
The BEACON 

lines of communication be-

tween ourselves and the Di-

vine God. The Bible tells us 

that spiritual growth is a 

promised outcome of a seri-

ous prayer-life. Spiritual 

growth is one of the blessings 

God holds out for the suppli-

cant who seeks that growth. 

Spiritual growth is a work of 

God, not a work of the suppli-

cant.  

This prayerful seeking, howev-

er, must incorporate action. In 

the past few years we have 

journeyed through three of 

those specific actions neces-

sary for a deepening of our 

spiritual walk before the Al-

mighty God. In addressing the 

Stewardship of Presence, we 

learned that spiritual depth 

both seeking the Presence of 

God in our life and being Pre-

sent with God in the commu-

nity of believers. It is a very 

recent idea that causes us to 

believe we can develop a deep-

er spiritual walk as the Church 

of Jesus Christ. The extreme 

individualism of our contem-

porary world has caused many 

to believe the Church is unnec-

essary for a closer walk with 

God. A very cursory survey of 

the existing literature of the 

Apostolic Church (Church of 

the first one-hundred years) 

and of the Patristic Church 

(first three-hundred years) dis-

pels this contemporary belief 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Your Prayers are Requested. . . 

In January 2019 we will com-

plete the last leg of our five 

year Stewardship Journey. 

Over the last four years we 

have journeyed through the 

stewardship of Prayer, Pres-

ence, Service, and Witness. The 

last segment of our journey we 

will focus on “Gifts.”  

I have purposefully left the 

Stewardship of Gifts as the last 

part of our corporate journey 

because this leg of the journey 

requires a deeper spiritual life 

than the others. We are called 

to engage in prayer, for exam-

ple, at the earliest stages of our 

individual spiritual journey. 

Prayer is the first level of our 

spiritual development. It is 

through prayer that we open 

Reverend 

 Douglas Smith 

Please remember the  

following people with 

prayer, cards and visits.  

Always call before  

visiting  to confirm that 

the individual would like  

to be visited.      

Please contact the church 

office with requests for 

prayer. 

Pastor’s Pen 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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January 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Church Office Closed 

Happy  
New 

Year! 

2 

5:30pm BITL Meal, 

FH See box for detail 

 

3 

 

4 5 
9:00AM  

Everyone is wel-
come to help take 
down the Christmas 
decorations.   

6 
9:10am “Unexpected” 

Bible Study, Rm 201  

10:30am Chime 

Choir, Playing for 

Worship 

 

7 

 

8 

9:15am Ladies Bible 

Study RESUMES 

11am Gravel Hill 

Gal’s Outing, Meet at 

Dafno’s, Hershey 

6:30pm Bell Choir, 

301 

9 

5:30pm BITL Meal, 

FH See box for detail 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 
12 

 
 

13 

9:10am “Unexpected” 

Bible Study, Rm 201  

10:30am Chime 

Choir, 301 

 

 

14 

 

15 
BEACON Articles 
Due for Next Month 
9:15am Ladies Bible 

Study  

6:30pm Bell Choir, 

301 

 

 

 

16 

5:30pm BITL Meal, 

FH See box for detail 

 

 

 

17 

 

  

18 

7am Men’s Morning 

Out, meet in Pkg Lot 

 

19 
 
3:00PM Wedding 

20 
8am Bells ring in 

Worship 

8/10:30am Kidz sing 

9:10am “Unexpected” 

Bible Study, Rm 201  

10:30am Chime 

Choir, 301 

 

21 
 

22 

9:15am Ladies Bible 

Study  

23 

5:30pm BITL Meal, 

FH See box for detail 

24 

 

25 

6pm We Are Family, 
Dinner & Dodgeball 

26 
 

27 
9:10am “Unexpected” 

Bible Study, Rm 201  

10:30am Chime 

Choir, 301 

 

 

 

28 
 

29 
9:15am Ladies Bible 

Study  
30 

5:30pm BITL Meal, 

FH See box for detail 

31   

BITL Schedule 
5:30-6:30pm Meal 

6-6:30pm Kidz 

choir 

6:45pm ADVENT 

6:45pm Adult Choir 

6:30-8pm Pioneer 

Clubs 

6:30-8pm Youth 

Group 

6:30pm Revelation 

Bible Study 



power of the redemptive God 

that they could move into the 

world. It was by God through 

the work of Jesus Christ that 

they met the needs of the 

hurting world. This is how the 

church transformed the pagan 

Roman world in less than a 

hundred years. 

