 

your child prior to 

9:00AM.  Please DO 

NOT leave them unat-

tended if the teacher has 

not arrived yet. This is 

for the safety of your 

child, which is of the ut-

most importance to Grav-

el Hill. 

• April 5, & 12, 5:00pm till ??,  Easter Egg Production, Fellowship Hall 

• April 6, 9:00 am-3:00pm Easter Egg Production , Fellowship Hall 

Bunny Brunch:  Saturday, April 13, 9:00-11:00am 

Sign Up at the Welcome Center! 

It’s time to Celebrate!!!!  

Pioneer Club Closing Ceremonies 

Wednesday April 3, 2019 

Fellowship Hall     

6:30-7:15 

Parents please come and share in the accomplishments of your children.  

They have worked very hard this year learning to be a good Christian, more 

about our Savior, some valuable life skills and of course fun and fellowship.  

The leaders and I would like to celebrate all of these accomplishments.  If 

you have your own class to go to afterwards, your children will be super-

vised in the gym until 8:00.  Any questions please see Shauna Dowdrick 

On Sunday April 28th, during the Sunday school hour, Gretna Glen will 

come to do a Summer Camp presentation for all Sunday school students 

grades K-5.  There will be a short presentation and activities set up for stu-

dents to circulate through to get a "camp experience".  The children may be 

dropped off in their regular Sunday school room no later than 9:10 and 

picked up in the gym at 10:10.  Parents are welcome to stay for the presenta-

tion.   

mailto:kennedyx5@comcast.net
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Check us out at: www.gravelhillumc.org 

Are you on social media?  Join us by searching: 

Gravel Hill Church (Facebook)& like our page 

@GravelHill (Twitter) 

 

Would you like an electronic version of the Sunday Bulletin? 

You can have the Sunday bulletin sent to your inbox! It is easy to sign up 

to receive it! Open the Gravel Hill homepage (gravelhillumc.org). Click 

on Media in the top bar. Select newsletter in the drop down box. When 

the newsletter page opens, scroll to the bottom to enter your info in the 

form. Select Hill Highlights (Digital Sunday Bulletin), then click Submit. 

Your Sunday Bulletin will appear in your email Sunday morning.  

Please contact me with any questions: katie@gravelhillumc.org  

Social Media  
Katie 

Landis 

Great Strides Walk 2019 
Ron and Sue 

Berman 

Taking Steps to Cure Cystic Fibrosis 

Dear Gravel Hill Friends, 

As many of you know, our fifteen-year-old granddaughter, Lauren Elizabeth 

Forte, was born with cystic fibrosis (CF). Since her diagnosis, our family and many 

of our friends have become actively involved in helping to find a cure for CF. On 

Saturday, May 4th, the Great Strides Walk will be held in Lebanon to benefit the 

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation where friends and family members will be joining us on 

the walk.  We will all be participating on a team known as “Lauren’s Team" which will 

be captained by Ron Berman. If any church member would like to join us in the walk 

and/or make a contribution, Lauren's team would really appreciate your support. 

Just contact Ron or Susan Berman at 838-6862 for further information if you want 

to join us on the walk. If you would like to make a contribution, please make your 

check payable to the "Cystic Fibrosis Foundation."  Please give any contributions by 

Sunday, April 28th to Ron or Susan Berman at church or mail to our home address, 

65 Hickory Street, Palmyra, Pa. 17078. Thank you again for any donations and espe-

cially for your thoughts and continued prayers for our granddaughter Lauren. 

 Ron and Susan Berman 

http://www.gravelhillumc.org
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Community Information 

Men’s Morning Out 

Food & Fellowship to Shady Maple Restaurant. Every 3rd Friday morning of the 

month. The van leaves at 7:00am from the Gravel Hill UMC parking lot.   

Limited seating = 13 people Sign up at the Welcome Center!  

For more information: contact Bill Yohn 717-679-3592 

Head’s Up! 

The 2019 Christmas 

Market is scheduled 

for: Nov. 22 & 23 

Sunday, June 16   Hey Fathers!   

The Senators take on the The Reading Fightin Phils. 12:30-2:30PM 

Lunch/1:30PM First Pitch  

$25/Adult (13+)  $15/Child (4-12)   

Includes ticket and picnic buffet lunch.  

Money is due Sunday, June 9.  