Here is where the Stewardship 

Journey of Gifts enters the 

picture. The spiritually healthy 

Christian has grown to the 

place where he/she knows 

intuitively that wealth is not an 

end in itself; rather one’s 

wealth is a spiritual tool, how-

beit the deepest of spiritual 

tools, for the work of Al-

mighty God.  The spiritually 

healthy person knows that he/

she has not attained great 

wealth by the work of their 

own hands for their selfish 

pleasure, but rather they have 

been blessed with wealth for 

as at least naïve if not sinful. 

The earliest Church held that 

presence in the gathered com-

munity, in the presence of Al-

mighty God, is necessary for a 

deepening of one’s spiritual 

walk.  

This “presence” in the Faith 

Community is the basis for 

spiritual action in the world. 

Prayer, buttressed by continual 

Presence in the Faith Commu-

nity leads to the spiritual ac-

tions of Service and Witness. 

Service is first to other mem-

bers of the gathered communi-

ty for the sake of building up 

the Church. Secondly, this 

service to God is lived out in 

attending to the basic physical 

and spiritual needs of the wider 

community. These spiritual 

actions are learned and prac-

ticed in the gathered communi-

ty so that they can be lived out 

in the world. The Stewardship 

of Service is the spiritual gift 

that causes one to first see and 

then to act to meet the needs 

of the less fortunate. History 

tells us this meeting of the 

needs of the less fortunate was 

the most visible aspect of 

Christians in the pagan Roman 

world. The pagan Romans 

could not believe that Chris-

tians would actually share their 

resources to help the poor. 

Rome simply wrote off the 

poor.   

In connection with the spiritual 

action of Service, these early 

Christians shared with the pa-

gan world how the liberating 

power of God freed them up 

to be able to address the needs 

of the poor. They wanted peo-

ple to know it was only by the 

(Continued from page 1) 
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The Pastor’s Pen, cont. 

 
January Series: The Spirituality of  Generosity 

 
January 6, 2018,  Title: “A Transformed Heart” 

Text: I Timothy 6:6-10 
 

January 13, 2019,  Title: “The Prodigal in Each of  Us” 
Text: Luke 15:11-16 

 
January 20, 2019, Title: “Cultivating Contentment” 

Text: Luke 12:13-21 
 

January 27, 2019, Title: “Defined by Generosity” 
Text: Proverbs 11:24-25 

 

the work of God. However, 

for many, this spiritual step is 

a “bridge too far.” All the 

other segments of our Journey 

can be exercised at arm’s 

length, as it were, but sharing 

our financial gifts is close to 

home. It strikes at the heart of 

our insecurities: “Will I have 

enough?” While it betrays our 

level of faith: “God will pro-

vide!” 

To address this last leg of our 

Journey we will study the 

book Enough, by Adam Ham-

ilton. You may secure the 

book from the Church, or you 

can find it for Kindle down-

load at Amazon. Please be in 

deep prayer for this study, for 

your spiritual growth and for 

the spiritual health of the 

Gravel Hill Faith Community. 



From the Worship Leader 
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Joyce  

Lochinger 

Adult and Kidz Choirs are off until January 9! Thank you for a great Season! 
NO Practice on these dates: 3/6, 4/17  
Kidz Sing on the following dates: 1/20, 2/17, 3/17, 4/21 (TBD)  Arrive at 7:40am.  Sing 
during 8 & 10:30 Worship. 

 
Ladies Bible Study   
Resumes 1/8/19 at 9:15 a.m. and runs until 2/26/19. We will be starting a new Bible 
Study book titled, “Discerning the Voice of God”- By Priscilla Shirer. Sign up at the Wel-
come Center.  Reminder: Easter Break/No Study: 3/5/19—-4/16/19, then continues 
4/23/19 — May 2019. 

Any questions?   Please contact Joyce Lochinger at joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

Special Worship Announcement: 

Spoken announcements from 

any groups within the church 

must be provided in writing to 

the Worship Leader by the 

Wednesday prior to the Sunday 

during which they are to be an-

nounced. Making announce-

ments during worship will be 

done by the Pastor and the Wor-

ship Leader only. Due to the 

desire to have Worship con-

sistent and on time it is neces-

sary for this change to take 

place, effective immediately.  

Thank you, Pastor Smith 

Please send anything to be spo-

ken to joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

Thank you to all the musicians, singers, ringers, dancers and families who 
helped make this Christmas a beautiful, musical one! 
Blessings in the new year! 

Barb Miller-Nelligan, Chime Choir Director     Home:  717-820-4909, Cell:  717-265-4637      Bnelli-
gan165@comcast.net 

Gravel Hill UMC Bell and Chime Choirs  
 

GRAVEL HILL INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

Sunday Worship Information: TV Channels 21 or 27; Radio WLBR 1270 AM or WJTL 90.3 FM; call Church for recorded 

message. 

Wednesday Be In The Light Information: If Palmyra Schools have a 2-hour delay/early dismissal or close, there will be 

NO: BITL meal, Childcare, Youth Group, Pioneer Clubs, Kidz Choir or Adult Choir. Bible Studies are held at the discretion 

of the Class Leader(s). Key fobs will be needed to enter church. 

Reminders For Worship and/or Special Services: 

If you are in need of any type of projection or music in the sanctuary for funerals, weddings, special church announcements etc., please follow 

proper protocol and give them to our worship leader with as much advanced notice as possible. This will provide time to determine if your presen-

tation can be created and/or if it is compatible with the intricate computer software which is used in the sanctuary. Thank you for your understand-

ing!  Worship Leader: Joyce Lochinger. Email: joyce@gravelhillumc.org 

mailto:Bnelligan165@comcast.net
mailto:Bnelligan165@comcast.net
mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
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Getting Involved!! 

Men’s Morning Out (Food and Fellowship) 

 Mornings out are held the 3rd Friday of every month. Sign up at the Welcome Center just outside the Sanctuary. 

Meet here at Gravel Hill and take the van to Shady Maple Restaurant. 13 are able to fit into the church van, please sign 

up!  

Gravel Hill Gal’s Outing (Food and Fellowship) 

 Please check the Welcome Center for further information.  

Next meeting ................................................................................................................................................... Not available at time of printing. 

33 The Series: Session3, A Man & Hs Traps 

 This is a 6-week session that will challenge you to break free from the bondage of the past, define what man-

hood truly is, and introduce you to the realities of what it means to be an Authentic Christian man. It is not necessary to 

have attended the previous two sessions. Sign up at the Welcome Center.  Sign up at the Welcome Center. 

Unexpected, by Christine Caine 

 This is a ladies’ Bible Study held Sunday mornings at 9:10am in room 201. Please sign up at the Welcome Center.  

Room 201 ...................................................................................................................................... January 6, 9:15-10:30am Sunday mornings 

We need YOU! 
If you are able to help us put away the Christmas Decorations, please 
come up to the church on Saturday, January 5, 9:00am. The more 

helpers we have, the less time it will take. 
Thank you! 

Discerning The Voice of God, by Priscilla Shearer 

 Tuesday mornings at 9:15am, this Bible Study begins on January 8. Sign up at the Welcome Center. 

Room 201 ................................................................................................................................................. January 8, 9:15am Tuesday mornings 



Deep Thoughts 
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Tony 

Rose 

Happy New Year!  My hope is 

that the next 365 days will see 

you busy, balanced, and blessed.  

It is my wish that at this same 

time next year you will be able to 

look back on 2019 and say it was 

one of your best years yet. 