Make checks payable to Gravel Hill UMC with “Senators” in the memo line.   

All money should be placed in an envelope and handed in to the  

Church Office or put in Tony Rose’s mailbox. 

Questions?  Contact Tony Rose at 838.4721, ext. 122.  

Visit us at www.gravelhillumc.org  

Dear Gravel Hill UM Church: 

Thank you for the cards, calls and friendly hugs and smiles as I 

journey through a challenging time in my life. I appreciate your 

love, support and concern each and eve-

ry day. Thank you for your prayers and 

for making me feel so loved.  

Mike and I are blessed to have each of 

you in our lives.  

With Love, Linda Bare 

Notification of  

Change of Address 

 

For:  Christine Smith 

Moved to: 

 Lebanon Valley Home 

 550 East Main Street 

 Room C29 

 Annville, PA 17003 
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Interested in Becoming a Gravel Hill Member? 

Please plan to attend the next New Member’s Class on  

April 28, 9:00-11:00am. 

Class taught by Pastor Smith. 

New Members will be taken in on Sunday, May 5.  

Please sign up at the Welcome Center or call the church office to add your name!  

Graduates—Please fill out! Shauna 

Dowdrick 

Your Gravel Hill family 

would like to celebrate 

your achievements.  

Graduate recognition will 

be held on Sunday, May 

19th during all three ser-

vices.  During service you 

will be called to the front 

to receive a small gift.  If 

you would like to partici-

pate in this event, we 

need a little information 

from you.  Please com-

plete the form below and 

place it in Shauna Dow-

drick’s mailbox by April 

21st.  A gift during ser-

vice is not guaranteed 

for any form received 

after this date.  

***Please share 2-3 photos of your graduate that 

you would like to have shown during the recogni-

tion to joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

 

Graduate Name: 

____________________________________________ 

Service Attending on May 19th : 

____________________________________________ 

Graduating from (name of high school, college, trade 

school): 

____________________________________________ 

Will be attending: 

____________________________________________ 

Major: 

____________________________________________ 

Or other future plans you would like to share: 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
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Page left blank intentionally as back of 

VBS Form on next page. 
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PLEASE ENTER ONE CHILD PER 

PAGE—THANK YOU 

Child’s Name:            Age:               Last school grade completed: 

 ___________________          ______             ____________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Home Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Home Telephone: __________________ Cell Telephone: ___________________ 

In case of  an emergency, contact: 

Name: ___________________________ Telephone: _______________________ 

Name: ___________________________ Telephone: _______________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: ____________________________________________ 

Food or Other Allergies:  _____________________________________________ 

    _____________________________________________ 

Home Church:  _____________________________________________ 

Name of  a special friend(s) you might like to be with: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

For office use only Crew ____________ 

Vacation Bible School  

Registration Form  

For ELEMENTARY   
(Entering K - 5th Grade Graduate) 
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Page left blank intentionally as back of 

VBS Form on next page. 
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Vacation Bible School  

Registration Form  

For Preschool  
(must be 3 years old by June 1 and potty trained - pre K) 

PLEASE ENTER ONE CHILD PER 

PAGE—THANK YOU 

Child’s Name:            Age:               Last school grade completed: 

___________________          ______             ____________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Home Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Home Telephone: __________________ Cell Telephone: ___________________ 

In case of  an emergency, contact: 

Name: ___________________________ Telephone: _______________________ 

Name: ___________________________ Telephone: _______________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: ____________________________________________ 

Food or Other Allergies:  _____________________________________________ 

    _____________________________________________ 

Home Church:  _____________________________________________ 

Name of  a special friend(s) you might like to be with: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

For office use only Crew ____________ 
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TO VOLUNTEER: 

You must fill out one of 

these Volunteer  

Applications per year! 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?  

Gravel Hill UMC needs your help with all the events and missions that 

happen here and through our church community!  

We operate under a Safe Sanctuary Policy to ensure the safety of every-

one in attendance at any given event. PA law states that your background 

check, criminal clearance and fingerprints are good for 5 years from the 

date you obtain them. You DO NOT need to obtain a fingerprint clear-

ance if you have been a PA resident for 10 or more years. If your clear-

ances are within 5 years of an event’s date, please provide a copy of them 

to the office. We need to keep them here on file. If you need them, you 

can obtain them online fairly easily. Call 838-4721 for more Information.  