I simply want to thank all of you 

who have helped throughout 

2018.  Your time, efforts, sweat, 

money, kindness, generosity, 

selflessness, prayers, muscle, 

patience, vision, and love made 

2018 a wonderful year of serv-

anthood.  As we look to 2019, 

please keep in mind that our 

work is never finished.  We will 

continue to move out into the 

community and help, entertain, 

support, and guide.  This year we 

will be partnering with the Caring 

Cupboard and Encounter Church 

to continue to move more inten-

tionally out into our community to 

reach and help those in need.  

Please stay tuned for more info 

about how YOU can get in-

volved!!!! 

If one of your resolutions for 

2019 was to get more involved in 

the church, check these out: 

Adopt-a-Highway:  4 times a year 

we clean Main Street from Lingle 

Ave to the Bowling Alley.  We are 

always looking for more help. 

Isaiah 6:8:  Once or twice a 

month we jump in the van and 

head to do some good work in 

our community at large.  We 

volunteer at Caitlin’s Smiles, 

Downtown Daily Bread, Colum-

bia Cottage, Londonderry Village, 

American House, Hope Lodge, 

the Caring Cupboard, and PA 

Food Bank—just to name a few.  

It is a great time with wonderful 

people doing amazingly good 

stuff!  Please let me know if you 

are interested in joining this group. 

Event planning:  Always looking 

for fresh ideas for Community 

Day, the Charity Motorcycle Ride, 

our 5Ks, Knoebels, Veterans 

Luncheon, and the ChiliFEST.  Let 

me know if you are interested in 

being a part of any of these 

events!   

Now to open the window on a few 

other things for 2019: 

Men’s Fraternity:  33 The Series 

will start on January 9th from 6:30-

8 pm for Session 3.  This is a 6-

week program and all men of the 

church are welcome to sign up at 

the Welcome Center.  A $15 fee 

will be collected to pay for the 

materials.   

WAF will be returning for January, 

February, and March.  The dates 

are:  1/25, 2/22, and 3/29.  These 

are the last Fridays of each month 

and we will shake the winter dol-

drums with some fun family frol-

icking!  Please keep your eyes on 

the Bulletin and the Welcome 

Center for more information and 

Pot-Luck meal sign-ups!   

Some other key dates: 

Saturday, March 23rd is the date 

for our newest run, the Spring Run 

5K Trail Run, in what is slowly 

becoming our Four Seasons Race 

Series to benefit the Caring Cup-

board.  The goal:  To have a ma-

jor race in each of the four sea-

sons by 2021.  We already have 

our Fall Feeding Frenzy, which 

will be run on Saturday, October 

12, 2019.  Now we are adding 

the Spring Run.  In the summer 

of 2020 we are looking to add a 

Summer Sizzler 10-miler and 

come Winter 2021, we are hop-

ing to have our New Year’s Day 

Dash!  All money raised will go 

to support the Caring Cupboard.  

Online registration for the 

Spring Run is up and “running.”  

Go to our website for more in-

formation!  The race will be run 

along the Milton Hershey 

School Property bordering our 

church.  Gonna be sloppy, mud-

dy, and a lot of fun!   

June 4th is the tentative date for 

our Kauffman’s Chicken BBQ 

fundraiser. 

June 16th will be our annual 

Father’s Day on City Island with 

the Senators. 

Community Day will be back for 

2019!  What it will look like and 

entail has yet to be determined, 

but it will be back.  It will either 

be combined with the Charity 

Motorcycle Ride again or be its 

own separate event.  Regard-

less, please mark down Sep-

tember 21 & 28 as possible 

Amazing Event Days! 

October will see the return of 

our Fall Feeding Frenzy 5K.  

That date is Saturday, October 

12th.  The Palmyra Area 

ChiliFEST will return, as well, 

but the date has yet to be deter-

mined.   

November 3rd will be our 9th 

Annual Veteran’s Luncheon. 

We need your smile! 

1. We are in need of Greet-

ers for Sunday mornings. 

This is a very special posi-

tion which requires a warm 

smile and a caring hand-

shake as people enter the 

Gravel Hill doors. If you’re 

interested in serving in as a 

greeter, please contact To-

ny by email:  to-

ny@gravelhillumc.org.  

Thank you, in advance, for 

making Gravel Hill a 

friendly and welcoming 

place of worship!  

2. Also in need of  DVD 

delivery volunteers for our 

homebound Gravel Hill 

church family members. 

Searching for someone to 

deliver one time per 

month.  

Stay warm.   

Stay motivated.   

Stay involved.   

Until February:  

“I bet our entire  

universe is just in a tiny glass 

jar placed neatly on a shelf in 

an alien child’s room as a 

Science  

project he got a C- on.”   

~ Jack Handey  
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Big Topics for Little 
Kids:  Tell Me About Faith 
by Joel Anderson 

How do you explain faith to 
a little child? Tell Me About 
Faith is the story of a little 
girl whose daddy is a soldier 
stationed far from home. 
She knows him only 
through his letters, but she 
trusts his promises and be-
lieves in his love. This heart-
warming story helps chil-
dren understand what it 
means to place their hope 
and trust in a loving God 
they cannot see. The Big 
Topics for Little Kids series 
is an excellent resource for 
anyone who wishes to ex-
plain hard-to-understand 
spiritual concepts to young 
children. With concrete ex-
amples to which children 
can relate, Joel Anderson 
breaks down huge concepts 
into tiny pieces that little 
minds can understand. He 
also provides parent/
teacher activities that open 
the door for deeper discus-
sion and exploration of 
Scripture. Parents will ap-
preciate this tool that will 
help them discuss the ab-
stract topics of faith with 
their children. 

Chicken Soup for the Teen-
age Soul on Love and 
Friendship by Jack Canfield 

This version explores the 
topics nearest and dearest 
to teen hearts:  love and 
friendship. The adolescent 
years are challenging – 
teens’ relationships with 
their family and friends are 
constantly being redefined, 
and they face tough choices 
about people they want to 
emulate and peers they 
want to hang out with. New 
friendships begin as others 
fall by the wayside. Love 
interests come and go as 
quickly as the styles they 
wear. Moms and dads are 
ogres one day and best 
buddies the next. Teens 
need all the help they can 
get navigating the perils 
and joys of these relation-
ships. Teen readers will rec-
ognize their own experienc-
es in these stories and will 
learn valuable lessons 
about the true meaning of 
love and friendship. They’ll 
discover that their own 
feelings are normal and 
that they are not alone. 
This book will encourage 
teens to examine their rela-
tionship and make the most 
of the time they spend with 
family and friends. 

Happy Reading from 
the Church Librarians,  

Kristen Capion and 
Janell Ault! 

Monthly Book Reviews 

Listed below are three book reviews from the church library which is located in the 
Heritage Room. One review is from the children’s section, one is from the teen’s sec-
tion and there is one from the adult section of the library. Enjoy! 

Finding the Freedom of 
Self-Control by William 
Backus 

Whether simple procrasti-
nation or the bondage of 
an addiction, the problems 
of self-control can be con-
quered! Dr. William Backus 
explains how the revolu-
tionary principles of Misbe-
lief Therapy can change 
bad habits, false thinking, 
wrong attitudes and per-
sonal problems. A truly 
happy, free person is one 
who has learned self-
control, the author writes, 
and he clearly shows the 
reader how to: 1)
understand self-control, 2)
apply truth to misbeliefs 
about self-control, 3)
control bodily urges to 
overindulge, 4)break the 
pattern of old habits, 5)
build new habits of self-
control. A guide to chang-
ing your life for the better! 
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Keep checking on social media for updates on any other youth activities.  Questions 
can be directed to Judy Kennedy (717-202-5449) or kennedyx5@comcast.net." 