To obtain your Criminal Background Check: http://epatch.state.pa.us 

To obtain your Child Abuse History Clearance: 

www.compass.state.pa.us 
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APPLICATION FORM 
For ADULTS working with children, youth, and vulnerable adults. 

Please check the appropriate boxes: 

□ Volunteer  □ Paid Staff  □copy of PA Criminal Background Check attached? 

      □copy of PA Child Abuse History Clearance attached? 

Today’s date: ________________________   Name:  ____________ ________________________________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________________________________   Email: ____________________ _________________ 

Phone:   Home  _______________________ Mobile  _______________ _____)______ Work  _________ _________________ 

Emergency Contact : 1.________________________________________   2.__________________________________________________ 

Member of Gravel Hill?  YES □  OR  NO □  If no, please note home church:  ______________ ________________________________ 

Have attended Gravel Hill UMC since: ______________________  *Resident of Pennsylvania for ______________________years 

This information is ONLY necessary if you will be offering to assist children or youth groups by driving them to/from functions.  

Driver’s License #: ___________________________   Vehicle Make, Model, Year: ________________________________________________ 

□ I agree to keep this vehicle covered under a current insurance policy during the time I offer to use my personal vehicle to help transport 

anyone to or from Gravel Hill UMC.   Initials: ________ 

Graduated:  □ High School □ College□ Post Graduate □ Other 

Specific areas of expertise/knowledge: 

Experiences working with children/youth: 

 Organization    Describe experience    Date(s) 

1. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

2. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

3. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

4. _____________________________ _____________________________________ ________________ 

□  Christian Education Teacher  □  Youth Ministry Assistant  □  PAID Staff Position 

□  Vacation Bible School Teacher/Assistant □  Music Ministry Lead/Assistant □  PAID Nursery Staff 

□  Nursery Volunteer   □  Missions Programs  □  Other: ___________________________________ 

Provide two (2) references of individuals (Name/Address or phone/relationship), not related to you. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you ever been convicted of a crime or crimes other than a summary offense (for example, a traffic ticket)?  □ YES  OR  □ NO   If yes, 

please explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Has a determination of abuse of a child of any nature ever been made by a government agency against you? □ YES  OR  □ NO   If yes, 

please explain: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there any other reason, including those related to the safety and well-being of children, youth and vulnerable adults, that would render you 

unsuited for the position for which you have applied? Please explain: ___________________________________________________ 

I understand that to be considered for a position having a direct and regular contact with children, youth and/or vulnerable adults, a back-

ground check shall be performed by the staff of Gravel Hill UMC. I hereby consent to such contacts, including but not limited to the refer-

ences listed above and criminal and agency background clearances related to child abuse. I agree to further provide all such information and 

permissions necessary for the background clearance process to be completed.   Signature: ________________________________ 

I hereby certify that all information contained in this application is true and complete. I agree to abide by the Safe Sanctuary Policy of Gravel 

Hill UMC.  Signature: _________________________________ 

*If you have not been a Pennsylvania resident for more than 10 years, an FBI fingerprint clearance is a state requirement and must be  

obtained in order to volunteer at GHUMC. 



Gravel Hill UMC 

131 Gravel Hill Road 

Palmyra, PA 17078 

Phone: 717-838-4721 

Email: office@gravelhillumc.org 

 

Pastor: Reverend Douglas E. Smith revsmith@gravelhillumc.org 

Associate Pastor: Shawn Lochinger  sdlochinger@gmail.com 

Worship Leader: Joyce Lochinger joyce@gravelhillumc.org              

Lay Mobilizer: Tony Rose tony@gravelhillumc.org  

Education Director: Shauna Dowdrick dowdmom22@comcast.net 

Social Media Manager: Katie Landis katie@gravelhillumc.org      

Youth Leader: Judy Kennedy Kennedyx5@comcast.net 

Business Administrator: Dawn Schaffer dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Congregational Visitation: Joe Royer jroyer100@gmail.com 

General Questions: office@gravelhillumc.org 

www.gravelhillumc.org 

Submit all Articles for the  

May BEACON by  

April 15. 

PLEASE EMAIL ITEMS TO:  

dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Thank you! 

Email Us! 

Dear Busy Bees: 

You’re the sweetest!  Thank you 

for the gifts you give so freely 

from your hearts! 
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