Youth News! Judy  

Kennedy 

Unit 4 Lessons January 2 – January 23 
 
Trailblazers, Pathfinders and PeeWees – Faithful Heroes 
Jan 2  Meeting 1 -Rahab and the Spies 
Jan 9  Meeting 2 -Joshua and the Battle of Jericho 
Jan 16  Meeting 3 -Gideon 
Jan 23 Meeting 4  -David and Goliath 
    -Game & Award Night  
  -Lessons are complete and wear your sneakers! 
Scooters – People in the Bible 
Jan 2  Meeting 1 -Rebekah Helped 
Jan 9  Meeting 2 -Daniel Prayed 
Jan 16  Meeting 3 -Dorcas Was Kind 
Jan 23 Meeting 4  -Barnabas Shared 
    -Game & Award Night 
  -Lessons are complete and wear your sneakers! 
The Activity for this Unit is Cooking 

The Sunday school program is in desperate need of volunteers!  Pre-school, K/1 and 2/3 are currently 
staffed by a single teacher each week.  These teachers are amazing and committed, but even they need a 
break.  Please, please prayerfully consider giving some of your time to this important program.  We have 
already lost Worship Workshop during the third service, I don't want to lose any other children's programs 
in this church due to lack of volunteers.  Please contact me with any questions or if you are ready to join 
this awesome team!    Thank you,  Shauna Dowdrick, Education Director 

Christian Education Shauna 

Dowdrick 

CHRISTIAN  
EDUCATION  

is 9:10-10:10AM 
Please DO NOT drop off 
your child prior to 
9:00AM.  Please DO NOT 
leave them unattended if 
the teacher has not ar-
rived yet. This is for the 
safety of your child, which 
is of the utmost im-
portance to Gravel Hill. 

Saturday January 5, 9a.m. 

Please come help with tak-

ing down Christmas Deco-

rations. The more people 

we have, the less time it 

will take!  

Thank you! 

mailto:kennedyx5@comcast.net


P a g e  9  T h e  B E A C O N  V o l u m e  1 9 ,  I s s u e  1  

 

 Water Quality Update LEAD 

Team 

On Thursday, November 28th, the Lead Team received final quotes on the cost of 

meeting the DEP’s new water quality standards. The cost of connecting to Palmyra’s 

water supply. The cost of connecting to the town water system and running a 2 inch 

pipe from Ridge Road is just over $34,000 dollars. This figure, however, does not in-

clude at least two unknowns. The first unknown is there is no guarantee we would 

have sufficient water pressure at the church because of the incline up Gravel Hill road. 

It is possible that we would have to add a pump to the town water connection in order 

to attain sufficient water pressure. Secondly, we do not know how much our monthly 

water usage would cost. 

 We also received a quote to drill a “grouted” well at a cost of approximately 

$4,000 dollars. The figure is approximate, because the actual figure will be determined 

by the final depth the driller must go to reach a sufficient water supply.  A drilled well, 

however, will necessitate an additional cost of around $4,000 dollars to conduct the 

necessary extensive water quality testing. This brings the figure for drilling to $8,000 to 

$10,000 dollars. Long term costs associated with drilling a new well include water qual-

ity testing every three years.  

 After weighing the known costs (and attempting to factor in the unknown 

costs) of securing a water system that meets the DEP requirements, the Lead Team 

voted to move forward on drilling a new well. Hopefully, the site of the new well will 

be approved by the DEP by Friday, December 7th. While we have until about March to 

be in compliance with the DEP standards, we hope to meet these standards much earli-

er so that we can again use our water for drinking and food preparations as soon as 

possible. 

 While we are moving forward on meeting these new DEP requirements, we are 

also working with the North Londonderry Board of Supervisors to secure a meeting 

with our State Representative, Frank Ryan, and representatives of the DEP. It is our 

hope, even at this late hour, that with the help of our representative we may find a 

resolution that does not require the expenditure of thousands of dollars just because 

our current well is not grouted. While this is a longshot, we think it is a “shot” worth 

taking. Stay tuned for the final resolution of our water supply issue. 

Check us out at: www.gravelhillumc.org 

Are you on social media?  Join us by searching: 

Gravel Hill Church (Facebook)& like our page 

@GravelHill (Twitter) 

Social Media  Katie 

Landis 

http://www.gravelhillumc.org
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Thank You Notes  

November 2018:  Thanks for everything you di d to make the Veteran’s luncheon a great suc-
cess. In today’s chaotic events it is so uplifting to honor our flag, say the Pledge of Allegiance, 
see our youth/boy scouts presentin the Colors and honoring veterans, those here today and 
those not with us today. The music and food were great but the fellowship made for a meaning-
ful day. “Enjoyed the Guest speaker also). 

Beverly and Tom Bross, USMC 

Thank you to all the 

many wonderful helpers 

we had at the Veteran’s 

luncheon (held Novem-

ber 4th). Because of 

helpers like you it was a 

great success. One of 

the largest we have ever 

had!  

Thanks again!  

Curt, Tony, Tanya and 

Irma 

I would like to humbly thank my Gravel Hill family for your prayers and 
concern during my back-surgery recovery.  It was so uplifting to read your beau-
tiful cards and warm greetings throughout the weeks of my limited activity.  In 
addition to the many cards, I want to thank you for the flowers, gift cards, deli-
cious treats and your personal visits and phone calls. I truly appreciated Rev. 
Smith’s visit and our delightful conversation.   

It is very evident how blessed I feel to be a member of such a compassionate 
and caring Christian community.  May our Lord continue to bless your giving 
attitudes. 

              In Christian love, Susan Berman  

Thank you – Reverend Smith and Karen would like to thank the congregation for the oppor-

tunity to serve at Gravel Hill for another year.  We would also like to thank everyone for the 

cards and gifts we received during the Christmas season.  We are humbled by the love and 

support you show us now and throughout the year. 
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January Birthdays 

1 Christina Foutz 

 Robert Koch 

 Cailen Schaffer 

1/2 Pauline Matthews 

 Kenneth Parker 

 Britanni Bishop 

1/3 Curtis O’Brien 

 Avery Gullet 

 Arianna Schappell 

 Romaine Ulrich 

1/4 Terry Seltzer 

 Karen Smith 

 Blaine Jones 

 Tiffany Rettew 

 Hailee Sis 

1/6 Robert Gernert 

 Terry Nagle 

 Megan Ballard 

 Jeremy Richard 

 Brianna Cottingham 

1/7 Naomi Umberger 

 Braden Landis 

 Christopher Schlegel 

 Erika Sweigard 

 Alex Buffington 

 Krissa Zohn 

1/8 Jeremy Plummer 

1/9 Brandi Anske 

1/10 Zachary Landis 

 Zachary Grumbine 

 Kristen Schaffer 

1/11 Gary Schlegel 

 Matthew Sholley 

1/12 Jean Deimler 

1/13 Denver Sandiford 

1/14 Donald Eash 

 Jane Cornett 

 Dan Houser 

 Amanda Davies 

1/15 Melvin Dorta 

 William Sheffy, Jr. 

1/16 James Fausey 

 Yvonne Bump 

 Dale Lingle, Jr. 

1/17 Sash Schaeffer 

1/18 Sarah Sis 

1/19 Lane Lehman 

 Andrew Miller 

 Joan Farabaugh 

 Hannah Barrett 

 Sarah Mickalonis 

1/20 Phoebe Smith 

 Cameron Mitchell 

1/21 Carla Janes 

 Maurice Ballard 

 Jessy Miller, Jr. 

 Anna Palmer 

1/22 Shane Eisenhour 

1/23 Ronald Berman 

 Michael Sis 

 Scott Mickalonis 

1/24 Jordan Blauch 

 Donna Wolfer 

 Dylan Fausey 

 Camden Edwards 

 Andrew Rossi 

1/25 Conner Funck 

1/26 Jeff Kennedy 

1/27 Sharon Gussler 

 Natalie Allwein 

 Vanessa Hoffer 

1/28 Debra Reedy 

 Payton Berry 

1/29 MaryBeth Higgins 

 Colin Ward 

1/30 Gretchen Miller 

1/31 Rodney Stamm 

 Christine Stamm 

 Chase Hess 
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Community Information 

Men’s Morning Out 

Food & Fellowship to Shady Maple Restaurant. Every 3rd Friday morning of the 

month. The van leaves at 7:00am from the Gravel Hill UMC parking lot.   

Limited seating = 13 people Sign up at the Welcome Center!  

Dear Gravel Hill Family: 

Our church is one of twenty churches that supports Londonderry Village, for-
merly named the Lebanon Valley Brethren Home and it's Auxiliary.  The Auxilia-
ry's Membership Drive has begun and ends January 31, 2019.  Membership in 
the Auxiliary is open to both men and women from all denominations with an 
interest in supporting the physical and spiritual needs of the Village.  Annual fee 
for membership is simply a DONATION.  Information and brochures are availa-
ble by contacting me.  I will answer questions and receive/collect payments.  All 
donations and memberships are greatly appreciated! 

Thank You, Nancy Bordner, Gravel Hill UMC Keyperson 

(717)838-4888  Knbordner@msn.com 

Gravel Hill 5K Spring Run 

March 23, 2019, 9:00am Start 

Starts at Gravel Hill UMC 

Contact: Tony Rose, tony@gravelhillumc.org 

JANUARY WAF Night  

“Snowball Dodgeball 
& Potluck Din-Din!”  

Friday, January 25th  

6:30-9:00 pm 

Visit the Welcome 
Center for info and 

sign-ups!  

mailto:Knbordner@msn.com
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Partners In Missions-Upcoming Mission 

The Partners-in-Mission 
team is gearing up for a mis-
sion trip to Puerto Rico on 
February 2-16, 2019.  

Gravel Hill has agreed to 
sponsor an existing mission 
in the central mountains of 
Puerto Rico. This endeavor 
helps maintain a church 
camp which is free for kids 
to attend throughout the 
summer and is located in a 
very poor area of the is-
land. The entire mission trip 
is two weeks long. You have 
the option of attending for 
the first week, Feb. 2-9, the 

second week, Feb. 9-16, 
OR both weeks.  Projects 
on which our group will 
be working range from 
construction to agricul-
ture and a lot in-
between.  

Costs for the trip are as 
follows: Adults (18 years 
of age and up) are 
$525.00 plus air-fare, 
Children (under 18 years 
of age) are $300.00 plus 
air-fare and must be ac-
companied by a parent or 
legal guardian. If family 

members attend togeth-
er, a discount will be 
offered for any additional 
individuals.     

Please contact John 
Stewart at 717-215-5742 
or jmjp40@comcast.net. 
Please prayerfully con-
sider acting as the hands 
and feet of Christ to sup-
port and maintain this 
mission!    

mailto:jmjp40@comcast.net


Gravel Hill UMC 

131 Gravel Hill Road 

Palmyra, PA 17078 

Phone: 717-838-4721 

Fax: 717-838-1449 

 

Pastor: Reverend Douglas E. Smith revsmith@gravelhillumc.org 

Associate Pastor: Shawn Lochinger  sdlochinger@gmail.com 

   Worship Leader: Joyce Lochinger joyce@gravelhillumc.org              

 Lay Mobilizer: Tony Rose tony@gravelhillumc.org  

 Education Director: Shauna Dowdrick sdowdrick@hmc.psu.edu  

Social Media Manager: Katie Landis katie@gravelhillumc.org      

Business Administrator: Dawn Schaffer dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

  General Questions: office@gravelhillumc.org 

                 Pastor of Visitation: Joe Royer jroyer100@gmail.com 

www.gravelhillumc.org 

Submit all Articles for the  

February BEACON by  

January 15. 

PLEASE EMAIL ITEMS TO:  

dawn@gravelhillumc.org 

Thank you! 

Email Us! 

Dear Busy Bees: 

Here’s to a brand new year!  
Thank you for the gifts of your 
time and talent! 

mailto:revsmith@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:tony@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:katie@gravelhillumc.org
mailto:dawn@gravelhillumc.org

